M 


^epte. 


nrfTk^l 


I 

I 

.‘*i-=sh JL ■ I- 
ur '""“1^' 

: I '“^'^•'Puren; 

: I !;■= 'tian ij!^',- 

! T''= "W'- 

; '-^aemen, "*'. 

I Madr.nn- r ‘*«r 

! h.ji-. ,;V=- 

J -hr -' ^ ■ 

p A’Airos. 

Stone denji 
'^_ I pregnancy 


liU ‘ 

1 UjRK.r 

ie- : 

Sion?; 

or ! 


• w i 

1 Ttc ft 


1 cenvins j 

Vi 

ii: , 

I 

iUp 

1 ‘-.i.r.E inend; 

; Ihi 

1 /fponri? 

• • r 1 

j Sii'jn?. (Djijj- 

05 

(he 

! i» |[\ 

; Sioot- 

^ :■ civ;:. "S'oiii' 

o-c 

iir.'i 



: ir? .T O' [041,' 

4 

■.rjjijfl'l 

Ji 

■‘7: '• riaii lo nr 


Di'i;. i:n 


. ; 

,:7 J 'Jifliit' 

‘r ii [ '■k* . 


^ HilfigerWIii 


: House adfl 

n » 

a political 


; statement 


r: 

.v.:.;: 

' ' ' «•>' f?'**'- 

...■•• 

\ ,.ii* 


■ New lo“* , 

. for BritaJ- 

tradition 


red P' 


-..'•:r. ;/• 

^ > s- 

r- •>:’■■.*-■* :n-/ 

j- 

'■ r-*'' -in*^ 

'• ■ VP • !i! 


V.:-- 

.. V. y-'"^ 0^"?- 

• • ‘ . Ji'!' . P 

--^*-/ 'if 

;.'.'r.-i'-'.>* : 

: :v.r> 

;,o.:r‘ ■ .af' 


Arafat In Egypt 
to meet Mubarak 

PKaidcm Ya.scr Arafai 
araved here on Wednesday to brief EevDiian Pr if 

den[ Hosni Mubarak on his ineelings m wShinw™ 
U.S President Bill Clinton altd 
Muusier Benyamin Netanyahu. Mubarak's top Si 
advtsor Ostuna A1 B^ welcomed Aral “mS . 
'jmemauanal airpon, officials said. Arafat did Tot 
ilite any statement on his arrival but his aide Nabi 
Abu Rudem said in statements to the Cairo press iha 
the PalesMiM president would brief Mubarak on his 
lalks in Washingion. 
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Iraq’s envoy to U-N^ refuses 
to return to Baghdad 

CAfRO (APj — Saddam Hussein’s half brother, who 
sensed as Iraq's ambassador to the U.N. headquo^®** 
in Geneva, has refused to return to Iraq after his diplo- 
matic ser\ ice ended last month, Iraqi dissidents and 
S. Arab diplomats said Wednesday. His defection would 
•Jf 'xPiU’k Ihc second-biggest break in Saddam’s troubled 
^ ,uunily since ihe end of the 1991 Gulf War. Saddam’s 
• sons-in-law defected to Amman, Jordan, in 1995, 
‘only to be killed upon their return to Iraq six months 
v1^er. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Israeli Arab clashes 
spread to Nazareth 


TELAVrV (R) — A surge of 
uoiest among Arabs in Israel 
spead to die historic cit>' of 
Nazareth on Wednesday after 
the appareta failure of an 
adeni^ by Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman to ease len- 
siofis. 

W^zman had earh'er visited 
the nortbem town of Umm 
Al'I^hem, where distur- 
bances began on Sunday over 
land confiscations, but lesi- 
denis said clashes with secu- 
rity forces bad continued into 
the lught there few a third 
straight day. 

‘The president’s visit didn't 
lead to anything. He didn't 
bring any solutions." said 
Suleiman I^ahmawi, a mem- 
ber of the Umm AJ-Fahem 
action committee. 

A municipaj qiokesman in 
Nazareth, haUowed to Chris- 
tians as (he place where Jesus 


grew and Israel’s largest 
Arab city, said protesters luid 
pelted the local police station 
with .stones and bottles after 
.<:6cur7Zy forces raided two 
homes of a prominem local 
family. 

The spokesman, Ramzi 
Hakim, said police responded 
with tear gas. 

Hakim said Nazareth's 
Arab mayor Ramez Jaruyseh 
had also staged u sit-in 
demonstration Inside the 
police station for several 
hours until police allowed 
him to Iea\*e with 13 people 
they hud detained in the raids. 

One of the houses raided 
was that of MLsbuh i^yyud, a 
leader of the Arab Democrat- 
ic Front Party, and the other 
the family home of his late 
brother Tawfik Zayyudl a for- 
mer mayor of Nazareth and 
prominent Arab writer. 


Hakirn said by telephone. 

“They beat people iaside 
the houses. Some of them 
hu\e serious wounds and 
were taken to hospital,” he 
said. Israeli police were not 
available fur cummenL Other 
Israeli ofTidals also could not 
be contacted following the 
stun of Yom Kippur, the holi- 
est day in the Jewish calen- 
dar. 

This week's violence has 
been the worst in mure than 
20 years involving Israeli 
Arabs, who make up nearly 
orte million of Israel's popu- 
lation of almost six million 
and uMiiplain of deep dis- 
crimination. 

The unrest begun <vi Sun- 
day when police tried to 
remove proicstcra who had 
pitched lenLs in a village near 
Umm Al-Fubem on land the 
army wants to exprr^atc for 


8 Arabs, 3 Israeli soldiers 
injured in Hebron attack 


HEBRON (AFP) — • Eight 
Palesdotans and three Isritfli 
soldiers were injured when 
two crude bombs were 
thrown at an Israeli army 
vehicle in dus West Bank 
town on Wednesday, witness- 
es’md doctors said. 

' Ihree Israeli soldiers in an 
amy jeep were wounded, one 
seriously, in the attack cairied 
out wM two hcHne-made 
explo^ devices in the Jew- 
ish s^er enclave in the West 
Bank town, they said 
Doctors at a Hebron bo^i- 


dJ (old AFP chat eight Pales- 
tinian passers-by were also 
hurt in the blasts. 

‘ Two cars belonglag to 
Palestmians were set abiaze, 
witnesses said. 

HdDiron is a flashpcrint fur 
Israeli-Arab violence due to 
the presence of some 400 
zealous Jewish scalers in the 
city of 120,000 Palestinians. 

A Rilesoman opened fire 
with a pistol on Monday on a 
group of Israelis visiting the 
Jewish settlement in Hebrtm. 
wounding a 40-year-oid 


woman in the leg. 

The Palestinian shot ut the 
group, made up mostly of 
high .school students, as they 
walked along a road joining 
two quarters of the Jewish set- 
tler enclave which Is located 
in (he heart of Hebron. 

Israel withdrew from most 
of HcbrcKt in January* 1997 
under interim peace accords 
with the POiestiruarts, but its 
army remains in control of 
one-fij^ of the city where the 
settlers live. 


Arafat banking on U.S. pressure 
on Israel to break peace deadlock 

Mubarak: Monicagate 

Yasser Aralat, making con- _ . ... TTO 

scandal crippling U.S. 

gambling that Washington will 1 * < J T 1 

also pressure Israel 10 compro- DOllCY tOWafClS ISraCl 
mise. analvsts said >\tednesdav. IT J 


OCCUPIED JERl'SALEM 
(ARP) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Aralat, by making con- 
ces.<aons in a trid to br^ the 
^fiddle &fit peace stalemate, is 
gambling that Washington will 
also pressure Israel to compro- 
mise, analysts said >\tedne5day. 

Ai^ accepted Tuesday a 
plan ior an Israeli withdiwal 
irom the West Bank that falls 
well short of his demands, and 
also refrained from arniouTtcing 
at (he United Nations that he 
would piocbum an independent 
Slate next May. 

However, he has yci to define 
precise security arrangemeras 
<0 acconrpany the long-<>vetdiie 
Isradi pullout frean more of the 
Wfest Bank, the key stumbling 
block to an accoid between 
Israel aod the Palestinians. 

WhUc the talks in Washing- 
ton Ibis week iailed to achieve 
cmcTBle results, the White 
House expressed hope that they 
would accekrare die push for a 
deal 

Ata&l announced after meet- 
ing U.S. President BUI Clinton 
on Tuesday that be bad agreed 
to Ihe so-called **10 plus three" 
deal under which land would 
withdraw ftom 10 per cent of 
(he West Bank ai^ anothn' 
toree per cent would be desig- 
nated a “nanire reserve" with 
linuted Ralestiman soveieignty. 

The Palestinians agreed to 
this formula several w^ks ago. 
The new element is that Araftit 
announced it publicly,** said 
I^ilesiinian politicai analyst 

HassanGiadb 

In icbiro, Arafat hopes that 
(he Americans will ptn pressune 
on Israel to also make conoes- 
90ns to break the IS-month 
9akmaie in ppane talks, during 
a summit to be held in Wa^- 
it^ftm next mnnrh, Quidb said. 

*3ut the risk is diat during 
fiiis suomiit it will be the I^Ies- 
(imaos who aie subjected to 


CAIRO (AFP) — The White 
House sex-and-lies scandal 
has crippled U.S. poUcy-mak- 
ing and prevented the United 
States coafronring Israel, 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak smd in an interview 
ptd>IisJied Wednesday. 

**Wfaat is happening there is 
disgusting and the way it was 
broadcast by the m^a has 
fuelled this disgust," Mubarak 
said in reference to the affair 
between U.S. President BUI 
Clinton and former White 
House intern Monica Lewin- 
sky. 

“This scandal is diaupdng 

e\'cn greater pressure without 
any gains." he added. 

This danger exists bui Arafai 
will be well looked after and 
accompanied by a large delega- 
tion;' countered a senior Pales- 
tinian ofifeiaL 

U5. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and U.S. 
Middle East envoy Dennis 
Ross are due in occupied 
Jerusalem on October 6 to pre- 
pare for the three-way summit 
with Clinton, Arafat and Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The mid-October summit is 
being billed as another Cai^ 
David, in reference lo the his- 
joric 1 978 meeting between the 
Israeli and Egyptian leaders at 
the U.S. presidential retreat that 
bore the first Israeli-Arab peace 
accord. 

But the ftdesnnian oflicial 
chai^ that Netanyahu did not 
really want a deal on a Wsst 
Bank withdrawal, which Israel 


America's role and preveofii^ 
h from confronting Israel" ’m 
the Middle East peace 
process. Mubarak tdd ^ A) 
Ahram govenuneni newspa- 
per. 

Mubarak accused the Israeh 
government of drag^g its 
feel in the peace process, 
namely in its negotiations 
with Yaiser Arafat's Palestin- 
ian National AirthoriQr, and 
reiterated that Cairo wUl never 
put pressure on the Palestim- 
ans. 

*Tt is die Israelis who need 
to be flexible,” said Mubarak. 

is required to make under 
signed accords with the Pales- 
tinians. 

“He was counting on a cate- 
goric 'no' from the Palestiniaos 
which would allow him to jwt 
the blame on them for the f^- 
ure of negoliatioas. But the 
aulhoriiy will not allow him to 
play that game." the oflicial 
said. 

Netany«ibu left Washingion 
Monday after reportedly refus- 
ing Clinton's plea for a public 
agreement on the 13 per cent 
figure, though Israeli officials 
said privately that they had 
accepted the deal, os long as the 
three per wnt is designated a 
nature reserve. 

Pdcstinian n^otiauxs have 
expressed guar^ (^}djTusm 
abextt tite peace process, .sayit^ 
ihaithe White House was cewn- 
mitted to guaranteeing full 
irr^lcmeniaiicto of the five- 
year-old Oslo pcucu accords. 


a firing range. 

HuiuJreds of people have 
been wounded and scores 
detained in the ensuing dis- 
turbances. 

Workersi at the Umm Al- 
Fuhem clinic said medical 
stolT there had treated about 
30 people for injuries on 
Wednesday, three ^ whom 
needed suigeiy, before the 
day's unrest died down. 

Earlier, witnesses said para- 
militaiy police fired rubber- 
coated bulleLs and tear gas at 
hundreds of stone-throwers 
in Umm Al-Fahem and 
Nazareth during prote^s that 
accompanied a general strike 
In Arab toums in Israel. 

The general suike was the 
second called this year 
Israeli And)s. The previous 
stoj^uge in April followed 
clashes with police over 
house demolitions. 

‘Islamist 
killed by 
double 
agent’ 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — An 
Israeii-Anfi> double agent det- 
onated the bomb whicih killed 
a Hamas Islamist here on 
Tuesday and wounded two 
otbers, a serucN- Rilestinian 
security official charged 
Wedne^y. 

The offiaal, who requested 
anonymity, said that (be bomb 
had been given to Hamas 
Islairdst Zaban Zahran an 
Isareli-Arab onus d^er 
known as Abu ^bed who is 
believ'ed to have been work- 
ing for the Israeli secret ser- 
vice Shin Bet 

Zahnin wa.s kiUed instoraJy 
and two other members of (he 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) wourukd 
when the bomb e3q>loded in 
the trunk of their car. a Volk- 
swagen Golf wi(h Israeli 
licence plates. AU three were 
membera of Hamas wanted 
by both Israeti and Palesunitui 
security services. 

Palesdman security sources 
said the bomb may have been 
intended for a .suicide attack 
on Israel to coincide with 
Yom Kippur. (he Jewish Day 
of Atonement which began at 
sundown Tbffiday. 

Fahed. originally front the 
village of Taybeh. north of Tel 
Aviv, triggered the bomb by 
remote control as soon as it 
had been placed in the trurtii 
of the vehicle, the Palestinian 
official said. 

He said Fahed. who had 
sold weapons to Zahran in the 
past, hud also given him the 
three pistols, two grenades 
and otiier explosives which 
were found in (he car. 

He condemned the opera- 
tion by (he Israeli secret ser- 
vice and s^ it “seriously 
heightens tension and harms 
Rdesiinian security." 

Zahran was binied in tire 
West Btmk village of Biddu 
on Wednesday at a funeral 
attended by some ZOOO peo- 
ple. 

One Palestinian was 
wounded rabber coated 
bufleis when Israeli soldier?* 
fired on stone-throwing 
youths during the funeral, 
witnesses said 

Hamas is o^^xrsed to Pdes> 
dnian Pesidem Yasser 
Arafat's deals witii 
Israel and has claimed 
responribtlity for bomb 
attacks which have killed 
scores of Isxtelis io recent 
years. i 


Ajiouni: Vaccination 
case is under control 


By Frsuicesca Ciiiaci 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Wednesday moved 
swiftly to address a public 
scare raisihJ when more than 
300 students complained of 
nausea and dizziness this 
week after be'mg vaccinated 
for dtj^tlieria and tetanus. 

A.S of yesterday evening. 
Ministry of Health officials 
and medical staff from xuri- 
ous govemoraies confirmed 
that only a few youths 
between the age of i 1 and 15 
were being kept in hospital 
under c^rservaiion as a pre- 
cautionary measure. 

TM; want to reassure peo- 
ple Utai the situadon is r^ly 
under control and that some 
communities over-reocred as 
the first news of students 
being admined to hospitals 
^nead." Health Minister 
Nad Ajiouni told the Jordan 
Times on Wednesday. 

Most of the children who 
were referred to hospitals 
betw'^ Monday and 
Wednesday complained of 
fever, dizziness, headache, 
nausea, and local swelling. 

Ajlmini saki the symptoms 
presented by most students 
referred lo hospital were 
normal after the inoculation 
of the D&T vaccine, 
although the number of 
cases of high susceptibility 
to the Inuculaiion was slight- 
ly above the average ai^ a 
few co!tes required particular 
attention. 

The D&T shots were 
admini^red in a nation- 
wide immunisation cam- 
pmgn launched by the Min- 
istry of Health on Sept 14. 

health minisizy offi- 
cial u>ld the Jordan Tunes 
that the vaccines, which 
were donated by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, 
could have been slightly 
troniaminaied with vaccines 
for other diseases, thus pro- 
voklng symptoms such as 
nausea. dizziness and 
headache. 

“Little traces of whooping 
cou^ v’accine in the 
[tetanus] v'accines. for exam- 
ple. could produce such 
symptoms [for 24 hours fol- 
lowing the administration of 
the ^ot]." Ajiouni said. 

“But 1 am really confident 
that tiiere \s nothing wrong 
with either our vaccination 
system, which has been 
rated among the best in the 
world by international agen- 
cies. or the vaccines them- 
selves." 

^louni ruled out the pos- 
slbili^ that the undesirable 
effects of the vaccines could 
have been caused b>' 
improper storage or rcfiriger- 
ation of the serum. 

T deny this with great con- 
fidence. Two days ago 1 
toured many hospitals and 
ftealth centres in the south 



Doctor Khalid Hyari checks a patient from Ain AJ Basha High School for Girls who was 
suffering symptoms after inoculaHon Wednesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


and personally inspected 
storing procedures and facil- 
ities." Ajiouni said. 

Statistics support the valid- 
ity of this statement, he said, 
because the same vaccine 
was administered to more 
than KS.000 girls and boys, 
and only a si^l percentage 
of them complained of some 
symptoms. 

However, the real causes 
behind the incident will only 
be clear in a week, when the 
results of laboratory tests 


UNICEF repre.sentadve in 
Jordan Misrak Elias stressed 
that the vaccines, manufac- 
tured by a Hungarian phar- 
maceutical company under a 
Canadian licence, had been 
donated to the Ministry of 
Health last year in the frame- 
work of UNICEFs coopera- 
tion with the Jordanian gov- 
emmenL 

She told a press conference 
yesterday that at the time of 
their delivery to (be ministry 
the vaccines met all required 


‘Shots could 
have been slightly 
contaminated with 
vaccines for other 
diseases ’ 


ordered by a special investi- 
gating team promptly set up 
on Tuesday by the health 
minister are to be released. 

“We are ready to go to the 
bottom of the issue, and 
clear up any reasonable 
doub^ even if this means that 
we w'dl have to consult some 
laboratories abroad for more 
thorough tests," Ajiouni said. 

The investigating commit- 
tee includes Health Ministry' 
Secretary General Adnan 
Abbas, officials from the 
ministry's department, pri- 
mary' health and vaccination 
experts, as well as officers 
from UNICEF and WHO. 

Ajiouni on Wednesday 
also met with members of 
the Lower House Health 
Committee and briefed them 
on the work of the investigat- 
ing commioee. 


Jordanian and international 
standards, set by the World 
Health Organisation. 

The same vaccine, by the 
same manufacturer, has been 
distributed to many of the 
160 countries with which 
UNICEF cooperates, in vari- 
ous regions'' Elias told jour- 
nalists. 

The vaccines expire in 
November, but the fact that 
they were inoculated only a 
few weeks prior to their 
expiry' date was ruled out as 
a pos.sible cause for the stu- 
dents' iJlnes.s by LWICEF 
medical expen Ayman Abu 
Laban. 

"The declared expinuion 
date for pharmaceuticals 
indicates the safest possible 
deadline to use the product," 
Abu Laban told joum^sts at 
the same press conference. 


Experts were dispatched 
by tbte ministry of health yes- 
terday to all govemorates, 
with the man date to inspect 
all facilities where the D&T 
vaccines had been stored. 

Some 160 students were 
repotted to have been treated 
for Hi77ir tfXR and nausea on 
Tuesday. 

But more students were 
referred to hospital on 
Wednesday in various gover- 
norates. pt^y in the wake of 
the media coverage w'hich 
heightened people’s con- 
cerns. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, reported that two stu- 
dents in Roratha. three stu- 
dents in Jerash. and 23 stu- 
dents in Salt were all 
referred to hospital com- 
plaining of nausea, fever and 
headache. 

They were ail dismissed, 
Petra reported. 

T visited six children still 
at the Jordan University 
Hospital and 1 have seen that 
they present only minor 
symptoms." Ajiouni said, 
adding that tffi six were 
expected to be dismissed 
later in the day. 

Three children were still 
hospitalised at Queen Alta 
Military' Hospital, but they 
were also expected to be (fis- 
missed soon, according to 
the minister. 

Twenty-five students ftom 
a public school in Abu Alan- 
da were referred to A1 Bashir 
Hospital yesterday. 

“They were complaining 
of very minor symptoms, 
such as headache and little 
swelling, and none of them 
was admitted into ho^iial,’’ 
the minister said. 

The investigating team was 
also receiving reports of stu- 
dents complaining of low 
fever, head^hes and local 
swelling from different gov- 
emorates, but “the cases are 
sporadic and all minor" 
Ajiouni stressed. 


Crashed El Al cargo jet carried 
raw material for deadly sarin gas 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — 
An Israeli El AI cargo jet 
(hat crashed in Amster- 
dam six years ago was 
carrying chemicals used 
to produce the deadly 
sarin nerv’e gus, a Dutch 
newspaper reported 
Wednesday. 

TTic plane was carrying 
190 liters of the chemical 
identified as dimethyl 
methylphosphonaie when 
it crashed into an apan- 
ment block outside Ams- 
terdam in 1992, according 
the respected national 
daily NRC Handelsbiad. 

Citing a freight docu- 
ment. the newspaper said 
the chemical came from 


an American company in 
Pennsylvania and was 
headed for the Israel 
Institute for Biological 
Research in Ness Ziona 
near TeJ Aviv. 

The U.S. company was 
identified as Solkatronic 
Chemicals Inc. in Mor- 
risville, Pennsylvania. 

A copy of the document 
was printed on the front 
page of the newspaper, 
which did not say how it 
acquired the document. 

Nearly six years after 
the accident, controver- 
sies still surround the 
plane's cargo, despite 
repeated investigations. 

Ahead of the report, the 


Dutch Parliament 

announced Thursday it 
will launch a parliamen- 
tary inquiry into the acci- 
dent. 

According ro NRC, the 
amount of dimethyl 
methylphosphonaie on 
board was enough to pro- 
duce up to 270 kilo- 
grammes of the nerve gas. 

The raw material is also 
used in building materials 
as a flame retardant. 

Four main components 
are needed for the pro- 
duction of sarin and three 
of them were on board the 
El Al jet, said the daily. 

The newspaper said it 
was not clear whether the 


burning of these chemi- 
cals following the acci- 
dent was to blame for 
health complaints by resi- 
dents near the crash site. 

The Boeing 747-200 
crashed into an apartment 
complex in southern 
Amsterdam on Oct. 4 
1992, killing 43 people! 
Israeli officials said earli- 
er the plane did not cany 
any dangerous materials.'^ 

A spokesman for the 
Dutch Transport Ministry 
declined comment on the 
report, saying ail the 
details coDcernine fh. 
plane's cargo ® 
announced previously. 


1 
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Aziz sounds out U.N. members 
over resuming Iraqi cooperation 


UNITED NAHONS (AFP) 
— Iraqi D^uty Prime Min- 
ister Tar^ Aziz on Wednes- 
day continued to sound out 
members of the UJ4. Secu- 
rity Council on a deal for 
resuming cooperation with 
U.N. arms inspectors. 

Aziz met Wednesday with 
Britain's permanent repre- 
sentative, Sir Jeremy Green- 
stock, after a worl^g din- 
ner the previous m'ght with 
representatives from three 
of the four other permanent 


Qatar 

submits 

report to 

World 

Court on 

disputed 

islands 


DOHA (AP) — (^atar sub- 
mitted a report We^esday to 
die International Court of Jus- 
tice, seddng to redse 
Bainain's allegadons that it 
used forged documents to 
stake claim over diqHited ter- 
ritcxies. 

The rqxnt provides proof 
that die ownership documents 
h submitted to the Wodd 
Court were authentic, said a 
Qatan official who spc^ on 
cOTcfidoD of anonymity. He 
did not give details. 

Ndgbbours Bahrain and 
Qatar have been feuding 
since the mid-1980s over 
wmer boundanes, die Hawar 
islands in the Gulf and the 
Zubara land strip in Qatar 
where Bahrain’s royal 
used to live 200 years ago. 

Qatar was asked the 
Wodd (2ourt to provide an 
intenm report “as compre- 
hensive and specific as possi- 
ble” by Se|X. 30 in rqply to 
allegations in i^iril by 
Batoain's Foreagn Minister 
Sheikh Mo hammad Ben 
Mubarak Al Khalifa 

Sheikh Mdiammad told the 
Wodd Court, which is based 
in the Hague. Netbedands, 
diat 10 international experts 
who examined 75 Qatari doc- 
uments found them to be 
forged. 

Eadier this year, Bahrain 
unveiled plans to develop and 
link the ^war Islands to the 
mainland mifa a 22.5-kilome- 
tiebndge. 

RflhnSn has already con- 
structed a hotel on the tourist 
resort island and launched a 
hover craft semce last year. 
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16:00 Feature film — ‘Tornado" 
18:15 french quiz show - Les 
Ges de Fat Boyard 

19H)0 — — Le Journal 

19:15 -French Programme — 
AUo La Terre 

' 19:30 --.—News ifcadlines 

19^5 -.Qxnedy —The Fresh 

RinceofBeJ-Air 

20d)0 -Xife on the Digital Edge 

2030 Doc. — The Seven \Wmi- 

deis of the World 

21:10 Babylon-5 

??-nn -..-News in English 

,TheXFDesiEp.7) 

23:10 Big Sky - Lost and 


members of the council, 
Russia, France and China. 

Diplomats say Aziz has 
signalled in his meetings his 
willingness to meet U.N. 
demands that Iraq resume 
cooperation with U.N. arms 
inspectors, which Baghdad 
halted on August 5. 

But before Iraq does so. 
Aziz is looking to win 
“guarantees and details" 
concerning a comprehen- 
sive review of international 
sanctions promised by the 


Security Council, a western 
diplomat told AFP. 

“The Iraqis want a time 
frame and to know exactly 
what needs to be done," to 
obtain a lifting of U.N. 
sanctions, another diplomat 
said. 

The Security Council has 
said Iraq must resume coop- 
eration with inspectors as a 
precondition before the 
Um'ted Nations will conduct 
a comprehensive review of 
Iraq's compliance with 


sanctions imposed on it 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

Aziz is due to meet U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan on Friday for the 
second time this week after 
he completes his consultar 
dons. 

He has met all of the per- 
manent Security Council 
members e.xcept the United 
States as well as representa- 
tives ftx>m many of the 10 
non-permanent members. 


U.N. Gulf war compensation 
bocfy awards $691 million 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
UN. commission handling 
1990 Gulf war compensation 
claims Wednesday awarded 
almost S691 million to thou- 
sands of individuals affected 
by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
The UN. Compensation 
Commission (UNCC) made 
available S5 193 million to 
207,808 claimants who had 
been forced to depart these 
counbries following Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
attempt to annex Kuwait 
Th^ are known as cate- 
gory “A” claims. 

The UNCX’s governing 
council, currently holding its 
2Sith session in Geneva, also 
granted $171.2 milli cMi ear- 
marked for 70357 individu- 


als covering individual loss- 
es of up to $100,000. 

These fall into the “C 
bracket. 

These payments, which 
represent the fourth instal- 
ment of category “A" and 
"CT payouts, bring the over- 
all amount of compensation 
handed out by the UNCC to 
date to almost $1.92 billion. 

The funding comes from 
the 30 per cent share of rev- 
enue allocated to the UNCC 
ftom Iraqi oil sales under the 
U.N. “oil-for-food" deal. 

Under this programme, 
Iraq is currently allowed to 
sell $5.2 billion worth of 
crude every six months in 
return for humanitarian sup- 
plies. 


However. Iraq, which has 
been under U.N. sanctions 
since its invasion of Kuwait, 
said the nx>$t it could pro- 
duce, given its dilapidated 
oil industry and low oil 
prices, was $4.5 billion 
worth. 

Qaimants receive an initial 
payment of up to $2300 
each. The UNCC has ruled 
that all Category “A" and 
“C' claims be honoured first 
before corporations, govern- 
ments or individuals with 
claims greater than $100,000 
are compensated. 

The UNCX had con^leted 
payouts of $13.5 million for 
category ‘TB" claims cover- 
ing individuals' injuries and 
deatii by 1995. 



VOICES IN THE WILDERNESS ON MISSION; UA ac^ Chuck Qiiil^, a member 
of the Voices in the ^^Idemess group, whirii is campaigning gainst sanctions on lr^« 
Wednesday holds op pictures of Iraqi cfaOdren at a news conference in Jordan. Quilty 
said most of the chil^n in the recen^-taken pictures had died because rtf' food or med- 
kai shorties cau se d by the sanctions. Voices in the Wilderness has i^ed UN. Secre- 
tary' General Kofi Annm to scrap the eight-year sancfions, which it said was destroyii^ 
a whole generation of Iraqis (Renters photo) 


‘Saudi Arabia froze relations 
with Taleban over Ben Laden’ 


Press group urges release of Syrian writer 


AMMAN (R) — A U.S.- 
based press ffeedoms group 
has called for die release of 
jailed Syrian journalist Nizar 
Nayyouf, sayiiig he was 
gravely ill and bad been 
detained solely for speaking 
out about human rights in 
Syria. 

The <33mantiee to Protect 
Journalists said Nayyouf was 
anested to 1992 and sentenced 
to 10 years in prison. It said he 
vras sitiffering fiom cai^ 
bad been remsed treatment 
Syrian amhormes. 

“[Wie] have recently learned 


that Nayyouf is gravely ill and 
may die unless he receives 
immediate treatment for 
Hodgkin's disease, a form of 
cancer that can be cured with 
die prc^ medical attention.” 
the gitHJp wrote in a letter it 
said was han^delivered to 
Foreign Minister Fatouk 
Sharaa on Tuesday. 

“We are aware that Syrian 
authCHities have refused him 
treatment fcN* diis disease 
unless be pledges to reffain 
from polit^ activi^ and 
renounces alleged state- 
ments' he rn^ about the 


human rights situation in 
Syria,” it said. 

A copy of the lettec. signed 
by framer hostage Tei^ 
Anderson who was held in 
Lebanrai for seven years, was 
faxed to Reuieis in Jordan. 

The group said Nayyouf 
was also suffering firan Idd- 
ney fenuie and pai^ysis of his 
Tower extremities.” 

Nayyouf Is a member of the 
Ccntuniitee fortbe Ctefence of 
Democratic Freedoms and 
Human Rights in Syria and 
editor of its monthly Sawt AI 
Democratiyya 


RDt’ADH (AFP) — A Saudi 
newspaper which reflects 
official opinion, sard on 
Wednesday that the kingdom 
froze relations with the Tale- 
ban militia in Afghanistan 
over its support for Saudi dis- 
sident Osmra Ben Laden. 

“Can we continue to acc^t 
the Taleban's position and to 
encourage them, even as they 
give asylum and protection 
and allow terrorists to pro- 
claim their acts to the 
media?" the Okaz daily said. 

‘The kingdom can no 
longer accept the Taleban's 
prociasdnations. nor the fact 
that they are avoiding tiieir 
responsibilities by sheltering 
tenorists and criminals.” the 
daily said. 

It was the first comment 
from a Saudi newspap^ on 
foe issue since ^yadh 
expelled the Taleban's charge 
d'affaires from foe kingdom 
on Sept 23 and recalled its 
own charge d'affaires fiom 
Kabul 

“We were surprised thru 
they (the Taleban) opened 


their arms and welcomed 
Ben Laden after his departure 
from SudaiL They ^owed 
him to claim responsibility 
for terrorist acts,” the news- 
paper said. 

Ben Laden has been 
accused by foe U.S. State 
Department of being respon- 
sible for anti-U.S. bombings 
in Saudi Arfoia as well as last 
month's tw'in U.S. embassy 
bombings in east Africa. 

five U.S. soldiers were 
killed in a 1995 attack in 
Riyadh and another 19 died 
in June 1996 in a bombing at 
foeir barracks in Khobac near 
foe eastern city of Dhahran. 

Ben Laden, a shadowy mil- 
lionaire was rejected by his 
homeland of S^di Arabia in 
1994 for supporting violent 
Islamic groups in Egypt and 
Algeria and is now in exile in 
Afghanistan. 

Okaz said foat instead of 
“building their regime on a 
sound base and ’seeking 
international weight, the 
Taleban have transformed 
Afghanistan into a centre for 


exporting terrorism.” 

“We were shocked by foe 
fact that have not revised 
their attitude despite the 
advice that has been given to 
them. Ihey have instead 
opted for a confrontation 
with the worid," the dffly 
said. 

“The Taleban's government 
is sacriftcing Afghanistan and 
by its behaviour it is leading 
its country towards chaos.” 
Okaz said, calling on foe 
militia's leadership to “regain 
their sense.s” and ‘T*®serve 
what remains of foeir county 
and their people.” 

Saudi A^ia formaQy 
recognised foe Taleban as foe 
legifonate rulers of 
Afghanistan in May, follow- 
ing a similar decision by Pak- 
istan. The United Arab Emi- 
rates is foe only other counuy 
to recognise the militia. 

But relations between 
Saudi Arabia and foe Taleban 
have grown strained in recent 
months, with Riyadh saying 
it does not approve of foe 
militia's brand of exuemism. 


‘Four Algerian soldiers killed’ Palestinian opposition slams Arafat 


ALGIERS (R) — Four AJgCT- 
ian soldiers and 18 Muslim 
rriiels were killed in a weekend 
battle which lasted about 12 
hours in foe southwest of foe 
country, newsp^seis said on 
Wednesd^. 

Troeps surrounded foe guer- 
rilla hideout last week befrae 
the fighting tex^ place between 
Sunday and Monday in the 
province of Saida, Le Matin 
daily said 

Algman statennu) television. 


quoting govemment security 
forces, said on Ibesday 15 
rebels were killed but did not 
report an>' gov«nment casual- 
ties. 

In anothtf incident two civil- 
ians were killed on Mraidqy in 
a bomb explorion in Sisef area 
in Sid Bel Abbes province. 370 
km west of Algiers, Al Khabar 
newspaper said on >\bdnesday. 

Al Khabar said members of 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). Algeria's ruthless guer- 


rilla faction, planted the bomb. 

The reported blast was foe 
latest in a series of bomtnngs in 
foe past rix years in which thou- 
sand of civilians have died in 
foe North Aftican country'. 

Abranb exploded on Sunday 
near a school in Khemis town, 
100 km (62 mQes) west of 
Algiers, lolling ei^ people, 
including four schoolboys, and 
wounding 24 others, acditling 
to newspapers and security 
forces. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Two 
Palestinian opposition groups 
slammed Palestinian Prdidmt 
Yasser Arafat on ^^dnesday for 
making concessions to Israel in 
acc^xing foe latest U3. plan 
for an I^li withdrawal ftom 
the Vtet Bank. 

“Arafat has made new con- 
cessions in accepting Israeli 
conditions, indicating that foe 
Palestinian National Aufoori^ 
is following a policy destructive 
to foe natior^ rights of foe 


Palestinian people.” a saiement 
issued by tte Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
tPFLP) in Damascus said. "‘We 
will centinue the strug^ 1^ all 
means to i^ain full PalestiniaD 
national ri^its,” the PFIP 
added. 

The Democratic Frrait for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
charged Arafot with having 
accepted Israeli conditions of 
onlya lOpercentwithdrawalof 
its forces ftom the Bank. 


This leaves “Palestinian land 
to foe colonisers and for^ts 
Jerusalem, foe Palestinians of 
foe dia^xva and border and 
water di^es." the DFU. 
which is ako Damascus-based, 
said in a staiemeoL 
The DFLP called for a refer- 
enchim in the Palestinian trarho- 
ries and “the formulation of a 
new strategy (for foe region) 
based on international resolu- 
tions and not on partial agree- 
ments." 
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23:59 


Endof TX 


PRAYER TIMES 

04.-08 Fajr 

05:25 (Sunrise) Duha 

U JS - — _Dhuhr 

14:49 ‘Asr 

17:26 Mr^hreb 

18:43 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Churdi 
SweifieKTeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Churdi Tel. 
4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel 
4624390 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican ChUTCh Tcl. 

4624833/4624811. 

SL Aftem Syrian Orthodox 
OmrebTeL 4771751. 

Amman fnter nflti final CbUTCh 

Tel. 5865897 

German-qMakuig Evang^cal 
Coi^ir^ation TeL 5688404 
The Evangdkal Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
SaBe CoDege TeL 5661757 
Churdi at the Annunciad<» 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Churdi of Presentation^ Swd- 

SehTel. 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 


TeL 4624757 

The F.n glish - f .angiiagp 

Catholic Parish TeL 46 1 4 1 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church IhL 
4628052 

The Armeuian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Anneuian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin siq*plied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop gradually becoming mod- 
erate during the day and fine at 
night with temperatures slight- 
ly lower than average. Clouds 
will appear at low altitudes 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, tem- 
peratures are expected to dip 
with moderate weather condi- 
tions prevailing. winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Amman 17/27 


Aqaba 

22/34 

15/30 

Jordan Valle}' 

21/33 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 36 
Humidity readings: Amman 
31 per cent, .Aqaba 51 per 
cenL 

Following arc the highest tern- 
peraiures expected today in the 
following areas: 


Ajloun 25 

Jerash 31 

UmQays 30 

Madaba 29 

Petra JO 

Dead Seas 36 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUn' 

AMMAN: 

Du Abbas Uakhn .4885446 

Dc Arafat A«Jihah _S ftT?_S(T7 

Dc JamlJbarfi .3.^47351 

Dr. Ayunu Ai MdUaseb ^4875748 

Fbras pharmacy 366I9I2 

Fertiows pbaimacy 77S336 

Al Asema pliannacy....4637Q35 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
.Al Salam phannacy ..4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy .>....4644945 
Shnidsani phannacy .>4637660 

Niuib pharmacy 5347632 

IRBID: 

Du Lmfi ShalabL J4I798 

Al Quds pharmaQ’ ( — 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HOalAlSayyid. 3832902 

Khalifefa pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control CentFe.....4637 1 1 1 
CvilDefsiceDepaiime^ 

Civil Defence Immethaie Ifes- 

cue. — 4630341 

Civil Defence Emcigency.»..199 
RcKueF^Bce 192.4621111,4637777 

Foe Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 


Highway Police...- J343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security DepL....463032l 

Hotel Complaints J605800 

Price Complaints J66 1 1 76 

NVfm&SeuvpgeGxnpfcto ...4S97467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry a«istancej I2I 

Overseas Calls ....01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs _._..._4623101 

Abdoli TeL Repairs J661101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority S6S0I00 

J. Electrici^ Authority .58 15615 

Electric Power Co >4636381 

RJ Right Tnrormadon..44-532(X) 
(^ueen Alia Inti. Aiipon .44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre fer Heart and Spo- 
ddSingoy 5921 199 
Httldamic,AbdU ^J666131/7 
Hussdn Medical Centre Td. 
5856856 

Lunnila 4630195 

Khaiidi Mateniity......464428l/6 

Akileh Matemity-....4642441/2 

Johal Amman Maternity 4642.462 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636140 

Palesdne. Shmeisani ...J60707I 
Sbmeisani Hospital ....J669131 
University Hospital ....J3S3444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 56641 64/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhtyreen ....4777101/3 

AI-Bashir .4775111/26 

Aimy,Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 


Amal Hospitsd J674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

409)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

t09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Cholic Hospital 

....(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Ha<rpital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
t03)3141l! 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPOBT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jtxdanian (RJ) informa- 
tics department at the Queen 
Alia Inton^CNia] Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

InfoTmadou on other fiighls are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08»45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09ri)0 i...JBombay (RJ) 

09H)5 ...JShahran, Riyadh (Rl) 
09:25 Beinu (RJ) 


09:40 AIuscol Dubai (RT) 

10:00 — .Colombo (RJ) 

16J0 Lortdon tRT) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 — Kuwait ( RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

18:20 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
18:45 Abu Efoabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 
22:55 Lamaca(RJ) 

Other Flights 

®7»5 >..J3ubai (EK) 

10:00 Kuwait (KU) 

12.-00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 Milscol Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:10 Shariqah ( AH ) 

14:40 Doha(QR) 

17:40 — Beirut (ME) 

IfoOO (AF) 

^9:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20rf)0 Cairo (MS) 

2(hl0 London (BA) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22:35 .Lamaea (CYl 

23:05 Moscow (SU) 

00:15 ..Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

03til0 Tunis tTU) 

W :20 Anialia(TK) 

Royal Wings IRW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
09:20 Aqaba (arriving 
and proceeding to Mattel Air- 
port) iRW) 

17:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 

Airport on Thursday and Friday ) 
(RW) ^ 

19:20 .Tel Aviv (arrivina 

aiQAJA on Friday Only) 
tlW) 

21:35 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA on Thursday only) (RW) 
22’JS Aqaba (from Marta Air- 
pcwt)(RW 


regulations 
on school 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Higher Court of Justice 
Wednesday annulled regu- 
lations on cheating duifog 
the tawjihi (public high 
school exams) that were 
recently issued by the 
Minist^ of Education. . 

In a court session 
chaired by Judge Abdullah 
Murad and attended by 
Jamil Haddadin, Musbab 
Diab. Haitbam Gharaibeh 
and Samir Qudah, the tri- 
bunal said the decision 
was made by a committee 
that had no authority to 
issue such regulations. 

The general examida- 
tions committee annulled 
the test results of a studeot 
and prevented him ftom 
taking the examinations 
this year and next year. 

The court said foe tegu- 
lations implemented by 
the committee in cases 
cheating are illegal and are 
not in line with Article 23 
of the Education Law, 
which gives authority to 
the minister of education 
to issue such regulations. 

Since the regulations 
were issued by the exami- 
nations committee, which 
had no authority to do so, 
foe decision to prevent 
Omar Jariri from taking 
his exams this year and 
next year is illegaL Conse- 
quently, the penalty 
imposed on the student 
was cancelled because foe 
committee was not dele- 
gated the authority to issui| 
such regulations. 

The defendant's aftor- 
ney, Hani Dahleh, said foe 
'ministry’s law gives Aef" 
minister the aufoority^to 
issue rules and regulations'' 
regarding cheating on gen- 
erff examinations. DaMeh 
noted that the regulariods 
have been in force for 
three years without being 
endorsed by the minister 
of education. 

He said the decision will 
be relayed to the ministry 
to decide whether the stu- 
dent can take the exam this 
year or next year. 

During an investigation 
conducted by an investiga-. 
tion panel this summer, 
Jariri admitted that he 
cheated during one of the 
examinations, saying that 
he wrote his colleague’s' 
name on his test paper 
instead of his name. 


DEPARTURES 

Royal JordaniaD (RJ) 

05^t5 Beirut (RJ) 

10*35 ..Al'Aiji,AbuDbali«(j^ 

11:15 .Tunis, Castd)lanca(^ 

1130 _..jVnts(enJani,Qdc^(iti) 

U: 4 S K 'lfwaif (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RO 

12:20 JVtbens (.RJ) 

12:25 ......IxxrioD (RJ) 

1935 l.amaca (RJ) 

20:15 Cairo ^RJ) 

2035 JeddaK(RJ) 

21ri)0 JDubsi^ 

2330 Kuala Lumpur, Jakata'(w 

* r 

Other Flights 

05:15 Istanbul (TK) 

0630 ...........JVan]cfiBt(LH) 

07:20 London (BA) 

0835 Dubai (EEQ 

0835 ....JDamascus. Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 .J^wait'i^ 

1330 JUyadh(SV) 

J4.-00 A6u Dhabi (tSB 

15:00 ..Annabab, Alters (AH) 

1530 Doha(QR) 

19H» Beinii(ME) 

20:10 TelAviv(LY) 

21:00 Cairo0dS) 

0030 — Moiy» w (8H1 

01:15 .......... Amsteidam(!(X>) 

(M30 ....Beinit, Tunis (tU) 

Royal Wings 

(Tor Thursday and FMday) 
07:00 Aqaba (firom Marka Pat- 
port) (RW) 

0830 Aq^(ftomMaIkaAi^' 
pon on Thursday and Friday) - 
iRW) 

19^15 Tel Aviv (from QAIA— 
on Thursday only) (RW) 

2030 Aqaba (fii^ Q/U)^ 

(RW) 
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Local medical 
centre reports 


scare 

^ School psychological’ 

exam 


cheat! 


inn 


U'jo. 
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By Dana Abu Sham 

^ AL BASHA — Most 
students fefened U) a dtnic in 
this icnvQ just a few tdlorneiies 
Amman on Wednes- 
day were only psychologically 

to ibe scare cau^ by 
tqxats diat dozens of sojdems 
being admitted to hoq>i- 
ols tfie day before, doctors at 
^ dime said. 

ficax^g to pi^siciaD 
iOoikl Hyan. students 
idened to bis clinic on 
Vfedoesday were in nomaal 
cooefidon de^re receiving the 
vacdsations. 

*Tbe {voblem was mainly 
pq^log«^ due to the scare 




caused by the students who 
jaiiJ la 3i in different pans of the 


nil 




ihui' had rn'! lie* during die week," 


•■. Edui-ajj, 

••'J'.'l'' re^. 

^ we 

■‘•uc'jhjifep. 
•■.'.'[TiiniBs.v 


ccKBitty after they were inocu- 
he 

• ■'Uz said- 

The a fb said tbeoencre treated 26 

cases on Wwlnesday, indud- 
■hc if as seweral from die nearby 

.■'id AinAlBashaFfighSchooIfor 

Gifts, wftu) aoh^ suffering 

•|.....,i [he ^ ^ jjj jpjnpgjjj. 

■'-j v,-'. ^^Jnenn^ lun?, hea&che, pain in the 
, ^'oun IjHerpansofitebotfyand in 
implenjj^^'; sane cases, bluoed vision. 

•• - ''-‘wmineejii? *Wost gifts were vaednated 

.■h-ryijnaarcii]^ oa Saturday and ai^ symp- 
line wiih‘^ roas would have appeared in 
^ 24 hours," said Hyari 

-^ut the students who were 
Deaied todt^ [>^tednesday] 
were mostly panicky stu- 
dents." 

“Soidems from four schools 
in the area were also vaccinat- 
' 'iif «. ed but o(X a single case frnn 
**1 - 1 1 repotted," he said. 

[ I--, -"'i.i.'.! •'“ i-ina Ibrahim, a student at 

• . the Ain AlBashasdwoL said 

. ■' , ■" she suffered from head and 

' .1: ^ flomadi adies as wdl as nau- 
;•• iri« 5. sea and fever after she was 

-ij 'T, -hii 

■ hee; 

. ".'''.".re 'Ai; 10. 

: '’..-.iL'triTOu; 

■ jllom. 
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.: -i.r'iliiRfi 
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inoculaied on Monday. 

“But 1 rally visited the doc- 
tor attfae centre after hearing 
about the sew in die news." 

Her sdiod fiiend, 

Nawat craiQ^aiDed of similar 
symptoins bm decided to ^ to 
^ ceinre after the news brtte 
cut, qxeadmg panic among 
toiOolleagues, ^ said. 

Saov Awamldi. bead of the 
Department in Balqa 
Govemoiaie, said 41 cases 
woe rqirated in Ain A1 
Basha, brane to 35,000 resi- 
deos. "TVvo of the coses were 
forwarded to Hussein Hospital 
in Salt fiom Ain A1 Basha 
Keabb Centre while the rest 
were discharged," he said. 



Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, meets with students who 
scored high on this year’s tawjihi (.Photo by Bogbos) 

Crown Prince meets with 
top tawjihi students 


AMMAN (Pbtra)— His Ro>*al 
Hi^iness Crown Prince Has- 
son, the Regent, met Tuesday 
evening with siudmts who 
scoF^ high on the tawjihi (^b- 
lic high school examinonons) 
this year and discussed educa- 
tional issues. 

j^ong the questions 
resiewed at the two-hour meet- 
ing, which was anended by 
Education Minister Fawzi 
Gharaibeh, were scholarships, 
infomiation available to stu- 
dents about Jiigber educatioa 
adapting university education 
to the local labour market’s 
needs, and students' future 
careers. 

A number of imiversiiy pres- 
idents also at the meeting 
answered questions raised by 
the students cratceming educa- 
tional courses and specialisa- 
tions. 

At the outset of tiie meeting, 
the Regent urged the students 
to redouble their efforts, 
because ’*high achievements do 
not end ty enrering colkge, but 


rather will continue thnu^ 
methodology and 
wise steering and cfirection of 
potentioi." 

The Oown Prince said the 
main requirement for students 
ut present lies in (he choice of 
^leciulisutions which can meet 
tte needs of the local labour 
maikei and society. 

In his remarks lo the students, 
who cume from diilereni 
town-s, the budiu and refugee 
camps, IMnce Hus.san said 
there is no disparity between 
the adtievemenls of students 
from public or private schools 
or those run ly the United 
Nation.^ Relief and Works 
Agency. But he rx^ that cer- 
tain parts of the counny still 
require attention. 

urged all public sectors to 
shoulder their re^xinsibilities 
towanJ ftiiTher deqpening the 
sense of national belon^g 
among youth and diieoing 
their effc^ tDwaift creating job 
onx)ftunities. 

A univeisity d^ree should 


not be considered an end in 
iiself but rather a means of 
helping pcxipL* better their 
community, the Regent said. 

nince Hassan expressed 
hope that in the ooming two 
yean, the Kingdom would con- 
dua its gene^ census to pro- 
vide information about the var- 
ious population sectors and 
their ne^ to serve xs a base 
for managing human and nat- 
ural rcsourecs. 

Questions raised during the 
meeting with the students con- 
stituted the main subjects dis- 
cussed at a subsequent meeting 
diaired by Prince Hassan and 
attended ^ the university pres- 
idents. Royal Court Chief 
Jawad Ananl and other offi- 
cials. 

U was screed that a study 
should be cortducied on the 
prospects of creating a social 
bonk to invest funds in the form 
of soft looas to unK'^ities, 
which in turn will grant long- 
term soft loans to excelling a^ 
needy students. 


Man jailed for attack on embassy 


AMMAN CAFP) —The State 
Security Court has sentenced a 
man to two-andra-half years in 
prisrai with hard kdxxr fra 
throwing a petrol bomb at the 
British embassy, a craut offi- 
cial said ^^^doesdoy. 

Abed Azzom. in his early 
twenties, threw a molotov 
cocktail at the embasy in Feb- 
ruary amid rising tensirais 


between Iraq and the United 
Natirais over weapons in^iec- 
lions. 

The attack caused no dam- 
age or injury and Azzom was 
ovrapowi^ by embassy 
security staff. He was charged 
with conytng out a terrorist 
act 

Many Jordanians were 
angered at British and U.S. 


threats of military ferce 
against Iraq during ‘Aic crisis, 
which was later resolved fol- 
lowing mecUation by U.N. 
Socretuiy Genoral Koti 
Annan. 

Azzom's sentence was 
holv^ from a possible five 
years in prisrai due to health 
considerations, the court offi- 
cial said. 
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Amman launches initiative to cut down on street iitter 


By Lama Sidawi 

AMMAN — The Greater 
Amman Municipality is 
spearheading efforts to 
enforce reguiariofis hart- 
ning drivers from littering 
streets as part of efforts to 
help keep the county 
clean, ofBcials said 
Wednesday. 

Smdents from private 
schools Tuesday joined 
the municipality's drive, 
distributing 400,(X)0 
whiCe-cofoured plasdc 
l^s to drivers at 45 traffic 
li^ts and intersections 
across the capital. 

The municipality also 


bung banners on main 
streets urging people to 
protect their environment 
and keep the country 
clean. 

Article 68 of the Traffic 
Law sets a fine of between 
JD 1 0 and JDSO for anyone 
who throws stones, oil and 
any other materials from 
their cars while driving. 

■*We are trying to work 
with the Traffic Depart- 
ment to reactivate this 
clause in the law in a bid 
to maintain the cleanliness 
of our sireeis," said a 
municipality official. 

Amman boasts relaiive- 
Iv clean streets thanks to 


an army of garbage collec- 
tors marming most streets 
to pick up litter from cars 
or pedestrians and house- 
holds. 

Amman Mayor Nidal 
Hadid, who supervised the 
one-day campaign, said it 
was important for citizens 
to cooperate to maintain 
“the distinguished level of 
cleanliness Amman has 
been known for." 

“Throwing Utter out of 
cars is unciv'ilised behav- 
iour," he added, referring 
to common scenes of peo- 
ple throwing ti.ssue paper 
and bottles out of cars 
while driving. 


Municipality officials 
said policemen helped 
them cany out the cam- 
paign, which cost almost 
nothing because the 
municipality hod the pia.<:- 
tic bags while 350 stu- 
dents from 1 1 schools vol- 
unteered to distribute 
them. 

“Police and muiucipality 
employees were there to 
make sure it was safe for 
the students to di.stribute 
Che bags among the vehi- 
cles," said one official. 

“People in general react- 
ed positively and liked the 
idea of the campaign." 


Government announces measures 
to curb employment violations 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — Prime .Min- 
ister Fuyez Taraw»ftt 
announced Wednesday that the 
government ha\ bc^jun taking 
measure^* to deal with unenv 
pktymem and noo-Joidanians 
woiidng in the counny illegally. 
Speaking during a meeting at 
the nime Minisoy actcxided by 
a number of Cat^iei ministers 
and officials to discuss the situ- 
ation in die labour market, 
Taiuwneh empha<ised the gov- 
emtnents determinadrai to 
implemum the law and regula- 
tions concerning illegal guest 
woriuns and unemplo>TneiiL 
issues which the government 
are now tackling include oigart- 
u4ng the labour market and 
dealing with security, social 
economic and political consid- 
cratioas in view of the large 
number of non-Jordaniaas cur- 
muly living in the counny. 

Unempl^ment has been 
officially estimated at about 15 
per cent, but independent 
sounres say Ir could he as high 
as 25 per cent An estimated 
300,CXX) to 500,000 guest 


workers IK'e in the Kingdoni of 
w hom only tdiout 40 per cent 
hold valid work permits. 

Soesring that the government 
will respect agreements 
reached with other .‘^ab states 
concerning guest workers and 
emplCtytnenL Tarawiieh added 
that die new measures to be 
taken are an exenrise ci Jor- 
dan's sovereignty. 

Tarawneh demanded that 
emploveiN respect laws and 
regulations reguniing the 
employment uf foreign wotk- 
eis. saying that emplt^ers 
should not give work to non- 
Jradanlons unless they acquire 
work perrmis in advance. 

The pEurkipanis ai the meet- 
ing draided ihra the sovem- 
ment vriD introduce a system to 
record the living and working 
places of non-Jordanian work- 
ers in the country; activate a 
special Public Security Depan- 
meru unit specialising in tppK - 
ing the employment bvv; snkt- 
ly app)y penalties, including 
tines of JDSO-JD 1 00 per momh 
in addition to wtiik permit fees. 


against empitty’ers of illegal 
guest workers; and ask unetn- 
plo\*ed guesi workers to leave 
the ccHimry and prosecute 
woikers entering ille^y. 

Fallowing the meeting, 
Tarawneh told Jradan Televi- 
sion that srane guest wrakeis 
enter the country’ illegally or 
overstay' their vi.<;as to wrak a 
situation he said requites the 
intervention of concerned 
departments. 

''^V'e do not lack bws and 
regulations, but we do lack 
in^lemeniatirai of the law." the 
(xime minister added. 

He said the pesence of non- 
Jordanian w orkers has had a 
direct impact on security’ and 
the labour iruukeL 

Bui Tarawneh denied that the 
new measures constituted a 
change in government philoso- 
phy or in JonJan's handling of 
woikers fiom ocher Arab states, 
saving that they' are intended 
rimply to oiganise the labour 
maikeL 

No visa.s will be issued to 
non-Jordanians except within 


the ftainewoik of agreements 
reached with other Arab ooun- 
tftes, said Tarawneh. 

According to the prime min- 
ister, a l^al committee fonned 
by the Cabinet and diaired by 
Justice Minister Jawdat Sboul 
will next week begin craisulta- 
tirais with min{«^ and direc- 
tras of various depoitmems 
prior to the peparatioo of 
labour regulations. 

He said the PSD has the 
responsiNlity of in^menting 
r^ulatioDs corveeming wrak 
places and residendes ra' guest 
workers. 

Tarawneh said unempktyed 
non-Jordanians pose a security 
risk to the oounuy. 

But he said Jradan will a^y 
the regulations in a civili^ 
manner, oddirig that non-Joida- 
niaos woftdng here legally w’ill 
enjoy the poiection of the law. 

The prime mtnistor added 
that some amendments will be 
intrcduced to existing Jaws, 
especially those conoeniing 
employment offices. 


‘Work on JD20 million Dead Sea 
infrastructure project under way’ 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The government 
W^xlnesday said it has started a 
JD20 millirai projea to develop 
the inftastruciure of the south- 
ern Dead Sea area as tourist 
resort. 

According to Minister of 
Water and Bieigy Hani Muikl 
the project aims at providing 
services and facilities to resi- 
draus and ftituie hotels and 
tourist villages in the region. 

Around six five-star hotels 
and resorts, such as Mairiot and 
Mdvei^ick hraels, are under 
construction. In adffition. Saudi 
fVince Al Waleed BenT^ will 
invest in a tourist village. 

In a seven-hour tour across 
the soudiem Jradan 'Wl^, 


MuUd told reporters that he 
expects JD200 million to be 
invested in the area 

'The government is working 
hard to develt^ the area into a 
tourist onraction tty tiie year 
2000," the minister said. 

The tour also included a 
review of die Wadi Mujeb 
plan, which will be part of an 
integraied prefect to develc^ 
the southern g]^ area. ‘There 
is M coc^)eradon with local 
authorities because in the end 
ihty will manage the project." 
he said. 

MuDd said the area's archae- 
ological sites and cultural fea- 
ture will be protected and inte- 
grated into the developmeni 
plan. 

Accrading to the minister, the 


project will create 5,000 job 
opportunities in the soutfai^ 
Dc^ Sea area. 

‘The project will lead to inte- 
grated dev'elopment in the 
area." MuUd said. 

A ffiversirai dam planned at 
the pram where Waffi Mujeb 
meeB Whdi Wfteh. in the h^ 
of the Mujeb Nature Reserve, 
“vv’ill not be coosnucted at the 
expense of the environment, 
and this is the most in^rtant 
thing," the minister sbes^ 

tIk Royal Society fra die 
Conservation of Nature, which 
manages the Mujdi Nanoe 
Reserve, wekxxned recent gov- 
emment assurances that it 
would coradinaie with the soci- 
ety to prevent any environmen- 
ts damage to die reserve duriiig 


the constnjctirai of the dam. 

According to die society, 
Mujd) is one of the cleanest 
and least distinbed river sys- 
tems left in Jordan. It is part of 
the water catchment for the 
Dead Sea and always has flow- 
ii^ water, even in the summer. 
It flows out to die Dead Sea 
thtou^ a narrow sandstone 
gOi^ lined with palm trees and 
lush vegetation. 

Two weeks ago, a craisortium 
ofintemational and local com- 
panies agned four agreements 
wradi JD6.4 millirai with the 
Nfirusity ofWatra and Inigaiion 
to supervise and provide atefai- 
tfiouial services in the imple- 
mentation of the JD180 mfllirai 
infrared pscyea to develop 
the southern area. . , 



JORDANIAN SITES IN PHO'fO EXHIBITION: Jordaniao aitisf Hnsseia Da’seh is 
currently exhibitiDg a series of photograph^ entitled “The Memory of the Place” 
documenting the country’s historical sites at Da rat .\1 Funun’s summer festivaL 
Da’seh, who studied painting and photography in Amman and Baghdad, has been 
photographing Jordan’s historical and toux^c sites since 1977. The Darat Al 
Funun Summer 98 Festival has been extended until Oct. 8 (Photo by Hussein 
Da’seh) 
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what’s going on 




THE FOURTH JORDANUN 
CHILDREN’S SONG FESTIVAL 

* Seminar on the Arab caricature per- 
sonality at the Royal Cultural Centre 
on Thursday at 4:00 p.m. 

* Performance of children’s songs at 
the Royal Cultural Centre on Thurs- 
ftay and Friday at 6:00 p.m. 

darat al funun summer ‘98 

FESTIVAL 

"Summer 98'’ cultural activities at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, to last 
until Oct. 8. include: 

EXfflBJT/OJVS 

* 50 years of graphic art from Lebanon 
and works by Jordanian artist Sahel 
Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama 
and by Jordanian artist Said Haddadin 
at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist 
Samia Zaru at the Byzantine Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs "Memo^ 
of a Place" by Jordanian artist Hussein 
Da'seh at the Museum. 


LECTURE 


*”Ancjem Arab. Greek and Jewish 
Communities on the Dead Sea; Recent 
Archaeological Discoveries in Jordan" 
by Dr. Konstantinos Politis (sponsored 
by the Royal Institute For Inter-faith 
Studies in cooperation with the 
Embassy of Greece) at Le Meridien 
(formerly Forte Grand) on Saturday 
Oci. 3 at 5:30 p.m. (Tel. 5696183). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Amman Seventh International Book 
Exhibit at the City Hall. Ras Al ‘Ain, 
until 10 Oct. 

* Works by graduates of the Arts Cen- 
tre (including ceramics, paintings, and 
sculpture) at the centre, Mahmoud 
Irani St. (Td. 5529619). until Oct. S, 
♦Exhibition of caricatures of Arab per- 
sonalities at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Oct. 3. 

* “Jordan-Kuwait Industrial Show 
‘98" at the Amman International Auto 
Exhibit, Airport Road (Telefax 
5690753). until Oct.2. 


Man receives 15 years for manslaughter 
in connection with woman’s death 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — A 29-year- 
old man was sentenced to 
15 years in prison Wednes- 
day after being found 
guilty by the Criminal 
Court of manslaughter in 
connection with the shoot- 
ing death of his ex-fianede 
in Deir Alaa last year. 

Mohammad Abed, who 
anempted to commit sui- 
cide immediately after the 
incident, was convicted by 
the tribunal of manslaugh- 
ter in the death of Majdah 
M., 23, on August 25, 
1997. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the couple broke up 
two years ago, and Majdah, 
who was also Abed’s 
cousin, later became 
engag^ to anoffier man. 

“Abed tried desperately 
to return to Majdah. but 
she reftised, so he followed 
her around and then sent 


her letters threatening to 
kill her and her new 
fiance," the court said. 

On the evening of the 
incident, the defendant 
went to the farm nursery 
where Majdah worked, 
drew a gun and shot her six 
times in the face and neck, 
then shot himself, the court 
said. 

The tribunal, presided 
over by Judge Ahmad 
Khatib and including Sami 
Karaki and Ibrahim Ali, 
decided to amend the pre- 
meditated murder chrage 
filed by the prosecution. 

“It was evident that the 
defendant killed his fianc6e 
out of rage because he saw 
her walking with another 
man. He did not plot to kill 
her," the court said. 

The verdict will automat- 
ically be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation within 
30 days. 


Minor files retrial 
motion 

Meanwhile, a 17-year-old 
testifying for the second time 
al the Criminal Court agranst 
three men, including a 
prominent Jordanian singer, 
accused of se.xually assart- 
ing her in Ap^ 1997 
Wednesday said one of the 
defendants raped her. 

Two of the three men, 
identified as TJ4. and UJ., 
the singer, uie charged with 
statutory rape, while the 
third defendant, Jj\., is 
accused of r^. 

The minra. who was Dried 
and convicted in absentia in 
July 1997 of perjury Ity the 
Amman Crimi^ Court, 
"Wednesday changed her 
testimony for the secraid 
time and said TJ^. did rape 
her.” 

In July 1997, she testified 
that she and T.N. did not 
have sexual relations. 


prompting the court to order 
her immediate detention at a 
female juvenile centre on 
charges of peijuty. She was 
later" released on baiL 

The defendant's attorneys 
told the Jordan Tunes that 
the minor, who has married 
and fives in the West Bank, 
“filed a motion yesterday at 
the Amman Criminal Court 
for a retrial.” 

“The minor wants a chance 
to tesii^' at the Amman 
Criminal Court about her 
perjury conviction," said 
defence attorney Abdul Gha- 
ferAbuKholaf. 

He added that she filed a 
similar request Wednesday 
at the Ciintinal Court, which 
adjourned the trial until Oct. 
29 to au'ait the new Amman 
Criminal Court ruling. 

Tte minra dropped 
chaiges last year agairisr the 
three men, but according to 
die Jordanian Penal Code, 
they must still be tried. 


Officers 
testify in trial 
of alleged 
extremists 

ByaStaffRc|K»ler 

AMMAN — Three polioe offi- 
cers testifying at the State Secu- 
rity Court in ibe trial of 10 peo- 
pl& including a former pofice- 
man, accused of canying out 
subveistve acts Wfedn«day 
q.**raft that ibdr colleague 
qrpeaied calm on tbe ni^ of 
an attack iuiibuied to the 
group. 

Frarner police raScer Khalid 
Tawfiq is one of tbe defendants 
standii^ trial on diaiges of pos- 
sessing, transporting and inanu- 
factuong exfftoszves vriffi iUick 
intraic, catty^ out extremist 
anadrs and belonging to an ille- 
gal oigaiusatioo. known as 
“Reform and Challenge." 

Three other people are being 
tried in absentia. 

The three witnesses testified 
that on the mght of April 22, 
when a police patrol staion in 
Swefleh was attacked. *10x11x1 
Tawfiq was calm and Stowed 
no reaction when ffie explosion 
occurred." 

In addition to the polioe sca- 
tirai attack, similar acts were 
carried ou in Mty, inducing 
arson attacks at a bold and a 
kmdergaiten and ag?Mn<t fer- 
mer officials' cars. 

The prosecution has charged 
ftiar some of the grot^ mem- 
bers met in 1994 and 
attending reli^ous lessons in 
ffieir hranes and decided to 
fram a greup to “dhai^ tbs 
reality in Jordan.” 

In Febmaiy 1998, tbe gioi^ 
decided to lamv^i an^ifo 
against govemment, security 
and some iocfivkhials’ {Soper- 
ties in additirai to eniertainnKot 
venues, and bought matwraie 
which they aS^edly u$ed to 
iDaDiftactine explosh^ 

Last week, aH 10 defeodaiiis 

pleaded not guilty to fee 

dames pressed agdnst flvim 

The militaiy tribunal, com< 
prised Judges Yousef pKniri, 
Tayd Ra^ and Ahmad 
Aya^ aegouned the trial until 
C^niobearifaelastsxpros- 
ecution wimesses in the case. 
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Majko consults parties 


on forming new 


Albanian government 


TIRANA (AFP) — Prime 
Minister-designate Pandeli 
Majko Wednesday opened 
tails to fonn a new broad- 
based coalition govern- 
ment. but opposition lead- 
ers called for more protests 
against the ruling Socialists. 

Majko, who was 
approved as premier by 
President Rexhep Meidani 
Tuesday night following the 
surprise resignation of fel- 
low Socialist Fatos Nano, 
began talks Wednesday 
with representatives of 
other political parties. 

Majko, 30, told AFP: “I 
have begun consultations 
which will continue 
throughout the day. 

“The composition of the 
new government wiU be 
announced as soon as possi- 
ble. today or tomorrow 
(Thursday) or later." 

Majko said Tuesday 
marked “the end of the 
political crisis" in Albania. 

But his optimism was not 
shared by the opposition 
Democratic Party (DP) led 
by the country’s former 
Ptesident Sail Berisha. 
which called for a demon- 
stration in the central 
Skenderbeg square at 6:00 
p.m. ( 16()0 GMT) 
Wednesday, according to a 
statement in the Rilindja 
demokratike newspaper. 

DP public relations secre- 
tary MinaroUi told AFP 
that his party was going to 
“continue demonstrations 
until a final solution was 


found to the political crisis 
in Albania". 

“For the democrats, noth- 
ing has changed except the 
names. The only solution is 
an interim government 
formed from a meeting of 
all parties chaired by 
Meid^f which would 
approve a new constitution 
and prepare new elections," 
MinaroUi added. 

Berisha said Tuesday his 
party did not want to be part 
of the new government but 
would support the measures 
taken by the government 
“to restore pubUc order, 
confiscate firearms from 
tile public and (.reinforce) 
national security”. 

Nano’s resignation fol- 
lowed his failure to form a 
new coalition government 
capable of ending a show- 
down marked by bloody 
street protests, which flared 
up aft^ tile assassination on 
Sept 12 of DP deputy 
le^er Azem Hajdari. The 
clashes between security 
forces and DP supporters 
left four dead a^ 80 
wounded. 

Majko smd his new gov- 
ernment would be made up 
mainly of members of the 
ruling coalition but it would 
remain “open to indepen- 
dent intellectuals or repre- 
sentatives of ocher parties". 

Besides Majko's SodaUst 
ParQ' (S^, the ruling coali- 
tion includes the 
Democratic Allian ce, the 
Social Democratic Party, 


the Human Rights Party 
and the Agricultural Party. 

The new govemmeot's 
priority would be the 
approval of a new constitu- 
tion. which is “essential to 
allow Albania to become a 
democratic country,” said 
Majko. 

He said another dm 
would be to bring the coun- 
by “out of the urgent state it 
is in and restore public 
order'’. 

The prime minister-desig- 
nate said be was prepared to 
begin “a constructive dia- 
logue with the opposition" 
and announced “big 
changes” in the ministries 
of the interior, finance, jus- 
tice and the dvil service. 

Albanian chief of police 
Hasan Ahmetaj said 
Wednesday his ofticers 
remained on a state of alert 
“in order to prevent any 
trouble". 

Hie country's police was 
placed on maximum alert 
on SepL 14, when the riots 
in Tirana reached their 
highpoint, Ahmetaj told 
AFP 

‘The police Is still on the 
highest level of alert It is 
being supported by rapid 
intervention forces (a spe- 
dal unit) and by the m^- 
ary police which has been 
under the control of the 
ministiy of the interior for 
the last few days,” he said. 

The situation in the coun- 
try was “relatively calm” 
Wednesday. 


MSF forced to withdraw 
from North Korea 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
loteraational relitf agency 
Medecins sans Fnxitienss 
(MSF) aoDounoed Wednesday 
it had been focoed out of North 
Korea by the Stalimsc govern- 
ment which was Averting aid. 

The French-based group 
urged donor goveniments and 
other agencies to review aid to 
Nonfa Korea and demand 
^eater accountaHlity from die 
government 

MSF director general Eric 
Goemaere said that since early 
June tfaete had been a clear, 
high-level policy change to 
restrict humanitarian aid in die 
Ihznine-stricken coun&y. 

MSP, which had been sup- 
porting 1,400 bealtfa centres 
and hospitals, was told Nordi 
Korea was able to letum to self- 
sufficiency and instead of med- 
icine wanted raw materials sup- 
plied to its state pharmaceutic^ 
factories. 

*Tn an unexpected move 
when we had to renegotiate die 
memorandum of understanding 
they told us to pull our teams 
out of die provinces, to stop the 
distribution of drugs and to 
continue with a program at the 
central level," Goemaere said. 

‘They told us the emeigency 
was over and they want to go 
back to structural aid," he 
added. 

“Now we are reejuesting mul- 
tilateral donor countries to 
change dieir aid policy to 
increase the pressure on the 
government and to make sure 
in die future c^oicies like ours 
will be able to letum to the 
field,” he said. 

North Korea, its economy 
shrinking for almost a decade, 


has struggled to feed its people 
since 1995, when severe flood- 
ing devastated die harvest 

Hospitals are now about 75 
per cent rctiaDC on Korean 
herbal mecticines. the agency 
said. 

Some n^its have spoken of 
up to diree millioa from 
famine, but Goemaere said this 
was difficult to cmifirm as 
international monitors had con- 
sistently been denied access to 
die provuices. 

“In die provinces in winch 
MSF was working we did not 
see people dying in die 
streets.,,, cotainfy nothing like 
famine in the Sudan," said 
Etose Miuie Pecchio, former 
MSF head of mission to North 
Korea. 

T think there is famine in die 
country but we do not know. 
Ws diink there are pockets." 
she said. 

Refugees who fled across die 
border into Ctnna told the 
t^ncy that food distribution 
had dried up at the be ginning of 
1994. 

*When international aid 
anives in Nordi Korea, the 
cargo is loaded on trucks and 
sent to anny warehouses," one 
couple with a young child told 
MSF. 

A U.S. Congress delegation 
report last month estimated the 
food crisis was claiming 
between 300,(XX> to 800,(XX) 
lives a year. 

MSF said it was coovinoed 
food and medical aid was being 
distributed along political lines, 
with party faithful receiving 
food as others starved. 

MSF also ejqxessed de^ 
conceni about (xphans and 


homeless children wandering 
die countryside. It sad it was 
con>mioed ddldreD were being 
rounded up and put into institu- 
tions to whidi die aid group 
was refused access. 

Tbe agency came across 
extremely maloourisbed chil- 
dren in sane 64 feeding centres 
around the country. dunk 
diey ate tbe peak of an ice- 
bei^” Gomaere said. 

“Afat^ population of home- 
less children, a vagabond popu- 
lation who do oa benefit from 
aid, diey were for us a definite 
prioity. 

“But when we said that, the 
auihaities told us they are oa a 
priotty," be added 

Refugees in China told of 
children in public places widi 
grotesquely swollen beads. 

*Their legs are also swollen 
and strmght like (ullars fiom die 
tops of dirir thighs to tbeir 
ar^es. Tbeir skin is black and 
they have ritin infections all 
over dieir bodies.” one witness 
said 

Gomaere said MSFs widi- 
drawal could throw tbe country 
back “almost into human 
experinieatation." meaamg 
doctors do ikx have drugs to 
treat serious diseases and if 
tlii^ do have the supplies, diey 
do na know how to use them. 

He described horrific condi- 
tions in provincial hos(Mtals, 
where doctoia were performirig 
operations without anaesthetic, 
sterilisation or antibiotics. 

Tbe last of the 14-strong 
MSF team will leave North 
Korea Thursday after 16 
months. 


Chrysler sues ISP’s over Web address 


DETROIT (XJPD — Chrysler 
Cop. is accusing two Internet 
service providers of Cjlw- 
piracy. Hniming diey use a 
slight variation of its Dod^ 
IMeb address to route net users 
to pornography. 

New Yotk-based Host 
Networks Ina and Hie Net 
[nc. are defendants in a lawsuit 
Chrysler filed late Monday in 
U.S. District Court in DeooiL 

The aufomaker says today 
it's seeking unspecified dam- 
ages and a court injunctiai to 
;hul down 

LVwwJbradodge.coin. a 
tite operated Tbe Net that 
provides a link to a pom she. 

Tbe site address is similar Go 


Chiysler’s 3-year-old market- 
ing site 

www,4ado(^.coaL 
The lawsuit says Host 
Networks provides Internet 
users with access to The Net’s 


site. 

Tbe Net and Host Netwodcs 
have 30 days to reply to tbe 
suh. Neidier company is com- 
menting on Chrysler ’s charges. 

Qi[}^atton)Q' Ron Fuller 
si^s tbe suit was filed because 
“a customer searching for 
information on a Dodge 
should not be faced with 
pornography. 

Chr^«ler ckums Tbe Net reg- 
istered the domain name 
foradoci^xxifli in December 


1996. S'mee foen die automak- 
er has tried to shut it down. 

Id July, Chrysler says. Host 
Networks offered to sell 
foradodge-com to the 
automaker "for a substantial 
fee." Chrysler declined. 

Chiysler’s complaint also 
claims The Net has “surrepti- 
dously obtained and registered 
other - aademarics including 

WWW.CDlLOIg. WWW. 

msnbc.org. www.tbemi- 
ciosofb]etwQik.coin. 
wwwjiasajiet and 

www.whitebouse. com.” 
Earlier this year; Chrysler suc- 
cessfully battled another pom 
she that used a corporate trade- 
znark, Jox)cks 2 g it off the Wsb. 


Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams arrives at the Winter Gardens in Blackpool for the 
Labour Conference where he is to talk with British Prime Minister Tony Blair (AFP 
photo) 


Adams hopeful N. Irish 
arms row can be solved 


BLACKPOOU England 
(R) — Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams Wednesday 
sign^ed he was optimistic 
a row over stockpiles of 
guerrilla arms that has cast 
a shadow over the Northern 
Ireland peace process could 
soon be resolved. 

After a 50-minute meet- 
ing with British Prime 
MlaisterTooy Blair, who is 
in Blackpool at his Labour 
Patty's annual conference. 
Adams played down talk 
that the peace process was 
in crisis and said there was 
time to resolve tbe problem. 

"Clearly we have the 
space to sort this out if tbe 
political will is there and 
Sinn Fein has that wUL" he 
told reporters after tbe 
meeting. 

The row erupted after 
Northern Ireland’s First 
Minister. Protestant David 
Trimble, said he wanted to 
see the IRA. which fought 
for years to end British rule 
in the province, start hand- 
ing over its weapons before 
Adams takers his seat on the 
ruling executive in tbe new 
devolved Northern Ireland 
Assembly. 


He noted that some guer- 
rillas Have already been 
released from prison and 
some British troops have 
departed from the province 
even though the IRA has 
not handed over any arms. 

But Sinn Fein, the politi- 
cal wing of the IRA. has 
said tbe peace agreement 
gives it two years to com- 
plete tbe decommissioning. 

While there is no deadline 
for appointing 10 ministers 
U) head new government 
departments, tbe Good 
Friday agreement states a 
new cross-border body with 
the southern Irish Republic 
should meet by October 3 1 . 

In tbe row. Trimble has 
also found himself at odds 
with deputy First Minister 
Seamus Mallon. deputy 
leader of tbe moderate 
republican SDLP par^, 
who backed Adams' posi- 
tion. 

Trimble, who is leader of 
the pro-British Ulster 
Unionist Party, and Mallon 
will bold separate talks 
with Blair later Wednesday. 

Tuesday Trimble also 
sounded a note of optimism 
that a resolution might be in 


sight. 

“I hope and believe it is 
possible for us to overcome 
this problem and I remain 
fundamentally optimistic 
about the p^e process." 
be told a frmge meeting. 

While Blair may help 
ease the stalemate at bis 
meetings Wednesday, an 
agreenaent is unlikely 
before a face-to-face meet- 
ing between Trimble and 
Adams later this week. 

Blair's official 

spokesman said tbe Prime 
I^nister remained confi- 
dent the political will was 
there among the key play- 
ers to resolve the issue, but 
said a solution was unlikely 
Wednesday. 

Before the meeting. Blair 
said be would deliver a firm 
reminder to Adams that 
handing over weapons was 
also part of tbe political set- 
ilemeoL 

“I will be saying wfaat 
I've always said that cbe 
agreement is tbe agreement, 
all of it's got to be imple- 
mented, not simply any part 
of it — decommissioning is 
part of the agreement.** 
Blair told BBC Television. 


Scientists isoiate immune 


system on/off switch 


LONDON (R) — 

Scientists have isolated a 
gene which they believe 
acts as on oo/off switch 
for the body's immune 
system, promising new 
ways of treating condi- 
tions ranging from cancer 
to Crohn's Disease, the 
British company behind 
the breakthrough said 
Tuesday. 

Researchers at the U.S. 
arm of Chiroscience 
Group Pic are also close 
to locating a second gene 
which could reverse bone 
wasting caused by osteo- 
porosis, a condition 
which affects millions of 
people over 60 and leads 
to more than one million 
fractures in the U.S. every 
year. 

Research and 

Development Director 
Robert Jackson said 
uncovering the gene 
which regulates tbe 
bcxiy’s immune response 
could one day lead to 
development of a whole 
new range of drugs. 

“Sometimes you wont 
to turn it off and some- 


times you want to turn it 
on.” Jackson told Reuters. 
Turning the immune 


system on or up could 
help in conditions like 
AIDS and cancer, where 
tbe body’s efforts to fight 
off tumours are currently 
too weak. 

“If we could strengthen 
that, we could develop 
drugs to help the body 
react to tumours." 
Jackson said. 

But switching it off or 
down might be useful in a 
range of diseases caused 
by an overly fierce 
immune response — such 
as rheumatoid arthritis, 
diabetes, psoriasis, 
Crohn's Disease, ulcerd- 
live colitis and allergy. 

Gene-based research kt 
the former Darwin 
Molecular business in 
Seattle. Washington, 
which Chiroscience 
bought in 1996. is also 
close to locating a mutant 
gene which may dffer a 
way of reversing the 
effects of osteoporosis for 
tbe first time. 

Scientists are studying 
around 100 people and 
their families in South 
Africa with extremely 
strong bones caused by a 
mutant gene which causes 
bone density to increase 


as people age — the exact 
opposite of osteoporosis. 

“We are close to identi- 
fying a unique bone struc- 
ture gene for osteoporo- 
sis," Chief Executive 
Officer John PadTield told 
Reuters. 

“All other treatments 
try to stop bone loss get- 
ting worse. 

What our gene appears 
to do is increase bone 
density very substantially 
— if this turns out to be 
true when we test a drug, 
that would be a revolu- 
tionary treatment for 
osteoporosis." 

The company 

announced the discover- 
ies as part of a day-long 
update on its research and 
development activities. 
Shares in Chiroscience 
were up 7 per cent or 17 
1/2 per cent in early after- 
noon trading in London. 

Chiroscience said it will 
also work with the small 
British genome comply 
Gemini Research, which 
has built up a database of 
genetic information based 
on identical twins. The 
two companies are to 
look for mutant genes 
linked to obesity. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Three Indian soldiers killed 
on Kashmir border 




SRINAGAR, India (AFP) — T^c Indian so dien® 
were killed in clashes with Pa^st^ troops at 
border outposts in the disputeci Hunalay^staic OK 
Kashmir, defence sources said here W^es^y. 
Sources said two army personnel were blled when 
they were hit by artillery shells ^red by Pabst^ 
troops in Kargil. some 200 kilometres from here. “It 
was once again indiscriminate an(^ unprovoked 
shelling bv Pakistani troops." an official said, potter 
Indian army soldier died in another attack, 100 kilo- 
metres north of Srinagar. Civilians ^ve dug und^- 
eround bunkers to escape shelling, while the majority^ 
of the residents have migrated from Kaigil ^ ite 
adjoining villages in the wake of conrinuM skirmiM- 
es, sources said. The Indian anny retabated, they s«^ j 
addin<^ they had no information of casualties on ; 
Pakis^ side. Indian and Pakistani troops routindy^ 
clash on the Kashmir border, and some 125 peopl^ 
died in eight days of artillery duels earuCT this m^ifL- k 
K ashmir, a Muslim-majority state, is claimed by both 
countries and has plagued relations smee their 1947>;j 
independence, sparking two wars. New Delhi accusal 
Islamabad of arming and training Muslim guerrillas, 
fighting to secede from India. Pakistan denies the 
chaise. 


Earthquake rattles Belgrade 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) — An earthquake 
measuring 5.7 on the Richter scale shook Belgrade 
and other parts of the Balkans early Wedn^day. shut- 
ting off electricity temporarily, rattling buildings and 
sending frightened residents into the streets. There 
were no reports of significant damage during the 
quake, which struck about 12:15 a.m. (2215 Tuesday 
GMT). But the independent B-92 Radio said one man 
died of a heart attack during the quake near the town 
of Valjevo. At least 17 people were injured, many of 
them tumbling down darkened staircases as they fled 
into the streets. Officials said tbe quake was centred 
near Cacak about S5 kilometres south of Belgrade, b 
central Serbia, authorities warned people to avoid 
drinking tap water because the sewerage system may 
have been damaged. Schools were closed in the area 
Wednesday. Callers to Belgrade radio stations asked 
whether NATO had attacked. The Alliance has threat- 
ened possible military action unless the government 
halts its crackdown of ethnic Albanian separatists in 
the southern province of Kosovo. In neighbouring 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. people fled into tbe streets of 
the capital Sarajevo, ifespite a heavy downpour. The 
quake was also felt in parts of Croatia. 


Cause of oil spill off San Francisco 
Bay still a mystery 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — An 8,740-litre oil spill 
that threatens to destroy one of the largest breeding 
sites for marine life outside Alaska has already kUled 
at least nine birds. About 760 litres of the oil stick had 
been sucked up Tuesday at tbe site 16 kilometres off 
San Francisco, said Dana Michaels, a spokeswoman 
for tbe California Depahmem of Fish and Game. TbS 
Coast Guard was expected to resume tbe -cleanup 
effort Wednesday morning to protect The FaraHoa 
Islands, a nearby collection of barren rocks that are 
home to thousands of birds and sea lions. 
Investigators were comparing samples of tbe thick, 
heavy oil sent to a fede^ pollution lab with samples 
from ships that had recently travelled through the 
same waters. The spill, first reported Monday night, 
occurred at the end of tbe breeding season, when hun- 
dreds of thousands of birds gather in large flocks to 
teach newborns bow to feed themselves. By Tuesday 
the slick bad broken up into baseball-sized tar balls 
and patches as large as 2.4 metres clustered over 1.6 
metres, Michaels said. Coming off that was a sheen- 
about 16 kilometres long. Coast Guard and other envi- 
ronmental officials Tuesday rught were watching San 
Mateo County, just south of the city, to see whether 
the slick would reach shore, Michaels said. No one 
has taken responsibility for ffie spill, which was first 
reported by a vessel that moved through the area 
Monday. Low visibility hampered helicopters trying 
to get an overview of the situation. Governor Pete 
Wilson signed legislation Tuesday prohibiting large 
transport ships from entering state waters unless the 
owner or operator has an approved oil spUl contin- 
gency plan. 


Impressionist paintings recovered, 
curator central suspect 


NICE, France (AP) — Police have recovered two valu- 
able Impressionist paintings stolen 10 days ago in what 
appears to have b^n a staged heist and arrested the 
museum curator for alleged aimed robbery, police 
sources said Wednesday. Two other people, described as 
small-time thugs, also were arrested in connection wifli 
the SepL 2 1 theft of a Monet and a Sisley at the Rne Arts 
Museum of Nice, according to the sources in the judicial 
police. They spoke on customary condition of anonymi- 
ty. The art works, Claude Monet’s 1897 painting ‘The 
Cliffs of Dieppe" and Alfred Sisley’s 1890 work “The 
Alley of the Poplars," were found on a sail boat 
anchored in the small Riviera port of Saint Laurent du 
Var. police said. The police sources said that curator Jean 
Ft^eris is suspected of having ordered the theft. The 
pilings were stolen by two mask^ men who took 
Fomeris from his home, drove him to the museum, tiiea 
bound and gagged him, the caretaker and another 
employee and shut them in the museum library. TTie 
museum alarm had been turned off, allegedly because 
the caretaker was on duty. The two men sped off in the 
curata’s with the paintings. Foineris later expressed 
his shock at the thefts. • 


No hunt necessary 
for hungry alligator 


Texas (AP) — Animal control officers 
didn t have to go out to respond to calls of a wayward 
alligator -- the gator came to them. When workers 
arrived at the Victoria County Animal Control Centre 
Tuesday, they found a hungry 2-metre alligator wait- 
mg outside. The reptile was apparently eyeing the cats 

of like being in 

McDonald s ^vethrough, but you can’t have the Big 
manager Roberta Fisher Tuesday. 
The gator fought ammal control officers, but they 
ov« to subdue it. The alligator was turned 

warden for relocation to a more appro- 
pnaie hunttng ground. 


i^mininal tht 




tosniar 


; r.VJ- i 




■5 


, '>1 ,t ' 

I.. . 




Cl'' 






r. , 

'! ■ ■" jnli. 





'rn^sr. 


i.„* ‘ >Oi! 

3«r'" 


Oec'r 


'v vel' 

. '■I 

.,v. -•T' >. r.tair 


‘ Tierci 
? -h. b 

'.i 5 a| ■ of 

Lh-» , . 








iWorld News 


Oltiii 


■■'D.no uf,-, “BgJ* 


'■B'-'"- irst 


sttles 


Belg 


rade 




; 5 ,:;;'vj^ 



Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 1-2 , 1998 

New Labour quits 
Blackpool for something 
less working class 


■ ' S^r***^ by two United Nation’s security guards as he makes his initial appearance before the war 

r.: B ;^JSterephoto) Yugoslavia in The Hague. Todoro\ic claimed he was to ill to enter a plea and the court adjourned the hearing 
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Bosnian Serb war crimes accused too ill to plead 


[THE HAGUE (1^) — A 
{Bosnian Serb told the 
lYugosIavia war crimes ai~ 
■bu^ Wednesday he was too 
lill to enter a plea on chaiges 
Jof rape and murder, saying be 
iicceived a heavy blow to the 
ihead during his abducdon 
iftom Yugoslavia. 

' Judges at the Intemadonal 
Crimi^ Tribunal for former 
jYugoslavia ruled the court 
{should enter a provisional 
iplea of “not guilty" for former 
police chief Stevan 
jTodorovic, 41. 

) Todorovic is chaiged with 
nfi counts of grave breaches 
jof the Geneva Convendons, 
'violadon of die customs 
'war and crimes against 


humanity over atrociue'% 
against Croats and Muslims 
in the northern Bosnian town 
of Bosanki Samac in 1^2. 

He was indicted in 1995 
with five other men, includ- 
ing Bosanski Samac's munic- 
ip^ governor Blagoje Siniic, 
who is still at large. 

They are accused of orches- 
trating a campaign of terror 
aimed at ethnically cleansing 
the strategic town. Three of 
the accused pleaded “not 
guilty” to amended charges 
earlier this month. 

NATO-led troops from the 
Bosnia Stabilis^on Force 
(SFOR) announced Sunday 
ch^ had arrested Todorovic 
‘^vithoul Incident" in north- 


ern Bosnia. NATO has dis- 
missed claims he was kid- 
napped in Yugoslavia, where 
it has no jurisdiction. 

Todorovic told tlic LI.N. 
court he was snatched from a 
friend'.s home in the Zlaiibor 
mountains in central 

Yugoslavi:L 

His !aw>'er told ivponcrs he 
was taken at gunpoint 
dressed only in his p>jamas, 
and subsequently gagged and 
blindfolded. 

“I don't feel well because 
during the kidnapping I W'us 
tTsnsporled fn.>m Serbia 

across the Drina River and 1 
received a heavy blow to my 
head with a baseball bat." 
Todorovic said. 


He hud a wound on the 
bock of his head and there 
was bruising beneath it, he 
said. 

Todorovic’s lawyer told 
reporters the alleged kidnap- 
pers were in cuhooLs with 
NA’JX). 

Todorovic is accused of 
committing the crimes while 
he was Bosanski Samac 
police chief in 1992. The 
town, now in the Serb 
Republic, wav occu{»ed by 
Serb forces early in the 1992- 
95 war. 

'*A/TOf seizing control... 
Serb authorities undertook u 
compuign of (error designed 
to force most Bosnian Croat 
and Muslim residenut to leave 


the area,” the indictroent .says. 

Measures included round- 
ing up non-Serbs and putting 
them in detention comps 
where they were killed, beat- 
en, tortured and sexually 
assaulted. They were forced 
to wear white armbands to 
identify' themselves and their 
bank accounts were confis- 
cated. 

The Yugoslavia tribunaL set 
up by the United Nations in 
1993, currently has 26 men in 
its detention unit outside The 
Hague. 

Ii has issued 20 public 
indictments against 58 indi- 
viduals. 

Tliere are also a number of 
sealed indictments. 


BLACKPOOL, England 
(AFP) — The British 
Labour Party this year 
almost certainly held its last 
annual conference at 
Blackpool. 

After 70 years in which 
this working class English 
seaside resort was the 
venue of choice for the 
working man's party, 
Blackpool is suddenly out 
of step with Tony Blair's 
“New Labour.” 

Party veterans like to joke 
that Labour and Blackpool 
are as inseparable as fish 
*n' chips. 

With its miles of amuse- 
ments arcades, severe land- 
ladies, giris of doubtful 
virtue and **world famous" 
illuminations — garlands of 
lights which d^orate the 
s^ront — Bladqxrol's 
cheerful tackiness defines 
the English woricing class at 
play. 

In its heyday in the 1950s 
and 1960s. the town played 
host to entire subu^s of 
working class families from 
nearby Manchester and 
Liverpool on their summer 
break. 

And since 1927. Labour 
has held the majority of its 
conferences by the grey 
seas in this windswept cor- 
ner of nonhwesi England. 

“Blackpool is the most 
authentic gathering place of 
parties of the left anywhere 
in Europe," said (klegaie 
Denis MueShone. *i always 
stay in small boarding 


bouses and J leom more in a 
week about the heartbeat of 
the U.K. than in a month in 
the Commons,” 

But the cheap and giddy 
thrills of Britain's premier 
holiday town are out of tune 
with the sophistication of 
Blair's “New Labour." 
Tony himself holidays in 
Tuscany and the south of 
France, and prefers olive oil 
to chip fat. 

To the relief of political 
journalists every'wheie, 
next year the Labour con- 
ference will be in 
Bournemouth, and the year 
after in Brighton. 

No decision has been 
taken for the years after 
that, but party officials 
admit privately that a return 
to the northwest in the near 
future is highly unlikely. 

Blackpool is scarcely 
helped by its position. Two 
hundred miles north of 
London, the legendary poor 
timekeeping of the British 
railways resulted in .some 
government ministers tak- 
ing seven hours to reach the 
town. 

And the beach is hardly 
an attraction; asked if he 
w'ould be taking a dip. 
Environment Minister 
Michael said he would not 
advise anyone to swim in 
the rubbish- and sewage- 
polluted waters. 

Blackpool's fading splen- 
dour is perhaps a sign of the 
town's refiis^ to modernise 
and stubborn reliance on a 


tried and tested formula, a 
stance at odds with New 
LalK>ur's reforming zeal. 

For the old guard, the 
divorce from Blackpool is 
almost as hard to accept as 
the jettisoning of the social- 
ist tenets on which the party 
was founded. 

“Bournemouth? It's only 
good for Tories.” declared 
one trade unionist. 

The blow will fall heavily 
on Blackpool’s population 
of 150.0CX). 

The town, which boasts 
that it has “more beds chan 
the entire Greek islands”, is 
entirely dependent on the 
£250 million ($420 million) 
which its decliiung tourist 
trade brings in each year. 

The Conservative Party 
too. which held its 1997 
conference in the town, also 
has no current plans to 
return. 

“It would be a catastrophe 
if we could not rely upon 
the conference season any 
more." said a spoke.sman 
for the town hall. 

Blackpool's one hope 
may be the gay community, 
which is fast making the 
resort into some sort of 
mecca. with 56 “spe- 
cialised" hotels. 

But there was no mistak- 
ing the shudder that went 
through the town with Tony 
Blair's keynote speech 
Tuesday, wten he woraed 
of “too much tolerance of 
mediocrity, too little pursuit 
of excellence". 
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NEW YORK (UPI) — 
.'Plant geneticists say they 
jbave t^eo a major step for- 
■ward in the development of 
fgeaeocally engineered 
.trees that will act like giant 
{straws, sucking toxic mer- 
(cury out of polluted soil. 

I Scientists from the 
University of Georgia, 
Athens, have shown in a 
laboratory experiment that 
jyoung gene-altered yellow 
{poplar trees can thrive in a 
iculnire dish containing 
high levels of mercuiy. 
;They gave the plants a mer- 
cury busting gene from 
bacteria. 

Not only did the baby 
trees survive, but they also 
could consume mercury, 
convert it to a less toxic 
form and vaporise it, spew- 
ing ir out though pores in 
their leaves. 

The study is published in 
i|be OctobW issue of the 
journal Nature 

Biotechnology. 

Although the research is 
promising, scientists say 
they won't know if the 
me^od will be useful in 
.figl^ng' mercury poEution 
{Until field trials are com- 


pleted. These studies could 
start in the next year and 
take years to complete. 

Field trials are also essen- 
tial to answer another 
important question, 

whether the method would 
only move the pollutants 
^om soil to air. but not get 
rid of them. 

Clayton L. Rugh. the 
studies lead author. '"We're 
not trying to relocate the 
problem.” said. 

But if it works, investiga- 
tors say planting trees 
would be an ideal way to 
clean up mercury contami- 
nated sites, because trees 
are easy to care for, live a 
long time and their root 
systems plunge deep into 
the. earth, where they can 
retrieve buried toxins. 

Rugh says: “They essen- 
tially feed'ihemselves. Give 
them some fertiliser and let 
them do the work for you.” 
Mercury contamination is, 
in part, caused by manufac- 
turing processes as well as 
the disposal of instruments, 
like thermometers and mir- 
rors, that use the silvery liq- 
uid metal. 

Once in soil and water. 


mercury can make its way 
into fo^. especially Hsh, 
which have been seen os u 
primary source of mercury 
poisoning. The metui dam- 
ages the nervous system. 

Researchers exploring the 
use of plants to tight pollu- 
tion — a field known as 
phytoremediation — say 
the Georgia experiment is 
important because it 
demonsirate.s that plant.s 
can do whut environmental 
scientists had hoped — take 
up u toxic substance and get 
rid of it. 

Biochemist David E. Salt 
of Flagstaff’s Northern 
Arizona University, who 
commented on the research 
in Nature Biotechnology, 
says: "This is the first time 
anyone has shown we can 
re^ly do this. It's a flag- 
ship.” 

Salt says the Georgia 
team has been able to m^e 
yellow poplar perform a 
trick alchemists learned 
long ago: Turning cinnabar 
into quicksilver. 

In his commentury. Salt 
says: “This trick raises the 
possibility that trees may 
soon be able to remove poi- 


.sonou.s mercury from soil 
by blowing it into the 
atmosphere. 

Rugh says that the mer- 
cury-fighting genes were 
taken from bacteria that 
were discovered through an 
unrelated branch of science 
— dentistry. 

Rugh .says dental 
re.seorchers were experi- 
menting on monkeys to see 
whether certain cavity fill- 
ings. which contained mer- 
cury, were hazardous to 
health. In the course of that 
work, they discovered mer- 
cury resistant bacteria liv- 
ing in the monkeys gut. 

The bacteria carried a 
gene the scientists have 
called mer-A that bre^s 
down one form of mercury, 
the highly toxic ionic form, 
to elemental mercury, 
which is less dangerous. 

Rugh says his team has 
also created mercury resis- 
tant tobacco and Thale 
Cress. 

The scientists used a 
method known as a gene 
gun, which shoots gene- 
coated gold pellets into a 
cell, a relatively routine 
process in plant genetics, 


says Rugh. 

the challenge, he su>s. 
was in tailoring the bacteri- 
al DNA to work as pan of 
the trees genetic machiner>'. 

The gene itself was not 
compatible with plant gene 
expression, he says. So the 
scientists tinkered with the 
DNA, chipping away some 
of the building blocks, until 
they had created a plant- 
friendly mer-A gene, says 
Rugh. 

The scientists say a com- 
bination of plant breeding 
and genetic engineering 
could create trees with the 
ability to pull more than 
one toxic element from 
soil. 

The Environmental 
Protection .Agency esti- 
mates chat about S200 bil- 
lion worth of toxins are 
produced in the United 
States each year. 

The University of 
Georgia group is working 
with a new company, called 
PhyioWorks, Inc., of 
Gladwyne. Pa., which also 
has developed plants that 
destroy other major sourcc.s 
of pollution, like TNT and 
TCE. 
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Microsoft demands authors’ 
notes about rival Netscape 
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boston (AP) — Less 
than three weel» before its 
antitrust trial in 
Washington, Microsoft 
‘ Coep. 15 scrambling to 
uncover evidence that it 
{believes could help defend 
I itself against govem- 
imenL 

> As pm of its pretrial 

■ preparations, Microsoft has 
j subpoenaed professors from 
! Harvard University and the 
j Massachusetts Institute of 

■ Technology, demanding 
'fhai they turn over raped 
•iuterviews wifli executives 
j from rival Netscape 

Communications Corp. 
j So far, David Ybffie of 
i Harvard and Michael 
Casumano of MIT refuse to 
|htod over recorded intcr- 
I views and documents in 
i which Netscape executives 
' adinii mistakes in their 


efforts to compete against 
Microsoft. 

Microsoft is eager to find 
evidence that may show 
Netscape's own business 
blunders — not its allegedly 
illegal conduct — caused 
Netscape’s Internet browser 
software to flounder while 
Microsoft's grew in popu- 
larity. . , 

The professors gathered 
their information research- 
ing a book, "Competing on 
Internet Time: Lessons 

irom Netscape and its 
Battle with Microsoft.” It is 
scheduled to appear in 
stores just days after the 
Stan of Microsoft's Ocl 15 
trial. 

The subpoenas came just 
weeks after broad ^mands 
by Microsoft for informa- 
tion from some of the 
nation's largest high-tech 


companies. 

Microsoft, accused of tty- 
ing to collude illegally with 
rivals, also wants to show 
that other high-iech compa- 
nies routinely collaborate in 
alliances against common 
competitors. 

Microsoft wanted docu- 
ments about high-level 
strategy meetings among 
Oracle Corp.. Netscape. 
Apple Computer Inc.. IBM 
Coqi.. Novell Inc., Sun 
Microsystems Inc., 

Hewien-Pnekurd Co. and 
Compaq Computer Corp. 

Oracle fought Microsoft's 
request, calling it "far loo 
vast.” But Tuesday, a feder- 
al judge in Wa.shington 
ordered die company to turn 
over some of the records. 

U.S. District Judge 
Thomas Penfield Juck.son 
agreed to limit Microsoft's 


request to any agreements 
actually entered, not just 
considered or proposed, 
among Oracle and the seven 
other companies. 

But the fight over the 
recorded Netscape inter- 
views remains, one of the 
authors said Tuesday. 

The several hours of 
tapes, which include inter- 
views with NeLscape chair- 
man Jim Barksdale, compa- 
ny cofounder Marc 
Andreessen and more than 
40 other employees, contain 
off-the-record comments, 
private conversations and 
admissions of strategic mis- 
steps. Cusumano said. 

"We consider this 
absolutely devastating,” he 
.said. 

"People did not make 
those type of comments 
with us thinking (hat they 


would be played in court.” 
Microsoft said it was will- 
ing to work with the 
authors, but called the infor- 
mation “reievom to refuting 
the govemment’.s ground- 
less ^legations.” 

“We understand the pro- 
fessors' concerns and are 
willing to work with them 
in every way to ensure thui 
any sensitive material is 
protected,” said Microsoft 
spokesman Mark Murray. 

Last month, Microsol'i 
demanded copies of aboiii 
4, (XX) e-mails chat NeLscape 
employees wrote over the 
past two years in private 
complaint forums. 

Microsoft said it was hope- 
ful it would uncover evi- 
dence that Netscape's own 
employees thought 

Micro.soft's browser was 
bener. 


Fastlink would like to announce that 
as of October 10, 1998, the number 
five (5) will be added to the 
beginning of ail mobile numbers. 
Therefore, Fastlink kindly 
requests the presence of 
all Sadiq subscribers at the 
following locations bringing 
with them their Sadiq SIM 
cards on the pre-set dates 
and at the pre-set times in 
order for their designated 
numbers to be reprogrammed. 


LOCATIONS: 

Amman: Marmara Hotel, Mecca Street behind 
Kanaan Gas Station 
Wihdat: Fastlink Sales Shop 
Aqaba: Fastlink Sales Shop 
Irbid: Fastlink Sales Shop 

Date; Saturday October 3rd 
9am-12pm Mobile numbers from. 20007 to 39257 
1 pn>4pm Mobile numbers from 39260 to 50287 
5pm-8pm Mobile numbers from 50356 to 621 00 
8pm-9pm Mobile numbers from 62109 to 68049 

Date: Sunday October 4th 
9am-12pm Mobile numbers from 68054 to 74546 
1 pm-4pm Mobile numbers from 74554 to 81 450 
5pm-8pm Mobile numbers from 81 479 to 86225 
8pm-9pm Mobile numbers from 86228 to 87255 

Date; Monday October 5th 
9am-12pm Mobile numbers from 87257 to 91056 
1 pm-4pm Mobile numbers from 91 059 to 94966 
5pm-8pm Mobile numbers from 94968 to 9821 8 
8pm-9pm Mobile numbers from 98223 to 99307 

All customers are kindly requested to abide by the specified 
dates and times. 

Fastlink apologizes for any inconvenience this may cause. 


For more information call us at: 

Amman - 586 3750, Tayebat Village - 4770 770, 
Aqaba - 03 322 557, Irbid - 02 251 691, 
or dial 111 on your mobile. 
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Better safe than sorry 

THE HOSPnALlSATION of more than 
200 students who fell ill after receiving vac- 
cinations is a cause for alarm even though 
such incidents occur in the best of devel- 
oped nations. 

While we hail the government and its var- 
ious branches for their prompt action, the 
set-up of an investigation committee and the 
openness in which the various departments 
dealt with the scare, we cannot but fear that 
negligence, as demonstrated by the water 
crisis, seems to be widespread. 

lYue that only around 200 students were 
affected out of 16,000 others who also were 
inoculated. Still, even the smallest number 
of Jordanian children falling ill because of 
one medical reason or another is enoi^ to 
generate concern. That the Ministry of 
Health insists the vaccines in question were 
tested and found suitable, makes one won- 
der whether there are enough safeguards in 
place to protect the lives of Jordanians at all 
levels and on all fhmts. 

If improper refHgeration of the vaccines is 
ruled out and the standards of the World 
Health Organisation have been met, then by 
sheer deduction, there must be an element 
of human negligence somewhere along the 
line that may explain the incident. 

In 1994, the minister of health then, Abdul 
Rahim Malhas, charged that our food and 
medicine were either polluted or outdated. 
His allegations were summaiily dismissed. 
But apprehension has always prevaOed 
among us. We know, for example that out- 
dated medicines and rotten food might not 
strike one ill instantly. But they might affect 
one’s health in the long-term. In today’s 
sophisticated and globalised world, people 
depend on their governments to scrutinise 
what they drink and eat, and especially the 
pills they take, to make sure that they will 
not have short-term or long-term effect on 
their health. 

We hope this government will bring peace 
of mind to the people, now and for good. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES " 

A1 Rail’s Fahed Fanek discussed contradictioDS between the 
healdi minis&y officials’ staiemeDts and wbat has been pub- 
lished in the newspapers regaiding the recent wato^ crisis that 
lasted for several mondis. Fandr holds die minister of health 
responsible far the potability of the w^ec The minister 
announced diat water coming from the Zai Whter Plant was 
clean and drinkable, but some press articles cast doubt on this 
claim, the writer said. Do we believe what officials said or what 
journalists wrote? Both minister of bealdi and journalists 
should resort to labcxatodes and wait for specialists' results. 
Fanek said journalists should not be sued for opinions they 
have published in their articles, even if diey were ^se, but that 
excludes information laddng medical evidence. Fanek sug- 
gested die prosecutCM; still investigating die waier crisis, send 
for those journalists who published articles about water conta- 
mination, and ask them to provide him with information and 
documents that migfu be tmxe helpfiiJ and important than those 
of the Minisay of Health, the Royal Scientific Society and local 
and foreign qiecialists. 

A1 Ra'i'S Mahmoud Rimawi said that clashes between the 
Arabs of Um Fahem and Israel reveal the racist nature of Israel 
udien with Arabs. But these dashes also reveal the 
Arabs' increasing national awareness among parties, local 
communities and even parliament. Israeli poli<y demands diat 
this **dvilised state" expropriates land from its Arab ownen, 
because when it comes to Arabs, Israel claims that their lands 
are e;q 3 fDpriated for oiganisational purposes, sudi as road con- 
structions, raititaiy areas and so on. laael since 1948, has 
proved that h is inqxssible to live in peacefol coexistence 
among the traditional " elite Zionists'* especially those who 
infliiwice the current Israeli government, driving the region into 
a vidous circle of ^^^Tled confrontation. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Parents’ role in a child’s education 


NOT ONLY teachers and school officials, but also 
researchers in the field and educators call on parents to 
take an active part in the education of their children, espe- 
cially in the early years of schooling. No maaer what the 
reason (excase?) is, parents cannot afford not to get 
involved. You cannot for instance, say you are too busy 
as a parent (barely making ends meet pursuing your 
demanding career full-dme, etc.) to devote time to your 
children's education. 

The saying, (and this is still repeated by many parents, 
in the less as well as the more privileged areas in our soci- 
ety) that teachers are paid to shoulder the responsibility of 
the education of children on behalf of the parents is no 
longer acceptable. Whether you like it or not (and you 
bener like it), you as a parent have to be not just involved 
but actively involved. Scholars in the field speak, in fact, 
of both a fiindamenta] role for parents and a partnership. 

Ail of this is fine. But it is easier said than done. How 
do parents get actively involved, and how do they become 
full partners? There is. in the minds of parents at least, a 
substanti^ degree of scepticism and a substantial degree 
of ambiguity about the very concept of being actively 
involved and being a partner. 

When we talk about the role of parents, it seems to me, 
we are talking about three dimensions at least. The first 
has to do with parents keeping in touch with teachers and 
school officials on a regular or frequent basis, through the 
general meetings that teachers and school officials hold 
with parents and through meetings with teachers and 
school officials on an individual basis. In the early, as well 
as later, years of schooling, it is to the benefit of the 
cbild/smdeni for parents and teachers to consult It is dif- 
ficult for teachers in a short period of time to get to know 
all students, and know them well; the parents can offer 
valuable information or feedback to teachers, and vice 
versa. Under this umbrella also, parents are expected to 
devote time to get involved (morally at least) in school 
activities in which their children take pan (sports, pirn's, 
musical performances, knowledge contests, etc.). 

Such dimension of parental participation or involve- 


ment is. in my opinion, the least problematic. What do 
you mean? Well. I know that some parents (especially in 
the case of public schools) never botiier to talk to teachers 
or attend any school meetings or activities. But many 
eitiier do or can be persuaded to get involved. Hiis dimen- 
sion is ultimately not problematic, however, because it is 
easier for parents to grasp and easier to perform. 

The second role for pi^ents is their own educational 
responsibility at home. Children need a lot of smentioo: 
drilling, training, explaining, and role modelling. The 
responsibility of upbringing falls on the shoulders of the 
parents almost entirely. It is they who are expected to help 
children develop in a healdiy way, to be successful, and to 
contribute to their own lives and to the lives of those 
around them constructively. It is they who help them (sup- 
posedly) develop healthy eating habits, cross the street 
properly, deal with others fairly, respect the environment, 
abi^ by laws. etc. This also is a role which parents 
(though they may not live up to the challenges involved) 
find easier to grasp and perform. 

The more difficult and problematic role, and the least 
plausible and clear to parents, is — believe it or not — 
how to help their children with their school work. For one 
thing, most parents find it unpleasant to sit down and go 
over the school material with their childiea. They either 
do not have the patience to do so, or do not share tiie 
belief in the very idea. Until now many parents feel 
school work is the responsibtlio^ of foe teacher and the 
school officials. A frustrated patent frriend of mine said the 
other day: send my children to an expensive school 

witii the expectation that they will at least take care of 
schooling. If I do not sit down and go over every tiny 
detail with my children they do not learn? What am I pay- 
ing the school for? My children seem to learn nothing 
from their teachers." 

Other parents tell the tale that in the more privileged 
countries of the globe, students do all school work at 
a:hooJ. When they come borne, they do not bring any 
textbooks with them. By contrast (the» parents say) most 
school work in our part of the world is done at home. 


Children come home with a huge bag full of textbooks 
and endless homework assignments. 

More importantly, however, most par^te (mclu^ the 
few who actually enjoy supervising their cbildren s ho^ 
work) suffer from an ambiguity about the ex^ lole th^ 
are supposed to play. Do they actu^y ^ch their cM- 
dren? Do they supervise from afar? Do they go over me 
soecific details? What if you ask your child to ^ve a- 
rnih problem and they can't? What do you do?^at if 
they cannot memorise the poem or the verse roin . 
Koran assigned by the teacher for the foUowing day? 

Parents are in a dilemma when it comes to this dunen- 
Sion of their role. Not only do they not know wtot t«^, 
but most have not been tr^ed to supervise or help. This 
level of parental involvement may be not only pointless 
but harmful. Children can get abused by impatient, bewil- 
dered parents — psychologically or even physically. And 
parents may also endow their children with bad sm^: 
habits and bad ^proaches to le arnin g. Many parents -(if 
not most) expect their children to memorise the maten^ .- 
rather than to understand it . ’ . 

Tbe imme diate answer to the question of what 
cerned parents should do is to have them talk to teachers 
or school officials. Teachers know more than parents (or 
are supposed to) about bow to help students with th^ 
studies, and they can give parents valuable tips and 
advice. . 

This, however, does not solve the problem entuely. Ine 
more effective thing to do — if we expect parents^to be 
partners and if we expect them to help their children 
(whatever fhaf means) with school work — is to make 
some literature on the subject av^able to them and to 
offer them some training (through conferences, meetings, 
wcvkshops, etc.). 

Before we expect p^nts to live up to their role as pan- 
ners and active participants, we need to endow them with 
the necessary awareness, know-how and skills. The indi- 
vidual schools can play an important role in this respect 
— not just the Ministry of EducatioiL 



Jerusalem life Daoud Kuttab 

Freedom to travel 


“HELLO, THIS is Mn Olmert," was the voice 
on the other end of Che telephone. The Israeli 
mayor of Jerusalem was calling my colleague 
Ayman BardawU to inquire about the difficul- 
ty he was having getting a pass to the airport. 
Ayman, the director of AJ Quds Educational 
Television was invited to a conference in 
Barcelona that dealt with Euro-Mediterranean 
cultural cooperation. Allisa, the wife of the 
right wing Israeli mayor, who was invited to 
the same conference, bad been approached to 
intervene on Ayman's case to ensure his safe 
passage to the conference. 

Ayman. an architect by education and now 
an animator and a television administrator, 
was rather suiprised by tbe call from (he high 
profile politician. A day earlier he bad gone to 
the Israeli liaison office outside Ramallah with 
his airplane ticket, his regular pass to enter 
Israel and conference invitation in order to get 
tbe additional permit to allow him to pass 
through the airport passport control. This was 
not his first time to travel. But this time tbe 
Israelis refused to grant the airport pass saying 
that by tbe time be is scheduled to be in the air- 
port the hermetic closure order will be in 
effect. 

An Israeli official whom Ayman bad called 
earlier could not help saying that the decision 
was made by the security people and he could- 
n't help. In other words, his entry to an Israeli 


airport at such a time would be a grave danger 
ro Che security of the state of Israel and there- 
fore tbe routine airport pass was denied. 
Pointing to the fact that he had reserved a seat 
and bought the ticket, the Israeli security per- 
son said he was helpless. 

The Israeli mayor who had received a call 
from his embarrassed wife in Barcelona was 
quickly able to make mountains move. Shortly 
after the counesy call from Ebud Olmert 
another official called Ayman to get his details. 
Moments later another Israeli voice was on the 
phone politely assuring Ayman that his permit 
would soon be ready. Sure enough twenty min- 
utes after the intervention of tbe Israeli offi- 
cial, his travel was no longer a security threat, 
the computers were suddenly working, vaca- 
tioned staff suddenly reappeared and were able 
to ^pe and approve the needed permit. Afrer 
receiving bis permit, and as he was packing his 
bags. Ayman received one more call from 
^ud Olmert. “Is everything OK, do you need 
help getting to the airport." be was asked. A 
taxi Jerusalem was waiting and Ayman 
didn't need any more Israeli help. **Be sure to 
give my regards to Allisa." the Israeli mayor 
told his new found Palestinian friend. 

In Barcelona, the conference was upbeat An 
Israeli television producer talked about dia- 
logue. Addressing the Palestinians on tbe 
panel she called for cooperation and exchange 


of visits. Ayman couldn’t control himself. He 
bad been feeling guilty about having this priv- 
ilege to travel while the rest of the Palestinians 
were under lock and key in a big prison. He 
asked to speak and chided tbe Is^li speaker 
for being so oblivious to the situation in 
Palestine. He explained how he was able to 
come to the conference. "How many 
Palestinians can count on the wife of an Israeli 
official to obtain their freedom to travel," he 
asked. "Right now more than two million 
Palestinians are unable to travel from the West 
Bank to Gaza, can’t use tbe airport and entry to 
Jerusalem or Israel is strictly forbidden. If you 
are sincere about your call for dialogue, your 
effort should be focused on ensuring tbe free- 
dom of movement for all Palestinians," be told 
tbe Israeli panellist 

As Yasser Arafat Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Bill Clinton continued to talk about tbe stalled 
peace process, the day-to-day problems of 
Palestinians seemed as far from tbe discussion 
as Washington is from tbe region. 

Whenever Ayman is invited to a conference 
that requires travel, be gets agitated expecting 
problems, and I am always encouraging him to 
travel knowing bow badly be needs some fresh 
air. After telling me his story he asked me a 
simple question: When will I be able to travel 
without permits, passes or tbe intervention of 
high powered politicians. 


Developing world Riad A1 Khouri 

‘We cannot do this alone’ 


IN A WORLD of mounting 
economic crisis, the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) 
region in general has less of a 
reason than most other areas to 
fear a great crash, if only 
because our economies largely 
have nowhere to go but up. In 
order to crash, ^ou have to first 
be moving at high speed, some- 
thing which most of MENA 
(including Jordan) is not doing. 
In the shadow of this continua- 
tion of sluggish growth and 
retarded development in the 
MENA region, the 

Mediterranean Development 
Forum (MDF) met in 
Marrakesh in the first week of 
September, during a nasty bout 
of global instability in financial 
markets and deep-seated wor- 
ries about a spreading crisis in 
emerging economies. Led by 
World Bank President James 
Wolfensohn, a host of the good 
and the great from the interna- 
tional development community 
came together in Marrakesh for 
the second MDF with senior 
representatives from MENA 
governments and private organ- 
isations. 

The event, devoted to dissem- 
inating knowledge, building 
skills, and fostering networks 
within tbe development com- 
munity in the N^NA region, is 
organised through a partnership 
of regional think tanks, advoca- 
cy groups, and related organi- 
sations — including the recent- 
ly established Jordan Economic 
Development Association 
(JEDA) — and the Economic 
Development Institute (EDD of 


the World Bank. This year’s 
event was attended by over 600 
senior government officials, 
influential members of the pri- 
vate sector, and represenratives 
of civil society. Characterised 
by EDI's Ishac Diwan as "a 
Davos for the Sooth," MDF is a 
chance for some of the region's 
most influential thinkers and 
practitioners of development 
policies to discuss tbe impact 
of the recent global instability 
and to make plans for tbe 
future. Just as the Davos meet- 
ings which the World 
Economic Forum has held 
annually over the past few 
decades aim to bring together 
key economic and business 
players from around the world, 
the idea is for MOF to do the 
same for the region. 

"Developing human capaci- 
ties" was high on the 
Marrakesh agenda, and JEDA 
played a role in developing this 
theme through hosting the 
preparatory MDF meeting on 
tbe topic in Amman in July. 
Then, and again in Marrakesh, 
it was noted that in the last 
decade, internal and external 
economic shocks have signifi- 
cantly constrained national 
budgets and limited tbe capaci- 
ty of MENA states to satisfy 
rapidly expanding demand for 
social services. A proposed 
solution to this problem is seen 
as more effective participation 
of the private and rlGO sectors 
in such things as health and 
education. 

In fact ‘’participation" in gen- 
eral was the theme of this 


year's MDF. with the noun and 
its adjective "participatory" 
cropping up everywhere. For 
example, one definition of 
good governance, another key 
issue of the Marrakesh meet- 
ing. included efficiency, 
accountability. decentralisa- 
tion. and participation. It was 
noted that development is not 
an isolated economic phenome- 
non. but an integral part of a 
general transformation of soci- 
ety in which (rust, cooperation, 
participation, and stability are 
built at all levels, including 
those of government. Cynics 
may argue that this will never 
describe the Jordanian system: 
my answer to them is that if we 
don’t push for these goals, the 
alternative may be increasing 
disaffection which, with a few 
more years of falling GNP per 
capita, will push Joidan to the 
brink. 

Most of those who were in 
Marrakesh are aware of the 
long-term nature of this 
process. In their summary and 
recommendations at the close 
of the event, the MDF partners 
pledged to continue contribut- 
ing to this "ambitious agenda." 
Happily, the Jordanians who 
attended MDF were over- 
whelmingly committed to these 
ambitions, and it will be partly 
up to JEDA to help make this 
agenda a growing reality at 
home. Such top-notch organisa- 
tions as the Lebanese Centre 
for Policy . Studies, 
TAssociatioo Maroc 2020, and 
the Turkish Economic and 
Social Studies Foundation. 


among others from the MENA 
region, are already leading the 
way in their own countries. 
However, in the words of 
Wolfensohn in his opening 
speech to the MDF “we have 
concluded in our institution 
that we cannot do this alone. 
We need a four-way partnership 
with international institutions, 
business and the private sector, 
civil society, and elected gov- 
ernments." The phrase "we 
cannot do this alone" rang in 
people's ears over the next few 
days, as practical suggestions 
started to be made for closer 
and more practical Bank 
involvement in MENA devel- 
opment and for greater partici- 
pation by people and institu- 
tions in the region in the 
process of pushing for positive 
change. 

By coincidence, all this hap- 
pened a few days after our new 
government was appointed. 
The bad news was that several 
people firom Amman who had 
intended to be participants in 
MDF became cabinet ministers 
or assumed other key posts and 
had to miss Marrakesh because 
of the pressure of their new 
jobs; the good news was that 
most of the ideas of these men 
are on the same wavelength as 
that of MDF. Once they also 
re^se that they too “cannot do 
this alone,” Jordan may be on 
the path towards participatorv 
sustainable development. 

The writer is president of the 
Jordan Economic Development 
Association. 



America’s 
image problerh 


To the editor: 


I WONDER what the 
definition for the word 
"democracy” is in the 
American constitu- 
tion? How can the 
United States claim it 
advances human 
rights? Crucial ques^ 
tions remain, I tmnk, 
unanswered over die 
publication of U.S. 
President Bill 

Clinton's intimate 
affairs with Monica. 
Wbat kind of democ- 
racy depicts its presi- 
dent as morally degen- 
erate, an adolescent 
chasing pretty women 
and as someone will- 
ing to strip off his 
clothes in front of any- 
one. If democracy in 
the United States 
means penetrating a 
man’s privacy, then all 
American people in 
this context should be 
punished too, since, as 
we all know, there are 
no strict rules pro- 
hibiting sexual rela- 
tions in any state in 
the U.S. I firmly 
believe that BiU 
Clinton ’s ordeal is not 
only an imperfection 
in the U.S. system, but 
also an example show- 
ing that the American 
juridical system lacks 
impartiality. The 
majority of the 
American people have 
become aware that the 
whole story is fabri- 
cated and overstated; 
they actually sympa- 
thise with their presi- 
dent whose prestige 
and reputation have 
been badly damaged. 
For my own part, I 
believe that those who 
stand behind this cri- 
sis have severely 
marred the image of 
America. 


Mazen A1 Tamimi, 
Amman 


The Jordan Times wel- 
comes letters and con- 
tributions from its 
readers on any issue 
they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for 
publication should 
contain the writer's 
full name and prefer- 
ably address as well. 
Names can be with- 
held upon request bift 
only under special cir- 
cumstances. Letters 
are subjea to editin$ 
and abridging. 
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Let’s get acquainted 


HRH Princess 
Basina chats 
with children at 
the Khalidieh 
Society for the 
Physically 
Handicapcm 
which sne 
visited on 
Tuesday In 
Mafraq 
lovemorate. 
le Princess 
was in Mafraq 
to open the 
Khalidieh 
branch of the 
Jordan 

Women’s Union 
and to present 
the Khalidieh 
Society with 22 
wheelchairs to 
the physically 
challenged. 


?h°i 


the two rtCK' ambassadors to Jor- 
dan everyone is talking about are 
Their Excellencies William Burns 
of the U.S. and Bernard Eime of 
France. The reason is much less an 
issue of the social functions they 
hosted lasted week than that both 
gentlemen look quite kindly on Jor- 
dan and the Arab World in general. 
Burns and his wife Lisa Carry host- 
ed a "let's get acquainted" recep- 
tion Monday at the embassy com- 
pound. There you could sec about 
ISO guests from a multitude of sec- 
tors, those currently “i/j the hop " 
as well as those "currently" out. 
On the guest list were members of 
the current government and the pre- 
vious government. From the new 
one were noted Minister of Trans- 
port Nasser Lawzi and Minister of 
Information Nasser Judeh. From 
the old, our agents spotted former 
minister of water Munther Had- 
dadin and his wife Lexi, former 
muiister of transport and communi- 
cations Sami Cammoh. The out- 
door reception went off without a 
hitch, except for the thin-skinned 
who found the evening air a tad to 


chilly. 

Einit opred for a more intimate 
gathering at hi.\ rt'.sUlenve with the 
chief ediiftrs of Jordan’s major 
dailies. Over a four-course lunch 
the amhas.sador came to place faces 
with names such as A/ Rai l Chair- 
man Abdul Salam Tarawneh, Al 
Dustuur Chief Editor Nabil Sharif, 
Arab Al Kim-hj Chairman Taher 
.Adwan and Chief Editor Riyad 
Hrctub, Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation Director General 
Ibrahim Shahzadeh. and Jordan 
Press Association President Seif 
Sh'arif. The press certainly came 
ciu'tiv impressed. 

**** 

PLEASURE IN GIVING: 

This M'(J5 also « week of Jonalum.s, 
except perhaps for l/NRWA which 
received some proini.s‘es hut no hard 
cash. Among those »i'C did not 
report was Dr. Raouf Abu Jaber's 
gift of 5JB hooks to the Lfiiivcrsiiy 
of Jordan library. Abu Jaher, a his- 
torian and bu.s‘inessman, i.s an 
alumni of the university. He 


obtained his masters 
there in J9B4 after 30 
years in private seetttr 
business. The books, 
which Ahu Jaber's wife 
MircUle was only to 
happy to part with, only 
to find herself saddled 
with another several hun- 
dred looking far shelf 
.space, include 373 in 
Arabic and 16? in Eng- 
li.sh. They cover subjects 
ranging from Islamic and 
Etiri>pean history, to eco- 
nomics. art, sports and 
gengrtfphy,. The library 
has registered the bunks 
into its ciassification sy.s- 
tem and has made them 
available to students, just 
as Ahu Jaher intended. 
His generosity towards 
his alma mater rings 
every day on the campus 
of the university. It w«5 
Abu Jober who donated the clock 
tower located near the library and 
presidency buildings. 

In Fuhei.s local community was 
happy to receive a dunuiion front 
Dr. Shukry IV. David of Detroit, 
Michigan. The gift irw.? a fully 
eqtiippped presented in 

the name of the neiv Fuheis Ortho- 
dox Club. 



Here they 
are, the tal- 
ent of the 
future. 
Young par- 
ticipants to 
the Arab 
Children’s 
Song Festi- 
val take 
time out 
from their 
perfor- 
mances for 
a photo 
opportuni- 
ty shot out- 
side the 
Royal 
Cultural 
Centre. 


Royal Highnesses 
Princess Faisal Ben 
Hussein and Princess 
Alia Faisal on Mon- 
day and will run 
through Oct. 23 at the 
Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts 
in Jebel Weibdeh. 

.Also in October, the 
InsiituTO Cervantes 
has a host of activities 
lined up including an 
important arhihitioti 
of Goya's Caprichos 
t engravings in 

aquatint! which is 
being held under the 
patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 
This exltihition begins 
Oct. 13. 

— Jennifer Hamdnieh 



Shukri David 


SPECIAL ANNIVERS.ARIES: 

In Ammon to bless several momen' 
tftus evenr.'i is Armenian Painarch 
of Jerusalem Torkom Munougian. 
who is responsible for the .Armenian 
Church in Jordan. The pairiurch 
arrived in .Amman on Tuesday, to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the church in Jordan, the opening of 
a TJfir hall ne.xt to the church, the 
35 anniversary nf the ordination of 
.Archbishop Vahan Tapalian, his 
20th anniversary as bishop of the 
Armenian cunwiunicy in Jordan, 
and 10 year.-i of his being promoted 
to archbishop. His Beatitude 
offered mass yesterday and was 
guest of honour at a reception 
Wednesday night at the Radisson 
SAS Hotel. Tonight there will be a 
banquet for the Armenian commu- 
nity also at the Radisson. The 
.Armenian community in Jordan 
today numbers around 4,000 peo- 
ple. They maintain their own 
Armenian Community Elementary 
School in A.shrafuh and two clubs. 
Homentmen and Al Waiani, in addi- 
tion to the Armenian Relief Society. 


**** 

KNOTS TIED: Wedding ulula- 
tions sounded loud for Sura Omar 
Madani and Moiaz .Ahmad Husseini, 
brother of our crime reporter Rana 
Husseini. Sura is an architectural 
engineer, and Motaz lives and works 
in Greensboro. North Carolina, The 
couple were wed on Saturday, feted 
at the Philadelphia Hotel and left 
for their honeymoon in Florida. 
They will settle in Greensboro. 

Back from a three-week honey- 
moon to Paris, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Acapulco are neviJy- 
weds Nadia Chaib Mukhlis and 
Nabil Salim Hudhud. Nadia is a 
freelance writer with the J.T. and 
Nabil is in construction niaterials 
sales. Their wedding celebration 
took place on Sept. 3 at the Inier- 
Continenial Hotel. 

**** 

IMPORTANT ART: Mark your 
calendars next month for an c.xhihi- 
rion of Arabic calligraphy by Jor- 
danian artist Nassar Mansour. The 
e.xhibition will be opened by Their 



Nadia and Nabil Hudhud 
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Cyber millionaires create new 
mould of philanthropy 


By Karen Lowe 

Agence France Pkssc 

Newly xich cybeitycocms, ensconced in 
po^ hixiies possessing bul^g port- 
folios, are moving to change the face of 
frfwlarrfhmpy here With a new approach u> 
chadiable giving. 

In this m^west raetrc^lis, here where 
X&rosoft makes its home along with 
dozens (k other high-tech firms, an esti- 
mated ^,000 housdiolds have a net 
woith of at least one million dollars. 

'Tte critical mass is here’* said Paul 
Brameni who founded Sodal Venture 
Pinners (SVP) after selling Aldus (whose 
FageMato system dtiMiunated desktop 
publishing) for S525 million to Adobe 
Sysems. 

*Aod here were people nho were clear- 
ly foinWng about Issues, and well more 
than myself," ssdd Bndnerd, 50. addiDg 
tlw SVP has gathered about 100 partners 
since it began less than a year ago. 

What makes this wave of philan- 
thropists difierent is that most did not 
inb^t their wealth, tiiey are in their 30s 
and •IQs and are not waiting until late in 
life to give. Ncx* are tiiey writing checks 
and waUdng away. 

Coniributiems to the {hilanthropy are 
limited to SS,000. And using a venture 
c^ntalist nxyiei, 70 per cent of the ptut- 
nos contribute time aid expertise to tack- 
le vexing community problems. 


The group has amassed $3(X).00Q, a 
small sum considering who the backers 
are. But Brmnerd insists it would be hard 
to calculate the value of networidng that 
these individuals bring to the table. 

“A good venture capitalist brings to a 
young con^sany coniacLs, liJKwiedge of 
which attorney to ULse. whidi accountant, 
where is a good marketi ng person,'' Brain- 
enfsuid. 

Partners have targeted for help those 
students wire are ui risk for academic f;til- 
ure. particularly in ethnically diverse and 
low-income neighborhoods that dot this 
di\’ of sleek, glassy buildings. 

At Kimball Elentenuuy' &h<x'l. princi- 
pal Victoria Foreman said SVP has 
recruited businessmen to mentor students, 
arranged for bilingual training for parents 
and created a weteite to pair students with 
volunteers. 

“They are so full of energy. They are so 
amazing,” she said. ‘'They have ihis group 
of people who want to make u diflerence 
in kids' lives and they keep coining up 
with new ideas.” 

After media mogul Ted Turner’s bull- 
horn call w charity with his one billkxi 
dollar pledge to the United Nations, 
Forbes magazine recently noted techno- 
millionaires were among the most parsi- 
monious of givers. 

Microsoft chief Bill Gates, one of the 
richest men in the wwld, w-as sairod for 
not being more generous. He grave 3»225 


million to charity, but that <fid not quiet 
complaints especially as his vast hcHne 
near^ compl^on. 

But Paul Shoemaker, the SVP executive 
director who left Miciosoft for his current 
post after earning ‘'mexe money than 1 
ever deserved," said the newly rich are 
looking for a meaningful way to give. 

‘T have found organizatirxis thar do giv- 
ing circles. And I have found those th^ 
invest their time and expertise," said Shoe- 
maker. T haven't found many, or any yet, 
that do both of those things together." 

The cybenieft in various parts of the 
country are at difterent stages of evolu- 
tion, said ShoemakM; who has fielded 
culls firxn Silicon Vall^ to Austin, Texas, 
where a group is lot^g at the SVP 
model for helping. 

"We’re only 12 months old," Shoemak- 
er said. ‘‘We've proven a ceruun pan of the 
model. The questicxi is: Where do we go 
fixMTihere?" 

These cyber i^anihiopists are als(^ 
stepping where the government and tradi- 
tion charitable organizations nonmally 
don’t go, taking risks on untried ideas 
without budget constraints. 

"Government is no longer able or capa- 
ble to fund this land of work." Brain^ 
said, “poroculariy if there m any kirtd of 
innovation or risk taking involv^" 


Living in the future 


By Jean-Qaude Elias 

the GAME the FT (Information Technology) industry is play- 
ing w ith computer users is unfair. Before a new product^ is 
brieased on the market, a better one. to be available soon k» 
announced. Take Intel’s Pentium D CPU for example, the iMtw 
of your PC. The fastest rr«xtel money can buy you today is the 
450 MHz. Bui before even there was any price tag on il Inief 
had annwinced the 600 and the 700 MHz chips for next y^- 
The S6WY on and on for most computer products. When 

^Kon revealed tiieir new Stylus 740 Qa^htp ink-jet prints in 
Cairo last week th^ made sure to mention to the 
invited ihe^ the writer of this column included, mat they had 
more in store, like "the new super fast color laser printer at an 
incredibly low new price/’ .As mouth w-atering at .such Jntor- 
nation may be U still leaves most users in continuous frusw- 
titw. For bow can you be satisfied when you knW' that 
ever you’re buying now win be superseded, or at lesw e.\cw- 
«L by a product that will be available in a few monte, a few 
weeks time? The double irony is that the infomiatHm is co^S 
to you fiom tbe veiy vendor who is selling you an aready obso- 
lete piece of equipment. At the same time, there ls to way to 

keep waiting tbe ‘1?ettef’producuo be on the maiicei 



have to start somewhere, 
sometime. 

Another typical example is 

the modem. Cunendy the most perfomiing type is the 56Kbps 
(kilo b)ies per secorid). Well- informed sources, however, are 
telling u.< that the Kin^om will be equipped with the digital 
ISDN telephone system later next year or in the year 2000 lat- 
est. ISON will allow transmission rates that are far superi<^ to 
any modem we now have, not to mention increased reliability. 
So even if your spouse has just oflfered you the latest "US 
Robotics 56K with voice mail and internet Telephony" modem 
for your birthday, you can't but dream of ISDN. For now you’re 
jiLst not happy enough. 

Similaiiy. there's no way to acquire the ideal la.ser disc driw 
for the time being. The ultimate, fully-compatible DVD (Digi- 
tal \^rsatile Disc) drive has only be announced recently. The 
idea probably is to make sure all owneis of CD-ROM or of 
early OVD dnves are miserable enough. But take heart the uni- 
versal DVD should be around by mid-1999 . . . until something 
new is announced. 

Diey .say that hairiness is a state of mind and that it has noth- 
ing to do with mon^ or material possessions. They Just didn't 
take into consieferauon PC users. 


A flight simulator which 
recreates G-forces 


By MarkPrigg 

BRITISH FIGHTER {HkMs are lo 
be ooined on the first seat ihui can 
simulate the effects of G-foree. 

Developed at the Ctanfield 
Colf^ of Aeronautics, the seat 
fools pilots into thinking they ate 
moving and experiencing G- 
tbree. 

Simulators built around the seat 
will be far cheaper than present 
machines that rely on mmeuble 
.suits to pitch and roll an entire 
cockptL 

Cranfield Aerospace, which is 
handling the comnK-rdal desel- 
opnteni of tbe product, has 
already recehvd orders from the 
MinisO)’ of Detima* to use the 
seat to train Hawk fighter pilots. 

The effects of G-force are 
mimicked in a number of way.s. 
The pilex's harness can be ten- 
sioned ix* slackened, smd the seat 
has a backpad that can harden or 
soften. Tbe backpad also mo\es 
fio/n side to side to .simulate tur- 
bulence and the effect of gun- 
shots striking the place. Simple 
motors also imwe the sear sli^- 
ly to alter the pilot's riewpoint 
adding to the impression tiw G- 
foices are pushing him into his 
seal 

Accoiding to David Buigo>nc. 
the head of the team devektping 
the .seat, it offers a more ruullstic 
experience than a plati'omi simu- 
laior. Whal we are doing is uciii- 
ally recreating the effects of G- 
force." he says. "For instance, it 
you puU up h:itd and get 2-.'g 
positive, yixir cyeline changes, 
you are pulled into the seal, 
which also haidens conskJerabK . 
and the hames-s sofiens as if yni 
were being {xishcd backwards. 

"If you pull negative G-tbrev. 
you are .squeezed into the sc.ii 
quite foRteftiliy. It Ls a lot more 
realisdc than being in a simulatoi 
on .suits, where tim is a feeling 
of movement but not ol G-force." 

The seat i.s controlled b a com- 
puter chip programmed with the 
fijght dik&aeristit.^ of a plane. 
Butgpyne says militaty pikus 
who ha\? used the system can tell 
whstt plane they are flying just 
from the motion of the .seaL 

"Just like am, every plane han- 
dies differenily.'' says Buigoy'ne. 
"When we giv'e a simulation 


company one of our seats with 
their plane charactoisdes pro- 
grammed in. it is still only about 
95 per cent perfect The sinuib- 
don company then uses hours of 
test-pilot flights to get the system 
perfect 

“Once that has been done, it is 
almost impoi^ble rex' pilots to tell 
theyareinarimulaior — the han- 
dling characteristics are identical. 

"If they ran off an auffeld, for 
instance, they are rattled about 
We even rimuJtue the effect of 
being hit by weqxms by jolting 
the pilot around in exactly the 
same way as a real plane under 
attack move them. We 
recorded the exact fioquenries 
that resonate ibough a pikx's 
seat so we know the ^'siem is 
practically 1 00 per cent accurate." 

Burgpyne says the seat can 
respond to commands within 20 
millisecotKls. wludv is faster than 
most displays used in simuiwirs. 

Initially, the sj’stem will he 
aimed at tbe mi]iiar>‘ for training 
fighter pilots. Tbe Mimsoy of 
Ciefence is buying three seats and 
Cranfield has also sold the sy^ 
tern to Boeing and for use in 
training F-I6 pilots. An anempi 
t«» >cll the technnli>3‘ lo the 


Eurofighter project is also under 
way. 

The idea for the motion seat 
w:a5 conceived during foe Gulf 
war, who] there was a need for 
cheap, porefole siroulaicxs. 
Transpening huge simulators to 
the war zone was impractical, so 
veany virtual training nusrions 
were cancelled. 

"Our system ju.st plugs into a 
simuJatordispI^, form pli^ into 
a siandanJ power supply. Thai's 
all there is to iu we can set up vir- 
tually anywhere," says Buigc^. 

However, Cranfield beli^'es 
die biggest market for the seat 
will be in retraining airline pilots. 
C!ranfield now aims to the seat 

approved by the CtvD Aviation 
Auibori^ (CAA) as an alterna- 
tive to pj^orm-bosed simulators. 

The key now is getting CA.A 
t^jprovaL They offer sev^ lev- 
els of for simulators, 

and we think we can achieve 
them all There is no reason dial a 
paJot can't con^ilere all of his 
Dainii^ uring our seat and be 
ready to fly the plane for real," 
says BurgoyTie. 

The team hopes to have full 
CAA approval for the se^ within 
five vears. 


The cost of buying and, more 
inqxxtanily, maintaining these 
huge simulators Ls vast," says 
Bi^oyne. "We can significantly 
cut th^ cost and offer a more 
realistic experience. A platform 
simulator wd^ about ^.OOOIb, 
costs between £3m and £10m 
and needs a lot of maintenance. 
Vie can create a full system for 
£Im that needs little mainte- 
nance." 

The team also bc^ eventually 
to create a cheap version of thie 
astern aimed at the arcade 
games muricet, and is even con- 
sidering a amulaior for leaching 
driving. 

'The good thing about our 
design Ls foot it is con^Tletely 
mofoibr." says Buigqyne. "Every 
pan of the system uses the same 
basic parts, so we can pieoy 
much mix and match a seat 
What 1 can see us doing in the 
future is creating a cm-dotvn ver- 
.sion for a much lower cost 

‘The games market is an obvi- 
ous target for that, but 1 also see a 
big market for afftxidable, higb- 
qioliQ' sonulotcxs in the driving 
maikeL" 

— The SiiikkK 





DELI NOW OPEN!!! 

German Bread 

[black bread, buns, loah, pretzels and much more baked fresh daily] 

Sausages and Hams 
at the Bayerischer Hof Deli 

available for our customers starting today 
...as for our restaurant, we will be able to 
receive customers in the coming week... 

Sweifieh, Al Hamra Street [same street as Boston Fried Qiicken] 
or phone us at 079-23760 
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Government 
clears RJ for 
privatisation 


By Gbadeer Taber 

AMMAN — The govem- 
meni Wednesday gave 
Royal Jordanian ("RJ) the 
go-ahead to finalise agree- 
ments with two European 
finns setting it en route to 
its final destination — the 
international market to sell 
off a major stake of ±e 
indebted airliner to a strate- 
gic partner. 

Banque Paribas and Clif- 
ford Chance, working in 
tandem, will evaluate the 
airline's assets, restructure 
the balance sheet, recom- 
mend ways to handle the 
company's JD700 million 
debt, set up a debt free sub- 
sidiary and eventually sell 
up to 60 per cent of the new 
entity to a foreign partner. 

After reviewing the 
agreements, initialled last 
month, the Higher Ministe- 
rial Committee for the Pri- 
vatisation of RJ authorised 
the head of the Prime Min- 
istry's Executive Privatisa- 
tion Unit and RJ board 
member Adel Qudab to 
sign a 36'month. S1.2 mil- 
lion deal with Paribas and a 
10-month $925,000 agree- 
ment with the British law 
firm of Clifford Chance, 
officials said. 

Paribas will also receive a 
0.95 per cent success fee 
after the sale goes through 
to be paid by the strategic 
partner. ±ey said. 

The two firms are set to 
Stan work Oct 12 on sort- 
ing out the financial com- 
plexities of the 33-year-old 
airliner. 

Privatisation of the airline 
is part of a controversial 
and much-delayed govern- 
ment effort to sell off its 
et^icy in state-nui-enter- 
pnses. including the lucra- 
tive telecommunications 
company and the cement 
factory. 


The Senate Economic 
and Financial Committee, 
in a highly critical and dis- 
mal assessment of the state 
of the economy issued last 
week said the privatisation 
process, launched in 1989 
as part of an International 
Monetary Fund economic 
reform plan, was proceed- 
ing slowly because of 'lies- 
itatioQ and procrastina- 
tion." 

The government, which 
has put forward an ambi- 
tious schedule for the com- 
pletion of a World Bank 
blueprint for privatising the 
airli^, expects to be ready 
to sell a stake in a new 
debt-free operating sub- 
sidiary eight months after 
initiating the restructuring 
process. 

The operating subsidiary, 
which win handle the avia- 
tion part of the business and 
include the planes, routes 
and technical support, will 
be marketed by the finan- 
cial advisor, which had to 
bid for the contract in a 
consortium with an air 
transport sfKcialisL 

The remaining businesses 
of the airline, such as the 
duty free shops, engineer- 
ing and maintenance ser- 
vices and catering, will be 
part of a government- 
owned holding company, 
which will represent the 
government's share in the 
new subsidiary. 

Id order to create the sub- 
sidiary, Clifford Chance 
and its local partner will 
help the government 
change the regulatory 
framewoik wtuch grants RJf 
a state monopoly. 

Gifford Chance, which 
bid along with seven other 
firms for the contract, will 
also focus on the airline's 
legal liabilities, and estab- 
lish new relationships with 
civil authorities and other 
third parties. 


RJ, Tarom renew 
aviation agreement 


AMMAN (PetraJ — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ). Ae national 
aircarrier, and the Romanian 
aitiine (Tarom) Wedensday 
renewed an agreement on 
operating one flight weekly 
by Tarom between Amman 
and Bucharest starting the 
beginning of next month. 

^ vice president for com- 
mercial aff^. Majdi Sabri. 
said that under the new 


agreement Tarom will be 
able to operate a tempora^ 
additional flight a week in 
the summer of 1999 as of 
June. 

The temporary flights will 
last for four months. 

The agreement. Sabri 
added, also includes a provi- 
sion that each party will 
help increase sales on the 
other airline. 


Murad: Value of bad cheques 
could reach JDSOOm in 1998 


By Tareq Ayyoob 

AMMAN — The recession 
m commercial activities in 
the country was responsible 
for a marlred increase in the 
number of bounced 
cheques issued this year 
compared to previous 
years, a senior bus'messman 
said Wednesday. 

Haidar Mur^ chainnan 
of the Federation of Jordan- 
ian Chambers of Com- 
merce, said the total value 
of cheques returned for 
insufficient fund this year 
could amount to JD500 
million compared to JD436 
milli on in 1^7. 

‘The recession in trade 
activities was responsible 
for many negative out- 
comes especially bounced 
cheques," Murad told a 
meeting of members of 
trade chambers from all 
around the country. 

At the gathering in Karak, 
he said that among the solu- 
tions the ■ government 
should resort to is revitalise 
the trade by easing restric- 
tions on granting loans to 
traders and lowering inter- 
est rates. 

Murad also said that 
rescheduling traders* debts 
would help them fulfil their 


outstanding financial oblig- 
ations. 

He said recession has 
caused a drop in the King- 
dom's foreign exports as 
well as its imports. 

Central Ba^ of Jordan 
figures showed that the 
country's exports in the 
first six months of this year 
amounted to JD477.8 mil- 
lion compared to JD502 
million in 1997, a 4.8 per 
cent decline. 

The bank's figures also 
showed that Jordan's 
imports in the same period 
amounted to JD1.34 billion 
compared to JD1.42 billion 
in the past year, or a 5.4 per 
cent decrease. 

In addition, figures 
showed that the trade 
deficit this year amounted 
to JD763.9 million com- 
pared to JDS 12. 1 million in 
1997. 

"These figures show that 
our foreign trade in the past 
year was much better ±an 
the current year's perfor- 
mance which makes it nec- 
essary to correct this situa- 
tion." Murad said. 

■“We believe that increas- 
ing taxes at this stage 
would lead to more reces- 
sion and an increase in 
[commodity] prices amid 


the stagnation of the citi- 
zens' salaries and their 
weak purchasing power." 
he added. 

He noted that the cham- 
bers of commerce have 
urged the government to 
cancel the income tax on 
the sales that take place in 
the free zones in the coun- 
try. 

"We have received good 
responses from the con- 
cenied parties and the 
request is well studied by 
the principal authorities at 
the Ministry of Finance," 
Murad said. 

He said that enhancing 
trade relations with Arab 
countries, especially Iraq 
and Palestine, would help 
in increasing the King- 
dom’s foreign exports due 
to the potential of these two 
markets possess. 

He said the chambers of 
commerce in Jordan would 
host next month a confer- 
ence for Arab trade, indus- 
try and agriculture cham- 
bers at which the partici- 
pants will discuss “inter- 
Arab trade and the imple- 
mentation of a free trade 
zone" in the Arab countries. 


Khreisha stresses need for 
expanding agricultural industries 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan Wednesday joined 
other Arab countnes in 
celebrating the Arab 
Agriculture Day. which 
is celebrated on Sept. 27 
each year. 

Addressing a ^cial 
ceremony held under the 
theme '"Increased prod- 
cutioD and productivity: 
A guarantee for Arab 
food security." Amcul- 
ture Minister h^jhem 
Khreisb said the total 
arable area in the Arab 
World is 167 million 
hectares of which no 
more than 28 per cent are 
exploited for agricultural 
purposes. 

He added that 84 per 
cent of the exploited 


agricultural land depends 
on rain water, while 70 
per cent of the irrigated 
land is concentrated in 
Egypt. Sudan and Iraq. 

Khreisha called for car- 
rying out structural 
reforms in Arab 
economies, with a view 
to giving priority to 
increasing and diversify- 
ing production, and 
ensuring the optimal util- 
isation of the arable land 
and water. 

He stressed .the need 
for expanding agricultur- 
al industries, saying that 
they constimte the basis 
for Arab food security. 

The minister called for 
unifying and streamlin- 
ing efforts to 


achieve Arab integration 
which, he said, is the 
only solution for facing 
globalisation, economic 
blocs and ensuring food 
security. 

A symposium on agri- 
culture in Jordan was 
held on the sidelines of 
the meeting, during 
which participants dis- 
cussed three woridng 
papers presented by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Jordanian Engineers 
Association and the 
National Centre for Agri- 
cultural Research. The 
papers focus on means of 
increasing production 
and productivity. 


Nigeria invites foreign investment 


ABUJA (AFP) — Nige- 
ria's military ruler Gen- 
eral Abdul Salam Abu 
Bakar has invited foreign 
investors, banking hous- 
es and financial consul- 
tants to participate in a 
privatisation of public 
companies. 

Speaking to reporters 


here, Abu Bakar said that 
“a major plank of our 
economic programme is 
the liberalisation of the 
Nigerian economy to 
attract foreign and 
domestic investment. 

“Accordingly.” he said, 
“we are going to repeal 
the laws inhibiting com- 


petition in every eco- 
nomic sector. Concur- 
rently, we shall entrench 
a transparent regulatory 
framework for competi- 
tion ... in all sectors of 
the economy before the 
end of this year." 
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Hotel InterContinental Jordan hosts annual 
meeting of sales & marketing executives 


HOTEL INTER.CONTI- 
NENTAL Jordan is hosting 
the Sales & Marketing 
meeting for all directors of 
sales & mariteting of 
InterContinental Hotels & 
Resorts in the Middle East 
& Africa region, headed by 
Stephen Banks, starting 


OcL 3 until OcL 7, 1998. 
This yeariy event is oigan- 
ised by the Inter-Continen- 
tal Hotels & Resorts and 
this is the first meeting held 
at foe Hotel Inter.Contijiea- 
tal Jordan since 1980. 

The participants will also 
-attend' a ' course on 


advanced strategic selling 
oiganised by Mercuri Inter- 
national. 

Hotel loter.Cootinentai 
Jordan has planned an 
exciting programme for the 
participants to experience 
foe unique attributes of Jor- 
danian hospitality! 



THE Daily Crossword Edited by W8yr»fl(4idrt Vtfllliams 


ACROSS 
1 NewYbrk 
baseb^ team 
5 Suffered 


10 Atterrflon- 
getdng sound 

14 Fuel carte) 
letters 

15 Astronaut 
turned senator 

16 Memoriring 
process 

17 Shakespearean 
king 

18 Forecaster, of 
sorts 

20 Vergil's 
shepherdess 

22 Sis's sib 

23 Queried 

24 Ambassador^ 
headquarters 

26 Grating 

27 Fonried 

29 BasebaJi stat 

30 Invwse a tax 

31 Checks 
references 

38 Anger 

39 Satellite of 
Uranus 

40 Be In debt to 

41 Ashen 

43 Sketched 

44 Choose 

45 Goofs 

47 Home Of the 
Marifes 

50 Hits the books 

53 Cuts and 
splices 

54 Coop biddy 

55 Large: pret. 

58 Forecasters, of 
sorts 

61 Lament 

62 Interjection for 
attention 

63 Beginning 

64 Monumental 

65 Defeat 

66 Hollywood 
Noah 

67 Russo of Tin 
Cup' 

DOWN 

1 Foundry form 

2 Fencer's sword 


TMSPuzztesOaoLooRi 


By Stanley B. Whitten 

•Northbnwk; IL 

3 Forecasters. Of 
sorts 

4 Spartan, to the 
extreme 

5 Past 

6 Woods' sticks? 

7 tMP's names 

6 Delight in 

9 Genetic letters 

10 Matter-of-fa(X 

11 Saturates 

12 Throat prob. 

13 _ bear 

19 Ms. Streisand 

21 VIgoda or 
Burrows 

a Notantfiored 

27 Slide I 

involuntarily 

28 Sister of Zeus 

29 Made surprise 
flHark 

32 End Of a flight, 
perhaps: abbr. 

33 N A defense 
grp. 

34 Compass pL ' 

35 Forecaster, of 
sorts 

36 Vtfeier pitcher 


QQBDQSD □□□BDEHD 
□□BDDQIl 
QQQQQQd QBQDEIBQ 
flllCIQ BEIEIQEICIS 
DCIQIISD DQin 
GDEISCID QdBDEIDElS 

□□nan QDB oEiQQn 

□□□□DdClQB DEID 
□□QBQIiElE] ElQClBCIIi 
□□B [aBDSIiE] 
EHBSDQDIi □□□□ 
□□□□BQS □□□□BQEl 
SC1QQC3BCI QDQQQIQll 


(QIMeiMm (Ml Swtah mb 
UlflbbMMd. 


37 Stitches 
39 Keypuncher 

42 Bongo relatives 

43 Visionary 

46 Edge 

47 ConductivB 
element 

48 Gem State 

49 Buenos 


50 Alan Ladd 
dasric 

51 Suednet 

52 Below 

56 PredpHation 

57 On a single 
occasion 

59 Male swan 

60 Pip's pad 



Now arrange the dtded letters to 
ferm the surprise answer, as sug* 
nested by the above cartoon. 


t (Answers tomcrfrow) 

I "'NTRV decent 
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. A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Qudah: World Bank gave high marks 
to Jordan ’s privatisation programme 



** THE JORDANIAN privatisation 
programnie is considered the besi 
among many countries implementin« 
similar programmes according to the 
latest evaluation by the World Bank 
the president of the Executive 
privausation Unit (EPU) at the Prime 
Ministiy said in a lecture this week. 

Adel Qudxih, the EPU president, s^d 
Jordan has paved the way for the pri- 
vatisation ^ pro^ammes by laying 
down basic and legislative structures 
that took sufficient time in prepara- 
tion, accuracy and comprenensive- 
ness. He added that ‘*ihe privatisation's 
success chances are there and that the 
political will stands strongly behind 
ihe completion of the programnie 
which is progressing steadily and 
oWecuvely. 

Qudah stres^ the keenness of pre- 
serving the rights of citizens at 
instituDons where the privatisation 
programmes will be implemented. He 
said: '‘Privatisation earned out at some 
institutions and companies has created 
work opportunities and gave way to 
e.tpansiOQ that would not have t^en 
place if the government had main- 
tained its equity in them." 

The EPU chief indicated that privati- 
sation came to Jordan as pan of an 
iategramd economic package adopted 
by me government within the national 
economic programme. "The privatisa- 
tion did not come out of a vacuum but 
after studies and surveys of public sec- 
tor institutions," he said noting that 
some of the institutions and companies 
have monopolies as they fix high 
prices for their products. 

‘'Also, despite being able to obtain 


soft loans and support from the gov- 
ernment as well os credit guarantees, 
these institutions and companies were 
not able to provide adequate services 
to the citizens.” Qudah .said. He nsaned 
as ex^ples, the Jordan Touri.sm and 
Spa Company (Hummamat Ma'in), 
Royal Jordanian the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation, the Irbia Electricity 
Authority, the Public Transport 
Corporation and the Water Auihoriiy, 

He aJ.so refenred lo former institu- 
UOQS^ such as Dar A1 Sha'ab Printing, 
I^blishing and Distributing Company 
(^Sawi A1 Shaab newspaper), the glass 
factory and the timber plant. "Tnese 
institutions often resorted to hiding 
their failure and losses under poliiicai, 
.social Of national pretexts with heavy 
losses^^ to the treasury and public 
mnds," Qudah pointed out. 
ConMi^enlly, he added, protection of 
public funds and the national econom- 
ic resources require privatising these 
projects. 

As a policy and means, the privaii.sa- 
lion has been adopted to achieve a 
number of objectives, mainly: 

1) Upgrading the efllciency of the 
projects and improving the competi- 
tive edge of the Jordanian economy, 

2) Attracting and increasing the 
local. Arab and foreign private invc.si- 
menis, 

3) Limiting the government to its 
basic tasks and supporting the general 
budget through halting all financial aid 
to losing projects, 

4) Developing the local capital mar- 
ket. 

5} Ending the state monopoly, 

6) Obtaining technology (Ai Ra’i). 


India to 


extend 
$25 million 

credit 
to Iraq 

NEW DELHI (R) — India 
will extend $2S-million in 
credit to Iraq for purchase 
of manufactured goods, 
including pharmaceuticals, 
a government official has 
said. 

"The Iraqi oil minister 
was informed (hat Indian 
government has agreed (o 
extend a lirte of credit to 
Iraq worth $25 million,*' ^ 
Indian external afTairs min- 
\stry official told Reuters 
after a meeting of the 
India- Iraq Joint 

Commission. 

The Joint Commission, 
which met after a gap of 10 
years, was chain^ by 
Indian Petroleum Minister 
K. Ramaimirthy and Iraqi 
Oil Minister Amir 
Muhamnied Rasheed. 

“Oi.scussions (of (he 
Commission ) will also 
relate to the extension of a 
line of credit by India to 
Imq to be used for purchase 
of capital goods, cmisunter 
durable.^ and for consultan- 
cy sen.‘ices,’* the govern- 
ment said in a statement 
is.sued after the meeting. 
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PABXLLEL HAAXBT SKARB PRICE LIST FOR WBDfcMSDAY 30/09/1998 


ARIES: (March 21 to April i ■ ^ ^ ^ — 1 happened in the past is caus- 

19) Your attention this week LiinD^Of^^pC ing a bit of a problem. Once 

focuses on partnership Md | * ivwvwi «— | y^u get diat ironed out, other 

your partners needs, especial- J FORFC4*rr FOR THllHSHAV fifTYSRPR^i iQ<w"i might magically heal 

ly over the weekend and into 1 1‘OKLC.Abl FOR THURS DAY, OCTOBER 1, 1998 | i^emselves af weU. 

next week. There’s team effort , a r • ^ ^ -i ,/ *j* « • . I Communication is one of the 

.0 be ■nade.You and a group of L.J>: Inc. \ you know 


Cur^rev 


people can actually accomplish something you and a part- 
ner want This is not only going to be fiin. It's also going to 
be bonding. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You may feel you're not 
getting the su{^rt you need from an older person, but only 
because it's coming in way you don't recognise. Instead of 
nuJdng your work easier, it' could be m^ng. it harder. 
Don’t complain. You’re actually being trained 4o. take on 
respooribUity, which could result in an increase in 
yoor paycheque. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is a fabulous day. 
You've got a grand tzine in air signs going on. making you 
the lud^ winner. You should find romance and travel both 
entertaiiung and propitious. You'll find what you want in 
both depaiimenls and perhaps even exceed your expecta- 
tions. Detinitely get out there and look for it 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Money could come in 
today, possibly from work done in the past This is a good 
time to ask for a raise, too. If you need funding to fix up 
your house, you're in luck. Looks like a loan is available. 
<»' maybe there’s a little room oa your credit card. Ju.vi 
don't forget that you'll have to pay it back, plus interest. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1) It looks like you're drawing a 
lot of attention. The veiy person you'd like to avoid is 
wwdimg your every move. This could get kind of uncom- 
fortable at times. You’re being asked to perform, but it's not 
a role of your choosing. It’s a little more pressure than 
you'd prefer, but don't worry. You’ll do magnificently. 
VIRGO; (August 22 to September 22) You’ve got plenty of 
woric to do, fill that’s OK. It’s helping money come in. 
You're lucky Gnanciaily right now, so it'.s time to cal) in 
debts that other people owe you. You're feeling stronger 
and more decisive. This is a natural result of the skills 
you're acquiring. So keep practising. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Something that 


I healing afls. which you know 
more than anyone. Practice that today, by getting a loved 
one to talk about something that's been kept hidden. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 (o November 2 1 ) Tlie moon is to 
Aquarius, which could mean you may have to curtail your 
activities. That’s OK. You can do the homework instead of 
taking action right now. You’re anxious to get started, but 
you need tddq a little .more preparation. Plan to make your ^ 
mqve lomotTow. instead and you’ll be more successful. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 lo December 21) Your 
bnun’s particularly keen today, so use it to plot your escape 
to far islands. Actually, if you did nin off to Tahiti, you'd 
find yourself yearning for Pago Pago. That's a Sagittarius 
trail. Before you set soil, it might help to have a little more 
education. Find out whut you need to learn, and learn it 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This could 
be a good day for you financially. The money is available, 
but you may have to pass a test to get it. You don’t neces- 
sarily have to give the answer the professor wonts, howev- i 
er. You’ll do better if you give the answer he or she needs , 
to hear. This could be kind of fun after all. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're starting 
out (he month in a go(^ mood. That sun in Libra helps you 
learn difficult new material. You love a challenge, and 
today you're liable to find one. Don't worry. It's not going 
to be difficult at all. It's going to be more like fun. You 
might find the answer before anybody else realises there 
was u question. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) If you put yxKir ear ro 
(he keyhole, you might learn something that could help you 
plan your next move. There may also be money involved. 
Some of it could even be your money, so you'd better pay 
utiention to what’s going on around you. TTiis is not a good 
day to drift off into dreamland. Listen and learn instead. 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 
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ARIES: (March 2i lo .April 19) j 

Analyse the situation and come M Rfj 

up with a plan first thing this | * 

S"i“ r to ‘ I ^CASTFOR FR i 

a little difficult. Move carefully 

to ktrep from upsetting the apple cart. This is no time to get 

boisterous or outrageous. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a tough workday, and 
it doesn't slack up for a minute. By evening, however, there 
will be time to celebrate your recent accomplishments. Stop 
by your favourite watering hole on the way home from work, 
or have everybody over to your place. If you want to get real- 
ly rowdty. be^er stay home. 

GEMSMl: (May 21 to June 21) There’s something an older 
person wants that you can do. It’s not bard, it's just that you’ll 
have to think about something other than yourself for a little 
while. Not that you’re selfish, but it is kind of difficult for you. 
Tltis investment will pay great divident^, however, so watch 
for it 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) Wrap up business as early as 
p(»sible so you can gel on the road. TTiis will be a great week- 
end for travel especially tonight and tomorrow. You have 
chons that need to be done at home, but they'll wait This will 
be an ongoing theme for a while. Perhaps you're acmally 
uavelling lo get something ro fix up your ^ace. 

UCO: (July 22 to August 21) You may want to take some 
work borne with you, but there’s already plenty of it there. 
Thai's OK. It'll be marvellous to finally fini^ this stuff. 
Ywi'U need help, but it's available. Other people are keeping 
tabs on y<m. If you’re not around when you need them, don’t 
wcxiy. You’ll have brownie points you can cash in later. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The moon is going 
into Pisces today, which draws you dul You’re a pretty thor- 
ough person, but if there’s anything in your life that you'd 
rather not deal with right now, you can bet it'll come up. This 
is for your own gofij, so don’t complain. It's coaching, 
remember? 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your workload is intense 
right now. bui in a subtle way. You aren't quite sure what needs 
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AV^CT OBER 2,1998 ^, ^ _ 

tt j. c ‘ I but this time, you do the listen- 
luie Media Ser\‘ices, Inc. . ■' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 2 i ) Spend time making phone calls this morning. 
The puzzle pieces are falling toget^ and the path you should 
tate is becoming more obvious. You can achieve much 
greater success if you do the planiung. You already knew thaL 
What you don’t know was what you’ll leam as go about mak- 
ing plans today. Keep an open mind. 

S.AGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) TTie moon 
is going into Pisces, which slows you down a little. You need 
lime to ponder what you’ve recentiy discovered, so don’t rush 
imo anything right now. There's also sometlmg valuable a 
roommate or loved one can provide. When eveiyihing's 
ready, you’ll shoor forward to success. Meanwhile, take It 
easy. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Do whatever 
needs to be done to make sure the money comes in. Then you 
can devote time to practising a new skill You have naiural tal- 
ent. and that will be even more obvious after you practise a 
little more. Don't worry. Thai work will propel you to achiev'- 
ing a goal you never dreamed possible. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 1 9) Your focus today 
should shift to practical matters, like bow you’re going to pay 
the renL Not to worry. The mooe>''s coming in. Your problem 
is that you'd like to buy gifts with it. Why don't you do that? 
Not with everything, of course. Just get something special for 
your mate, to show you care. It's a wise investmenL 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Conditions today will 
give you tire streng± to speak up about something ImportanL 
You often lei other people do what they want just to keep 
from drawing attention. You like to keep a low profile, but 
today that might not be possible. Looks like something is 
going on that involves you. so you'd better speak up. 

Birthstone of October: Opai — Tourmaline 
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Sports 


Report alleges drugs 
cover-up in Italy 


MILAN (AFP) ~ Italian 
anti-doping officials cov- 
ered up a positive test given 
by a Udinese player after a 
match in January, the 
Corriere della Sera reported 
on Wednesday. 

The allegation targets the 
te^jt laboratory at Acqua 
Acetosa at the centre of a 
drugs fiasco which on 
Monday cost the job of 
Italian sports chief Mario 
Pescante, president of the 
national Olympic commit- 
tee (CONT). 

The cover-up has been 
discovered by Turin state 
prosecutor Raffaele 

nuariniello. who is leading 
a judicial enquiry into drugs 
in Italian football. 

Four players were tested 
after the league match on 
January 4 in Rome in which 
Udinese beat AS Roma 2-1. 
And traces of a b ann ed 
stimulant were found in one 
of the 'A* samples, accord- 
ing to a lab expert. 

The expert was then told 
to keep quiet about the dis- 
covery, the paper said. 

Hours later, the expert 
looked for the relevant *B' 
rumple, which should have 
remained in a sealed con- 
tainer. but the container was 
eventually found with the 
seal broken and all trace of 
the test gone. 

Top Italian sports officials 
knew about the affair but 
also kept quiet, the p^r 
claimed, adding though that 
the test results were proba- 
bly never passed on to 
either the club or the player. 

Guariniello would not 
comment on the report as he 
entered his offices in Turin 
on Wednesday morning, 
saying only: “I don’t know 
anything about it." 

Udinese's managing 
director Pierpaolo Marino 
said: ‘To say that we know 
nothing of this affair is an 
understatement. But clearly 
there are people who want 
to dish the dirt on Udinese. 

“The club reserves the 


right to take any legal action 
necessary to defend its 
image and honour. The 
problem is that we don't 
know the facts of the matter 
or what we should be 
defending ourselves 

against, 

“But 1 can confirm the 
fairness of both the club and 
the players." 

The laboratory at Acqua 
Acetosa has been in the eye 
of a drugs storm for the past 
four weeks, since it was 
revealed that only a fraction 
of the 4.000 samples sent 
there by football clubs were 
ever tested for steroids. 

Its secretary general 
Emilio Gasbarrone has been 
suspended and the official 
with ultimate responsibility 
for the lab. Gioigio Sandlli, 
president of die Italian 
Sports Doctors Federation, 
has been sacked. 

The Corriere's allegations 
are dynamite for a number 
of reasons. 

Firstly, a CONI enquiry 
concluded last month that 
there was no doping in 
Italian soccer — a claim 
which was also sustained by 
the football federation chief 
Luciano Nizzola, who sai^ 
“Football is clean." 

Pescante and Nizzola both 
subsequently claimed that 
neither knew that the testing 
routine at Acqua Acetosa 
was a shambles. 

Secondly, a defence put 
forward by laboratory offi- 
cials is that resources there 
were hopelessly inadequate 
and that since no-one gen- 
uinely believed that foot- 
baller used drugs, it was 
better to devote resources to 
other spoils. 

That defence, already 
rickety in itself, will be 
utterly demolished, along 
with a lot of reputations, if 
the paper's allegations of a 
cover-up are true. 

The claims will inevitably 
be examined ^ a govern- 
ment enquity into the dop- 
ing scandal, ordered by 



Carlos Moya 


Moya advances 
in Mallorca Open 


PALMA DE MALLORCA, Balearic Islands (AP) — Top 
seed and World No. 5 Carlos Moya of Spain defeated little- 
known Rumanian Ion Moldovan Tuesday in the first round 
of the Mallorca Open clay-court tennis toumamenL 

Moya, a local hero fiit>m this Mediterranean Spanish 
island, took the first set 6-4. Moldovan forced a tie-break 
in the second set that Moya eventually won 13-1 1. 

In other ftrsc round play Tuesday, fourth seeded Spaniard 
Alberto Berasategui delated Ecuador's Nicolas Lapentti 
6-1, 6^. Sergio Bniguera of Spain also advanced to the 
second round with a straight sets win over Czech Jiri 
Novak 6-3. 6-3. 

Spain's Julian Alonso was less fortunate, retiring in the 
second set with wrist problems after losing the first to fel- 
low countryman Fernando Vicente 6-1. 

Also Tuesday Czech Slava Oosedel overcame Carlos 
Costa of Spain 6-4, 6-3, Toouny Haas of Germany defeat- 
ed Bohdan Ulihrach of the Czech Republic 6-1, 3-6, 6-2, 
and Mariano Puerta of Argentina eliminated Spaniard 
Javier Sanchez 6-3. 6-7 (5-7), 6-1. 

In the only doubles match, Brazilian pair Gustavo 
Kuerten and Fernando Meligeni defeated U.S. partnership 
Brandon Coupe and Jack Waite. 


deputy prime minister 
Winter Veltroni and led by 
jurist Carlo Federico 
Grosso. Grosso will make 
his report on October 24. 

Thr^ top Italian sports 
officials were meanwhile 
being tipped as Peseante’s 
possible successors on 
Wednesday. 

Pescante's resignation has 
done nothing to ease the tur- 
moil in Italian sport, which 
now faces the prospect of 
either the election of a new 
president or the scrapping 
of the entire CONI l^er- 
ship. 

The elections are due 
within two months of a 
CONI council meeting on 
Thursday, with the likely 
candidates including swim- 
ming federation chief 
Banolo Console, basketball 
boss Gianni Petrucci and 
the CONI’s secretary gener- 
al Raffaele Pagnozzi. 

However, there is every 
chance the elections will be 
ditched. 

Veltroni was already 
expected by many to sack 
the entire leadership and put 
a temporary commissaiie in 
charge — and that possibil- 
i^ can only have increased 
with the Corriere's revela- 


tions. 

Veltroni believes that too 
many mistakes have been 
made by the CONI, which 
in Italy doubles as the sports 
ministry, and that sweeping 
reforms ate needed. 

Names are already being 
tipped for the job of com- 
missaire, who would spend 
die next six months clearing 
up the organisation before 
ctdling fresh elections and 
withdrawing from the 
scene. 

Inter Milan president 
Massimo Moratti is one, 
although some would like to 
see him permanently in the 
top job. 


FloJo 

remembrance 
set for 
Sunday 


INDIANAPOUS (AFP) 
— Florence Griffith 
Joyner, the world record- 
setting sprinter who died 
last week at age 38 of a 
bean seizure, will be 
remembered at ceremonies 
here on Sunday. 

USA Track and Field and 
the Indiana Pacers, the 
National Basketball 

Association club whose 
unif orms Joyner re- 
designed in 1990, will con- 
duct ceremonies at Market 
Square Arena. 

Griffith Joyner set the 
women's HX>-metre world 
record of 10.49 seconds 
here at the 1988 U.S. 
Olympic trials, although 
many have contended the 
marie was wind-aided. 

Speaking at the event will 
be A1 Joyner, the 1984 
Olympic triple jump cham- 
pion and Griffith Joyner's 
husband, several 1988 
Olympians and U.S. athlet- 
ics and Olympic officials. 
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UEFA CUP 

Stuttgart in stunning comeback; Collymore hits 
3 in Villa triumph; Schalke ousted on penalties 


5, 




LONDON (AP) — V£B 
Stuttgart made one of the 
greatest comebacks in 
UEFA Cup histoty Tuesday, 
scoring a 3-0 victory over 
Feyenoord in Rotterdam to 
overturn the Dutch club’s 3- 
1 first leg lead. 

German international 
striker Fredi Bobic scored 
the winning goal in the sec- 
ond minute of injury time 
after a goalmouth scramble 
to put his team into the sec- 
ond round. 

The dramatic ending came 
strikes by Bulgarian 
star Krassimir Balakov and 
Krisiijan Djordjevic had 
wiped out the two-goal 
advantage Feyenoord had 
earned in Stungart. 

“Smttgart played excel- 
lentiy," admitted Rotterdam 
coach Leo Beenhakker. “In 
the away match, we had our 
best season perfbnnance, 
today our worst We tried to 
foiget the 3-1 in Stuttgart — 
obviously we didn’t suc- 
ceed." 

On a bitter-sweet night for 
German teams, Schalke. 
which won the title two sea- 
sons ago, went out on penal- 
ties. Welder Bremen scored 
two extra time goals to oust 
another Norwegian team, 
Brann, and Bayer 
Levericusen downed one of 
the tough Italian clubs, 
Udinese, 1-0. 

Schalke tumbled 1-0 at 
Slavia Prague for 1-1 over- 
all and then lost 5-4 in the 
penalty shootout when 
home ‘keeper Radek Cemy 
fisted out Marco van 
Hoogdalem’s weakly placed 
spot kick. 

In Bremen, goals by 
Raphael N^^cky and Andre 
Medener wiped out 
Brann’s first leg lead before 
Juri Maximov and Havard 
Flo hit two more in four. 



Italian club Overturned 1-0 . 
Feneihahce's first leg 
advantage to win 3-1 on the 
night and 3-2 overall. 

The T\jikish team had hit 
back from two goals down 
to reply through Elvir Balic. 
That away could have 
proved crucial until Alain 
Bo^iossian hit a third for 
P arma with 18 minutes to 


Blackburn Rovers' Sebastien Perez, ceoter, heads the ball over Olympique Lyon’s 
goalkeeper Gr^ory Coupet to score, his team’s first goal during ffieir UEFA Cup 
match in Lyon. The match ended with a 2-2 draw, with Lyon advancii^ 3-2 on aggre- 
gate (AP Photo) 


extra time imnutes. 

Stefan Beinlich fired 
Bayer Leverkusen's game- 
clinching goal after 77 min- 
utes against Udinese in one 
of the best matchups of the 
first round. The two teams 
had tied 1-1 in Italy. 

Stan Collymore, who lost 
hit the headlines for assault- 
ing his TV star girlfriend in 
a Paris nightclub, marked 
his return to big-time soccer 
with a UEFA Cup hat-trick. 

Collymore fir^ all three 
goals as Premier League 
leader Aston Villa overpow- 
ered Norway’s 

Stromsgodset 3-0 to reach 
the second round. 

A talented but erratic 
striker whose off-field 
behavior infuriates col- 
legues, coaches and fans, 
the former Nottingham 



Red Star Belgrade needed 
to win a shootout after los- 
ing 2-1 at French club Metz, 
which had United States 
Worid Cup player David 
Regis sent off af^ 52 min- 
utes for a late tackle on 
Miodrag Pantelic. 

The two teams were tied 
at 3-3 but Red Star gained a 
4-3 shootout win af^ 
Nenad Jestrovic and Danny 
Boffin missed vital penal- 
ties for the French runner 
up, which has scored only 
one goal in seven domestic . 
league games this season. 

Monaco, which gained the 
semifinal of the Champions 
Cup last season, eased into 
the second round of tiie 
UEFA Cup with a 0-0 tie 
with Poland's Lodz having 
already won the first leg 3- 
1 . 

Dynamo Moscow sur- 
vive a late fightback by 
Latvia's Skonto to win 3-2 
in Riga and advance S-4 
overall, Horentina fought 
out a tough 0-0 tie with 
Hadjuk Split in Croatia to 
advance 2-1 while Bologna 
fell behind before scoring a 
2-1 home win over Sporting 
Lisbon to advance comfort- ' 
ably 4-1. 

I^tch dub Vitesse shared 
in a 3-3 tie with AEK in^_ 
Athens but was already 3-0;^^^ 
ahead from the first leg. 

Christophe Dugarry aniF^ ;- 
-Robert Pirea each'«c 0 rei^ ' 
twice' Olyn^t^; 

Marseille •" 

Czech dub Sigma Olomouc I • 






4-0 for a 6-2 overall tri^ ^ 


umph. 

Bulgarian star LubosIav.J- 
Penev scored three of Celta : 


Viga's goals in a 7-0 cruidK! 
ing of ^mania's Arges as./ 


Celta Mgo’s Russian player Alexander Mostovoi (left) fights for a loose ball with an 
unidentified player of Arges (Romania) during a first round second leg UEFA Cup 
match in Vigo which Celta won 7-0 to advance to the next round (AP l%oto) 


Forest and Liverpool striker 
fired Villa into a 2-0 lead by 
the 23rd minute and added a 
third in the 64th as John 
Gregory's team advanced 
on a 6^2 aggregate having 
looked two weelu ago that it 
was on the way out. 

The Villdns trailed the 
Norwegian team 2-0 with 
only 10 minutes to go at 


Villa Park but turned that 
game around for a 3-2 first 
leg victory. 

Jamie Redknapp and 
Robbie Fowler both scored 
twice a$ Liverpool, already 
3-0 up firom the away leg. 
crushed Slovakia's Kosice 
5-0 at Anfield for an 8-0 
overall triumph. Paul Ince 
added the other. 


Leeds tumbled 1-0 at 
Portugal's Maritimo to lose 
its first leg advantage but 
triumphed 4-1 in a penalty 
shooiouL filackbuni held 
Lyon to a 2-2 tie in France 
but went out having lost the 
home leg 1-0. 

French midfielder Alain 
Boghossian netted the 
clincher for Parma as the 


the Spanish club went;: 
through 8-0 overall. : 
And Ivan Perez hit three 
for Real Beds in a 5-0 ■ 
trouncing of Danish club: ' 
Vejle which had led 1-0. ' 
from the first leg. Nigerian,' 
star Finidi Gec^e scored , 
another of the Betis goals. .. ; 


Valencia was another ' 
Spanish club to make it td.j 
the second round after a 3-0. 
victory over Steaua 
Bucharest Three second 
half goals made it 7-3 over- 
all for Valencia. 


NBA players kick off Lebanon tour 


pitcher 
^^ntnfihe IQ<I{ 


despite U.S. travel warning 


^Sassi 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — Ten players 
from the National Baskefoall 
Association (NBA) kicked off 
their first Middle East exhibi- 
tion tour in Beirut on 
Wednesday despite a U.S. 
warning that Lebanon is a dan- 
gerous place to visit. 

“Our objective is to assert 
that Lebanon has undoubtedly 
become a safe country capable 
of hosting everybody and from 
all nationalities,” said tour 
organisers Future Television. 

The U.S. embassy in Beirut 
advised Americans in Lebanon 
on September 9 to adopt 
“extreme security precautions" 
after fears of deadly attacks 
similar to those last month on 
U.S. diplomatic missions in 


Kenya and Tanzania. 

Washington last year lifted a 
travel ban on Americans visit- 
ing Lebanon imposed after a 
spate of anti-U.S. attacks dur- 
ing the 1975-1990 civil war. 
But it said Lebanon was still 
dangerous to visit. 

“This is also on unprecedent- 
ed event in the entire Arab 
world and the Middle East," 
said the statement from Future, 
owned by Lebanon’s billion- 
aire Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri. 

The NBA team, led by coach 
Tony Ronzone. will open the 
exhibition tour with a game 
Wednesday against an all-star 
Lebanese team, inaugurating a 
new indoor stadium in Beirut. 


The U.S. players will also 
hold games with Lebanon's 
basketball Sporting Club and a 
visiting Arab all-star team. 
They will also take part in 
slam-dunk and three-point 
shoot-out contests this week- 
end. 

The NBA team is made up of 
10 rising players, including the 
Sacramento Kings' Michael 
Stewart — an NBA all-star in 
1997-1998 — as well as the 
Chicago Bulls' James Penny 
and Orlando Magic’s Del 
Demps. 

The others are Rick Brunson 
from the Portland Trail 
Blazers, Greg Buckner and 
Brad Davis from the Dallas 
Maveriks, David Wood from 


the San Antonio Spurs, 
Anthony Carter from the 
Detroit Pistons, Sam Mak from 
Vancouver and the Clanadiao 
National team's David 
Daniels. 

The Harlem Globe Trotters 
will also visit Beirut on 
October 23, to hold a series of 
their highly-popular exhibition 
games, another first in the 
Middle East. 

“These are all important 
events for basketball in 
Lebanon. They will surely 
increase an already growing 
popularity for the game and 
will also help Lebanese play- 
ers improve their techniques,’' 
said a sports commentator. 
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CINEMA 


TEL:S699238 


CINEMA 


TEL:5677420 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA 'T 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


TEL: S9W93 


GALLERIA 2 


IfitenOte^lhete 

TEL: 4625155 


Lawrence Fishbum & 
Andy Garcia .. in 


John Travolta & Olivia 
Newton-John .. in 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


AL ZA'EEM 


NASSER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:l3,S:3O.I0;3O 


ABDOUN 

wuriv.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


ABDOUN 

y.cns.com.jolGaneria 




Leonardo Di Caprio & 
Robert DeNiro .. in 


HOODLUM 


GREASE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 
6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 

Shows: 12:30, 330, 6:15, ^ 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 only 


ARMAGEDDON MARVIN'S ROOM 


Watch out for 
the new play 






Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 




8:30, 10:30 


Friday evenings at 12:30 
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By Randa Naffa 

HUIWMAR — Jordan's 
Arabian horses swept the 
board at the RoyaJ StabJes 
Wednesday with Jaafar 
and Royal Jordanian Studs 
sharing most of the titles 
00 the second day of the 
lOth Arabian Horse Show. 
Jaafar Stud's impressive 
entries came in first place 
in ibiee out of eight class- 
es. In addition, MB 
Kershana and Royal won 
Senior Female and Male 
deles respectively. 

Horses of the Royal 
Jo^anian Stud also 
showed extraordinary 
form by lopping two class- 
es as A1 Hamamah and 
Hlayyil Ramadan won the 
Best Male and Female 
Head titles. 

In Class competition. 
mb Kershana and S.N. 
Wasama of Jaafar Stud 
topped Class 9 (mares 
bom 90-93), and Class 10 
(mares bom 86-89) 
respectively. 

Class 1 i (mares bom 
before 1986) was won by 
Sbakrah, one of the lead- 
ing Jordanian entries of 
Hussein Mirza. while Kohl 
El Oyoun of Jordan's 
Taleb A1 Nahar won Class 
12 (stallions bom 1994). 
Kamar El Zomon of the 
Royal Jordanian Stud, a 
winner on the Brst day. 
lopped Class 13 (stallions 
bom 1990-1993), and 
Royal of Jaafar Stud won 
Class 14 (stallions bom 
1986-1989). 

Class 15 (stallions bom 
before 1986) was won by 
Verinage of Jordan’s A1 
Khair Scud; Class 16 
(female under training) 
was won by Safaa, daugh- 
ter of former four-time 



HRH Princess Alia receives tbe trophy won by At Hanuuna of the Royal Jordanian 
Stud for Best Female Head (photo by Abdullah Ayyoub) 


winner Jerash of Royal 
Jordanian Stud, while 
Class 17 (.stallions under 
training) was won by 
Fakher AI Khalij of 
Jordan's Adnan Awamleh. 

Attending the event were 
Royal family members, 
the ambassador of ihe 
United Arab Emirates and 
World endurance race 
Champion Taher Al Taher 
of Saudi Arabia. 

President of the Royal 
Jordanian Equestrian 
Federation, HRH Princess 
Alia Bint Al Hussein pre- 
sented trophies to the win- 
ners including HRH 
Princess Zein Bint Al 
Hussein who expressed 
happiness at the perfor- 
mance of her horses from 


Jaafar Stud and attributed 
the success to the “skilful 
training and good han- 
dling they received.” she 
.said. 

"I am very delighted 
with the level of competi- 
tion which has witnessed u 
qualitative leap in the 
breeding and training of 
horses,” the Princess told 
the Jordan Time.s. 

Emma Maxwell from the 
U.K., who has been work- 
ing as a handler for 10 
years, was happy with the 
results of entries from 
Jaafar Stud where .she has 
been working for the past 
two years. 

“Although the horses 
don’t know me very much. 
I seem to have experience 


dealing with strange hors- 
es,” .she told the Jordan 
*nmes. 

The competitive and 
serious show was softened 
when organisers 

announced that one of the 
comfMting horses was giv- 
ing birth. 

Thursday will witness 
the racing event which 
will be held at the Royal 
Race Club in Tunaib. 

The four-day event 
includes 165 entries from 
Qatar, the UAE, Palestine, 
Lebanon. Syria and the 
United States competing 
with the host country and 
will be concluded with the 
Middle East 

Championship Friday. 



Texas Rangers pitcher Todd StotClemyre delivers a pitch during the first inning 
of game one of the 1998 Division Series against the Nevr York Yankees at Yankee 
Stadium in New York. The Yankees won 2-0 ( AP Photo) 


Agassi wins in 34 minutes 


MUNICH (AP) — Andre 
Agassi rolled over Cedric 
Pioline 6-0. 6-0 in only 34 
minutes Wednesday to storm 
into tbe quarterflnals of the 
S6.7 million Grand Slam 
Cup. 

In tbe quickest match since 
tbe tournament’s inc^don 
to 1990, fMoUne won only 
eight points in the first set 
and nine in the second 
against an Agassi playing 
with amazing confidence. 

Agassi was given a wild 
card to play in the touma- 
5^t, which nominally 
brings together players with 
best lecords in the year's 
four Grand Slam events — 
the Australian, French and 
U.S. Open and Wimbledon. 

But three men's Grand 
Slam champioas of ibe yeiir 


have decided to skip the 
tournament despite its huge 
prize money — Wmbledon 
champion and top-ranked 
Pete Sampras, U.S. Open 
champion Patrick Rafter and 
Carlos Moya, the French 
Open champion. 

Only Australian Open 
champion Petr Korda is 
among tbe 12 men here. 

“Regaidless of who is not 
here, this is still a ^eat tour- 
nament," Agassi said. 

For his short work, Agassi 
earned $175,000. Even more 
amazingly, Roline picked up 
$100,000 given to first- 
round losers — without even 
winning a game and hardly 
tveaking a sweaL 
With the official scorecard 
giving the duration of the 
maich al 34 ininulcv. il 


means Agassi made $5,147 a 
minute, while Pioline made 
$2,941 a minute in his losing 
effort. 

Agassi, ranked No. 8 in the 
world, hit winners from all 
over the court from the start 
and the Frenchman never 
had a chance. 

Agassi, a former No. J 
who is making a comeback 
after dropping out of the tc^ 
100. has won four titles this 
year. But his Grand Slam 
record for the year is rela- 
tively poor Round of 16 at 
the Australian and the U.S. 
Open his best showing. 

‘Tve come here very pre- 
pared and i'll feel more sat- 
isfied I do well since 1 got a 
wild card." said Agassi, a 
winner of three Grand Slam 
lilies in Ills career. 


French & Arabic Language Courses . . 


1 THF.M CH C ULTUKAL UliJITlM 

. r7'~ 1 fnllnwino 


Join US at the French Cultural Center for the following courses : 


French Coupes for Beginner. & Advanced 

French for Children ... Specialised French for Beginners 

Oral Arabic Courses for B eginners & Advanced Levels ^ 

Registration untfl Monday October sth & coupes start on Tuesday October 6lh 

(Fees: 75 JD) 


; cu.cuiu«iFf^ “ Call US now for details at French Cultural Cenirc 
Jabal Lweibdeh , Tel ; 4637009 - 4636445 - 4612658 


FA await 
police 
report on 
‘worst 
violence 
in years’ 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Football Association (FA; 
said Wednesday they are 
waiting for a police report 
before launching an invesri- 
gaiion into violent clashes at 
MiUwaU's match against 
Manchester City on Diesday. 

Hundreds of fans clash^ 
with riot police during and 
after the 1-1 draw Jo the 
EngUsh division two match in 
what local police described as 
the worst football trouble 
they had witnessed for years. 

Three police dog handlers 
came under attack and one 
suffered minor injuries. 
Another officer was taken to 
hospital with a broken arm 
after a rock was thrown at 
him. 

Mobs of fans smashed cor 
and shop windows. Qghteen 
fans were orresied. CrQf's 
players were kept inside the 
stadura for their own safety 
and their departure was 
delayed for an hour af^ the 
match while their 2,S(X) fans 
were also locked inside the 
ground. 

Quef Inspector Chris Miles 
from Lewisham Police, who 
was in charge of operations at 
the ground, said: “Tbe vio- 
lence was absolutely honrify- 
ing. the worst 1 have seen for 
a long time. 

“We kept the City fans back 
in the ground for their own 
protection. I would say there 
were up to 3(X) fans involved 
— almost all Millwall sup- 
porters. And there were 
injuries lo both police aiu! 

/jns.” 

There were several pitch 
iiivLision,s during the game, 
and Cliy manager Joe Royie 
L-loims his players were spat 
ai and threatened City boss 
Juc Rt^le said: ”1 canooi 
believe what 1 saw. U a 
liisgrace. If we had scored 
another goal in that aunos- 
phere, 1 don't tUnk we would 
have got out alive. 


Kufrsoum beat Hussein 
to win 1 St ever title 


By a Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — Premier League new- 
comen Kufrsoum Wednesday scored a 
major upset over Al Hossdn to win the 
1998 Jordan Football .Association 
UFA) Shield Champton.ship. one of 
the cmimry's four elite annual soccer 
competiuorLs. 

Kufrsoum, who were only promoted 
to the prestigious top- ten group three 
yeant ago. l^t ihetr Irbid rivals 1 -0 to 
win their finu ever major soccer title. 

Hie final match had unusual finalisl.s 
this year as the top teams were elimi- 
nated mainly due to the fact that Al 
Wihdai. Ai Faisili and .Al Romiha — 
all of whom have won the Shield four 
times — competed without their 
notional team players who were on 
duty with the IGngdom’s team in the 
Ar^ Cup in Qatar. 


.Al Foisali dropped out of the event 
after losing to both finalists; .Al Wihdat 
were out after losing to Al Qadissieh 
and Shabab .Al Hussein, while Al 
Rumtha also lost to Kufreoutn last 
week. 

Al Hus.sdu and Kufrsoum met 
Monday night and the e\'eni would 
have ended had .Al Husseiu won since 
they had moimoiDed an unbeaten 
record throughout the tournament. 

Kufhoum, on the other hand had lost 
one match early in the competition, 
and therefore had to first defeat Al 
Hussein to force a deciding match 
which ihev did bv beating AJ Hussein 
2 - 1 . 

Al Hussein's last and only major title 
was the 1994 Shield in which they beat 
Al Faisaii while Kufrsoum had never 
won any of the four major titles. 

The JFA Shield is the lost major soc- 


cer event Of the season. There are two 
more weeks remaining for the conclu- 
sion of the first leg of Premier League 
which will resume Oct. 4. 

.Al Wihdat, looking for their 5ih con- 
secutive Premier League title, won the 
first of the season's tides when they 
clinched their fourth Cup Winners* 
Cup. 

Al Faisoli beat Al Wihdat to win 
their record lOih Jordan Cup last 
month. They currently lop Premier 
League standings on goal difference 
over Al WihdaL 

Ai Fuisali’s last major titles were the 
1995 Jordan Cup and the 1997 
Federation Shield. Al Wihdat have 
won the Jordan Cup and Cup Winners 
Cup in the last two years and the 
Premier League in the last four years. 


S. Arabia meet Qatar in Arab Cup final 


By a Staff Reporter 

THE ARAB CUP concludes 
in Ot^a. Q^ar, Thursday 
when the hosts play Saudi 
Arabia in the fln^ match of 
the 12-team event. 

The Saudis beat Kuwait 2- 
1 in the semifinal while 
Qmar overcame tl\e UAE by 
the same score to reach the 
final. 

Kuwait who eliminated 
titleholdcTS Egypt, face the 
UAE for thM and fourth 
platres before the final 
which ends a week of com- 
petition in which Jordan 
was eliminated in the first 
round. 

The Saudis eliminated 


Lebanon and Algeria, while 
Sudan, playing iheir inau- 
gural .Arab Cup. upset 
Morocco before losing to 
the UAE. 

Egypt and the rest of 
North .African countries 
entered their Olympic teams 
rather than national teams in 
preparation for the Sydney 
Olympics. 

Jordan’s team failed to 
clinch the sole quaJilS’ing 
berth from Group 1 after 
losing 2-0 to Qatar and 
beating Libya 2-1. 

Jordim's Yugoslav coach 
was quoted by newspapers 
as saying “the players 
lacked the team spirit and 
disregarded team officials 


and needed to be disci- 
plined.” 

Jordan's elimination was 
the sixth time the team 
failed to get past the first 
round throughout their 
seven participations since 
the championship first 
kicked off in 196.L The 
Kingdom achieved the best 
result in the 5th cup hosted 
in Amman in 1988 where 
Jordan took fourth place. 

Jordan has played a total 
of 23 .Arab Cup marches 
w'inning only four, drawing 
in three and losing 16 
matches. 

To this day, the team 
scored only 15 goals while 
allowing 54 in. 


Cash awards set by the 
Arab Soccer Federation are 
$40,000 for the champion, 
$30,000 for the runner up, 
and $20,000 for the third 
and fourth-placed teams. 

Iraq are the four time title- 
holders. Tunisia and Egypt 
have w'on it once each, 
while S^Tia are three time 
runners-up. 

The JoManian team had 
training camps in .Aqaba. 
Eg>'pt, and Yugoslavia. Tbe 
Kingdom's team qualified 
to the Arab Cup fin^s after 
beating Lebanon 2-0. draw- 
ing 1-1 with Palestine, and 
losing to Syria 3-0 in the 
pieliminaries held in Beirut. 
Lebanon. 


Tyson hearing delayed over missed deadline 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mike 
Tyson will have \o wait a little 
longer to find out if be will be 
allowed to return to the ring. 

Tyson was supposed to go 
before Nevada boxing authori- 
ties Siuurday for a final deter- 
mination on his license. But 
tbe hearing was postponed 
Tuesday because of delays in 
getting reports on a baneiy of 
psychological tests performed 
on the former heavj'wcight 
c hamp ion. 

A dale for the new hearing 
pn^tabiy won’t be determined 
until Thursday, said Marc 
Rainer, executive director of 
tbe Nevada Athletic 
Commission. 

*rrs a mailer of our doeiors 
being able to read the reports 
and then getting all the com- 
missioners leather at one 
time." Ratner said. ”ni even- 
Qialiy come up with a date.” 

lyscHi's doctors were to have 
the reports given to tbe com- 
misskm 1^ 5 pan. Monday. 
But :dioftly after that time, the 
^xnmission got a fax saying 
the reports were not rompj^ed 
and likely wouldn’t be ready 
u:^ Wednesd;^. 


Commissioner James Nave 
said that didn't give the com- 
mission enough time to ^ 
D\’er ihe five days of tests per- 
fonned on Tyson at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital. The tests began Sept. 
23. 

“We want enough time lo do 
our homeu’ork.” Nave said. 

Tbe delay in tbe commission 
hearing could threaten plans 
by Tyson’s advisers for the for- 
mer champion to fight a come- 
back bout before the end of the 
year. Though Tyson has been 
training lightly, il would prob- 
ably lake more than two 
months to train properN for 
and pronxxe the figbL 

Dr. Ronald Schouien, head 
of Ibe team that examined 
Tyson, sent a letter to commis- 
sion chairman Dr. Elias 
Chanem. saying the lepoits 
would be completed 
Wednesday. 

“Unfortunately, due to the 
length of the evaJuatioa 
proces.s the scoring on the 
psychological and neuropsy- 
chological testing have not 
been completed." Schouien 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

7th Circle — Newly built - Roof. 3rd floor, 320sq.m., lift 
available. For JDS, 500 annualy. - Apartment 2nd floor. 
160sq.m. For J02, BOO annually. 

If interested please call Dr. Jamal 079-35600 



THE ITALfAN EMBASSY 
ANNOUNCES 

the starting of Italian classes on 10 October 1998 
at (Terra Santa College) in Jabal Luweibdeh, 
Amman. 

Classes on Saturday. Monday and Wednesday 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. and from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Levels: 
first second. Third and Advanced Fees; 

JD20 (10 October - 19 December 1998) 
Registration: Terra Santa College (only) on 30 
September, 1 3 5 of October from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Information Italian Embassy (only) 
Tel.: 4638185 
Fax.: 4659730 


wrote. 

Chanem said be was disap- 
pointed the reports were not 
ready. 

T}>e commission is to deter- 
mine whether Tyson could 
regain the boxing license that 
was stripped fiom him for bit- 
ing Evander Holyfield's ears. 

Tyson adviser Jeff Wald said 
he has not seen the results of 
the tests but believes they will 
clear IVson to box again. 

“1 assume if they found him 
unfit to box they would have 


told us,” Wald said. 

Tyson underwent a six-hour 
hearing Sqn. 19 before the 
commission, which was 
unhappy with the limited 
scope of psycbologica] testi- 
mony presented on behalf of 
the former heavywright chara- 
pnon and ordered that indepen- 
dent tests be conducted. 

The testing bad appeared to 
be the only obstacle standing 
m the way of the commissiOD 
relioensing Tyson, following 
the first bearing. 


Are you Interested in helping a young 
child develop his communication skills? 

Can you spend up to four or five hours a day 
working in a classroom following an English 
curriculum? 

A prestigious school in Amman requires a 
native English speaker to support the learning 
of a child with a communication disorder. A 
competitive salary will be offered to the suc- 
cessful applicant. 

Please ring the number below for more details 
and an application form. 

Telephone: 5521070 


Closina date for aoDlications: Wednesdav 7^ October 




A day for all the family at the 

ICS FOOD FAIR 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday 9th October 

The International Community School, Khilda. 
Food from all over the world 
A grand raffle Children’s games 
Singing and Dancing Gymnastic display 
Gate prizes 
And lots, lots more! 

Adults 1 JD Children 500 fils 

Contact the school for more Information on 5521070 


i 
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Mubarak: Bombed 


Sudanese plant was 
near chemical factory 


CAIRO fAFP) — Egyptian 
^^’Bsideat Hosni Mubarak said 
^^^^dnesday that a pharmaceu- 
tical plant in Sudan destroyed 
in a U^. ndssiJe attack last 
month was located near a 
chemicals factory. 

The United States claimed 
tiiat the A1 Shifa factory it 
bombed on Aug. 20 was 
financed by alleged Tsiamisr 
mastennind Osama Bea 
Laden and pnxiuoed En^ita, a 
chemical diat could be used in 
the deadly VX gas. 

**11)6 Americans moniiored 
the [A1 Shifa].*' Mubarak said 
in io^wew with A1 Ahram 


government newspaper. 

know dial this factoy 
was for medidne,*' Mubarak 
saidofAl Shifa. '"But it is pos- 
sible that it produced, as you 
s^, material that goes inu) the 
peoductioD of chemical 
weapons." Mubarak said. 

‘1 think you know diat phar- 
maceutical factories can also 
produce material winch can be 
used for making chemical 
weapons," he add^ 

Ihe United States launched 
missil e strikes against A1 Shifa 
and alleged Islamist bases in 
Af^ianisian in retaliation for 
the Aug. 7 bombings of U.S. 


embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania that killed 238 peo- 
ple. 

Wishingfrw i Haims thaf 
Sudan was producing a precur- 
sor of lethal VX nerve gas at A1 
Shifa. 

Bitt several U.S. officials told 
the New York Times last week 
that ^ ^shing ton had no direct 
O' convincing proof to link A1 
Shifa 03 che^cal weapons 
production or to Ben T 
accused by the United Stales of 
masteoninding the east 
Afiican embassy bombings. 


Mubarak calls for lifting 
embargo on Libya 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosoi Mubarak 
said Wednesday the United 
Nations should lift the 
embargo on Libya because 
it has cut ties with terror- 
ism, got rid of chemical 
weapons and expelled 
Islamists. 

**Colonel [Muammar] 
Qadhafi feels taat the U.N. 
embargo imposed on his 
country is long overdue.” 
Mubai^ told government 
newspaper A1 Ahram. 

**He has the right to be 
angry because he expected 
the Arab League to boycott 
the U.N.-imposed sanc- 
tions," Mubarak said, refer- 
ring to QadhaB's decision to 
scrap Libya's Arab unity 
ministry to protest at a lack 
of Arab support in its crisis 
with the West. 

'"He [Qadhafi] has cut 


links with terrorism, he has 
stopped from financing ter- 
rorists, got rid of chemical 
weapons and expelled all 
Islamists from his country," 
Mubarak said. 

‘T)espite all this he did not 
find a positive reaction.” 

The United Nations 
imposed an air and arms 
emb^o on Libya in 1992 
over its refusal to hand over 
suspects wanted in connec- 
tion with the 1988 bombing 
of a passenger plane over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that 
killed 270 people. 

Qadhafi has agreed to 
extradite two Libyan sus- 
pects to stand tri^ in the 
Netherlands but he is 
demanding guarantees from 
the United States and 
Britain which are demand- 
ing the pair. 

Mubarak said Qadhafi 


was light to ask for guaran- 
tees. 

**What if they said we 
want Qadhafi to testify? 
This would be possible in 
the absence of any clarifica- 
tion. Gear explanations are 
needed to ease Libya’s fears 
in order to carry out this 
operation [trial] and get it 
over with," Mubarak said. 

An Arab League minister- 
ial conference in mid- 
September said Arab coun- 
tries would stop complying 
with the sanctions once an 
agreement on the guaran- 
tees is . reached between 
Libya and the West. 

African countries, howev- 
er, are now boycotting the 
sanctions and several 
African leaders have violat- 
ed the air ban in recent 
weeks. 


Algeria’s Zeroual rejects 
call to staVi vows fair poll 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
President Liamine Zeroual 
on Wednesday rejected calls 
to stay in power for another 
two years and vowed to 
organise a “fair and free'* 
eariy election for his 
replacement in February. 

The main ruling National 
Democratic Rally (RNDL 
which groups Zeroual's 
staunch supporters, on 
Tuesday urged the 5^year- 
old former army general to 
complete his term saying 
the violence-torn North 
African country needed his 
leadership to restore peace. 

But Zeroual told leaders 
of Algeria's 1 1 “legal" par- 
ties during a meeting at the 
presidential palace that he 
would not rescind his deci- 
sion to step down 21 
months before the end of his 
term of office. 

'The head of the state 
[Zeroual] reminded the 
political leaders attending 
the meeting that he took his 
decision on the grounds that 
after five years in power the 


moment has come for the 
election of a new presi- 
denL” a statement by his 
office said. 

"The next presidential 
election would be transpar- 
enL free and fair to give it 
the appropriate credibility," 
said tte statement, cacned 
by the state-run APS news 
agency. 

The statement gave no 
detmls on why Zeroual had 
decided to step down in the 
first place. 

Western diplomats have 
said that Zeroual's decision 
followed a clash with the 
powerful military establish- 
ment opposed to any <tia- 
logue with radical Islamists 
who are engined in a brutal 
sLx-year baffie. 

Political sources have said 
the RND appeared con- 
cerned that early election 
could erode its small major- 
ity of 156 seats in the par- 
liament as other parties vie 
to broaden their power base 
with new alliaiKes. 

The RND attended the 


talks along with its junior 
partners in the government 
— " the Islamist-oriented 
Movement for a Peaceful 
Society (MPS) and the for- 
mer ruling National 
Liberation Front (FLN). 

Zeroual was appointed 
head of state by a military 
council in January 1994 
before he won the country's 
first pluralist election in 
November 1993 with mote 
than 60 per cent of the vote. 

But critics have blamed 
him for failing to deliver on 
his election pledges to ease 
a chronic housing shortage 
and high unemployment 
seen as fuelling <hscontent 
among the youth who repre- 
sent nearly two-thirds of 
Algeria's population of 29 
million. 

Algeria has been racked 
by civil strife since January 
1992 when the authorities 
cancelled a general election 
in which radical Islamists 
had taken a commanding 
lead. 


Iranian president looks to 
improved ties with Germany 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami said ^^'tedllesday he 
hoped for improved lies widi 
Gonaany after Geihaid 
Schioeder's victory in 

Sunday’s elections. 

hope that the long-Jast- 
ing relations between die two 
countdes \rill expand towards 
bilateral interests and lu^ier 
aims,*’ Khatami said in a con- 
gratulatory letter to Sditoeder, 
tbe official news agency 
IRNA repotted. 

The Irii News, an English- 
language daily close to the for- 
eign numsoy, urged Bom on 
V^^dnesday to fiw an franian 
parirtnal, Kazcm Darabi, jailed 
IQ Germany ovK dte kiliing of 
dissideDts in Beriin six years 
ago, to pave tbe way for better 
lelations. 

CbaoceDor-elect 
Sdnoeder's victory would 
bring “new opportunities" for 
im po vin g bilateral relations, 

the newspaper said. 

It said Germany could 


achieve the same level of rela- 
tions with Iran as France and 
Italy, but warned that if Beam 
wants to be Iran's top econom- 
ic partner, at least in the sbort- 
term, it to release Darabi. 

Daiabi was sentenced to life 
in prison in April 1997, at the 
end of a long trial over the 
assassination of four Iranian 
Kurd dissidents in Beriin in 
1992. 

Tlie veidict, which imp Ucat- 
ed Tehran's Islamic regime in 
tbe murders, povdeed an 
imprecedented diplomatic cri- 
sis which was only resolved 
seven mcmihs later. 

Relations took another sour 
turn early this year vdien an 
Iranian court passed a death 
sentence agai^t a Gennan 
national, Helmut Hofer, who is 
allied to have had "iUegal" 
sexual affairs with a Muslim 
Iranian woman. 

An appeals court later threw 
out tbe sentence, and it is due 
to issue a new verdict on 
Thursday, according to 


German sources. 

The Iran News urged 
Germany to follow France's 
exan^le when it fieed in 
August an Iranian national. 
Masoud Hendl who had been 
jailed since 1991 in connec- 
tion with tbe assassination of 
former Irariian Priine Minister 
Shahpnitr Rak hriar 

*Tbe new Bonn govemment 
has new opportunities with the 
new Iranian govemmenL It 
can cleanse the taint that has 
been caused to the ties," it said. 

The paper predicted that 
(jennany's new leaders had a 
50 per cent chance of hx^nov- 
ing relations widi Iran. 

“While C3etinany*s top lead- 
ers bold positive views 
towards Iran, tiiere's a danger 
that the coalition Green Party 
may harbour some negative 
views about the Islamic repub- 
lic." it warned. "Iran does not 
consider them as reliable." 



CLEANING PROTECTION'S MOUTH: A hotel employee cleans dust and grime from the mouth of a marble lion, 
which is placed in front of the premise's entrance with another for 'protection,' Wednesday in Beijing, a day before 
China celebrates National Day (AFP photo) 


Afghan defectors say they 
were flying Iranian weapons 



*]^HRAN (R) — Iranian forces staged 
mock attacks close to the border udth' 
A fghanistan bn Wednesday in preparation 
for war gmes involving 200,(X)0 troops. 

But there was no word on the start of the 
ZoIfaqar-2 manoeuvres, which Iran said on 
Saturday would begin '‘within seven days.'’ 

State television showed shelling of an 
Imaginary enemy by heavy artillety and 
tanks while helicopters fir^ rockets and 
waves of troops dashed across a dus^ plain 
in Iran's eastern region. 

, The television said the first coordinated 
joint ‘practice of armour, co mman dos and 
army avi^on units was held in an area cov- 
ering 50,000-square kflometres close to the 
bordCT. R included an anti-chemical warfare, 
operation. 


Teoskm fa lu^ 

Shiite Muslim- Itmi md 
movei^nt ' wfaii^ ■- . : ebnin^^ 
A fghanistan over. 1^ . ffiOlT& 
Ir^an diplomats md- a V)0 
.Taldiaih figlttiBS . dufa^ 4he.^C^ti^ 
nortlm ppprai^ 

The bodies of 'six. rto fei^^ 
nail St were 
bat two bdier 
because tb^ 

fied.TWo dipfonafa j^esf^ 

' In additioa to;ibe. 

forces- mas^ne^., 

says 70^000;!. revolbtH^i^.^^gu^R^ 
staged RTarriia^s 
remain m the p^po.<’ 




KABUL (R) — Five crew- 
members of an Afj^ian oppo- 
sition transport plaite who 
defected to the Takban said 
Wednesday they had been fer- 
rying Iranian and Russian 
ammuiuiiCKi for tbe comman- 
der of the Islantic militia’s last 
major foe. 

“Half of tbe ammunition 
came fiom Russia and half 
from Iran," the 
Commander Mohainmad 
Khan, told a news confoence 
hours after he landed the 
Antonov transit airmfr at 
Kabul's civilian and milinuy 
airstrip on Tuesday ni^L 

Tbe defection was seen as a 
boost for the Taleban, who are 
locked in a bitter miliiaiy 
standoff with Iran and are urg- 
ing the United Natic«is to end 
Ir^an “interference" in the 
country and to reco^iise tbe 
Taleban as its legal govmi- 
ment 

The Taleban have often 
accused Iran and Russia of 
suppl)dng arms and support to 
the opposition, but bofa cram- 
tries have denied the claims. 

Khau said that until recendy 
he used to fly Russian and 
Iranian armaments to opposi- 
tion bases in the north, specif- 
ically to tbe town of Mazar-i- 
Sha^. 

Tension between the 
Taldian and Iran started when 
the Taleban admitted that 
some of their men. acting 
without orders, killed niite 
Iranian diplomats when the 
Islamic mihtia ovenan 
Mazar-e-Sharif last monfr. 

The U.N. envoy for 


Afghanistan. Lakbdar 
Brahirai leaves for Iran and 
Pakistan next week to discuss 
the border tension between 
some 250,(XX) Iranian troops 
on army exercises and 
Taleban fighters along the 
border. 

KhaiL dressed in the black 
turban of Taleban fighters, 
appeared at the news confer- 
ence with four members of 
the crew and said he had 
dropped the munitions off for 
opposition commander 
Ahnad Shah Masoud at 
Bagiam air base, before fly- 
ing to Kabul 

He said he was based in 
Kulyab. a military base used 
by Masoud to the south of 
Tajikistan, from where he 
flew supplies, mostly ammu- 
nition. to Bugiam air base, 
some 60 kilomeiTes north of 


K^ul. 

’*We did not want k> fight 
against our people and we 
hated to be cools in the hands 
of foreigners," Khan said. 

The crew said that their rel- 
atives lived in Kabul, but no 
more information about them 
was available. 

Masoud's men are dug in 25 
(dlometies north of the 
Afghan capital in a military 
stalemate that has lasted for 
months. He is the only real 
opposition left for the 
Taleban, who control 95 per 
cent of the state after routing 
other groups this summer. 

Russia and Iran consider 
Burhanuddin Rat^nmi, whom 
the Taleban ousted in 1996. as 
the legitimate government in 
Afghanistan. He bolds the 
U.N. seat but the United 
Nations says it wants a broad- 


based government to end fac- 
tional fighting. 

Khan said that Bagiam was 
the only functioning air strip 
for ttansprat planes used 
Masoud. who serves as the 
milhaiy chief of the ousted 
goveromenL 

Ttansprat planes occasion- 
ally carry supplies to Masoud 
at ni^t from outside 
Afghanistan as Bagraro is 
within the range of Taldxm 
rockets, residents said. 

AUauddiD Agba, depu^ 
bead of Taleban air defence, 
told Reuters that armed oppo- 
sition fighters were on board 
the plane and the pilot waited 
until he had unloaded them 
and the supplies at Bagram 
before defe^g. 



Prince Andrew 
undergoes 
drug tests 



LONDON (AP) — Even 
Prince Andew couldn't 
escape a random drug test at 
tbe Ministry of Defoxs, as 
part of tbe British navy's 
crackdown on drug use, 

Buckingham Palace coq. 
firmed V^tednesday. The scd 
of Queen Elizabetb 0, a naval 
lieutenant twnmandef who 
works at the site, was oedetwi 

to provide a urine sample by a 
fftam of navy investigaiois 
conducting on-die-^)oC tests. 

The prince's results were neg- 
ative. Andrew “was absoh^ 

]y happy to take part and 

acoqrts thM it is pit of die ... • v:*," 

nature of die job.” said a 

Bucldngham Palace • - s*. 

spokesman, speaJ^ with 

customary anonymity. - 

Man^ought j 

to be angry, turned , v / 

out dead ; j 




MEXICO CITY (R) - 
Margarita Sandiez's husband ; 
didn’t speak to her for eight 
days. She tiiought be was 
angiy, but he wasn't Be was j 
dead. C^eteno Sandtez, 83, I 
dfiral in b^ more than a week 
ago, but his wife slept neri to 
h^eve^ iii^ fbreiglitd^ 
before she realised the j 
Mexican news agency ‘ 
Notimex reported Tuesday. > 
State Judicial Pofice in the | 
town of Huanisco, in tbe gulf j 
coastal rtate of Vfcracmz, > 
reported findmg Sandiez’s i 
partially decon^josed body < 
with the co\’ers iq> to his nedc. 

New treatment 
keeps underanns 
dry for months 
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SAN FRANGSeO (R) — 
Throw that antiperspirant 
away. A team of Calihxnia 
seieinisls has developed a 
new bemment that can Jeep 
underarms dry fra mondfe — 
no roU-ODS. no spraysT m 
powders requiied Wbi if it 
could cost as much as $1,000 
per year? At least you’ll have 
peace of mind. RkM 
Glogau. a professor of dernKF 
tology at tbe University of 
California San Frandsco, 
announced Tuesday tist the 
treatment using Botox, a 
toxin derived bacteria, 
could be the answer for those 
suffering frran excessive 
sweating caused by overstim- 
ulation of tbe sweat glands by 
tbe autonomic nerves. 

Judge receives 
rare public 
reprimand 


Hebron 
tehes 
continui 
for 2nd 
day 



U.S. to set up new consular 
section in Nairobi after bombing 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
United Slates is strengthen- 
ing a house in a Nairobi 
suburb, where it plans to 
resume consular services 
suspended after the Aug. 7 
U.S. embassy bombing. 
U.S. officials said 
Wednesday. 

Workers were reinforcing 
the interior of tbe residen- 
tial building with metal and 
installing bullet and 
grenade-proof doors and 
windows. 

Windows will be coated 
with eighr-milUmetre-thick 
plastic to prevent them 
from shattering in the event 
of an explosion, said 
Melissa Arkley, a U.S. con- 
sul here to oversee the 


preparation of the premis- 
es. 

“This is very, very strong 
security." Arkley, who 
guided reporters on a visit 
to the house, said. Security 
features being put into the 
house more than doubled 
Che U.S. recommended 
standards, she added. 

The reinforced new con- 
sular building will aiso 
have a “safe haven" room 
where staff con take refuge 
in the event of a terrorist 
attack. 

The massive August 7 
bomb attack, which coin- 
cided with a similar blast in 
Tanzania, killed 247 peo- 
ple, mostly Kenyans but 
including 12 Americans. 


and injured some 5,000 
others. 

Arkley said processing of 
visa applications for 
Kenyans, which was sus- 
pended following the bomb 
blast, will resume as soon 
as construction work inside 
the bouse was completed 
and telephones lines and 
computers have been 
installed. 

Kenyans intending to 
travel to the United States 
have been greatly inconve- 
nienced since the bombing, 
as they have had to go to 
neighiwuring countries or 
to Europe to apply for visas 
in U.S. embassies there. 

The new consular section 
will be in operation until a 


new temporary embassy, 
expected to be set up in an 
existing building outside 
the city centre, is ready for 
occupation sometime next 
year. 

Tbe U.S. embassy, situat- 
ed in central Nairobi, was 
extensively damaged in the 
bomb blast and will have to 
be demolished, embassy 
spokesman Chris Shaif 
said. 

U.S. Ambassador 

Prudence Bushnell last 
week said the new embassy 
will be built in the outskirts 
of the city as a security 
measure. She said she was 
now looking to acquire 
land for construction of the 
premises. 


Greek defence minister pledges support for Cyprus 


LARNACA (AP) — Greece 
and Cyprus will continue to 
stren^en their joint defence 
c^obiliiy against Turkey, the 
visiting Greek defence min- 
ister Wednesday. 

“Turkish expansionism and 
threats wil] be faced resolute- 
ly." Akis Tzochatzopoulos 
told reprateis at the airport. 

He arrived ou a Greek air 
force C-130 transport plane 
to join the island's indepen- 
dence day celebr^oQs and 


hold talks on the joint 
defence agreement with 
Cyprus. 

The northern one-third of 
the Mediterranean island 
nation has been occupied by 
Turkey since 1974 when it 
invad^ Cyprus. The south- 
ern portion of the island is 
controlled by Greek 
Cypriots. 

‘•The strengthening of the 
defence capi^ility of Cyprus 
vrill continue without inter- 


ruption," Tzochatzopoulos 
said. 

Tbe comments are seen an 
indirect response to Turkey's 
war ning that it will prevent 
the planned deployment later 
this year of S-300 anti-air- 
craft missiles Cyprus has 
bought from Russia. 

T& United States and 
other Western governments 
are pressing Cyprus to cancel 
tbe missile deployment and 
have also criticised Turkey 


for its threats. 

Cyprus President Glafcos 
Clerides says he will cancel 
tbe missile dq>Ioyment if 
Turkey accepts his demili- 
tarisation proposal or if there 
is progress in the U.N.-spon- 
sored talks for the renuncia- 
tion of die island. 

'Hie northern breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot state is only 
recognised by Turkey which 
maintains 35.000 troons 
there. 


who questioned a divorcing 
couple about their sex life and 
offe^ to fadier a child with 
the woman received a rate 
public reprimand from the 
Florida Siqjieme Court on 
Tuesday. The high court sum- 
moned Circuit Judge Leonard 
V. Wood. 61, to the state cap- 
ital TbDahassee, citing six 
examples of his nide and 
inappropri^ remarks from 
the bench. 'He was trying to 
humiliate us.'’ said Gny 
Lidienxian, who appeared 
with his wife, Julie Smid)~ 
IjebennaiL before >A^)od in 
1997 for an uncontested 
(fivracc, e.xpectmg a five- 
minute hearing. According to 
the coix^laint th^ later fikd. 
Wood forced them to disclose 
details of their sex life ^ 
urged them to stay manied 
aiKl have a baby. 


U - 




r ■- r-tr'v 




-- -I.' “■jr’T! 






; wf'* 
• I 


stolen statue of 
Jesus turned into 
marijuana pipe 
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EASTPORT (R) — A New 
York man was anested 
Tuesday on charges of pos* 
sessing a stolen statue of dK 
infant Jesus tiiat had bera 
turned into a marij uana pipe- 
The statue was stolen two 
years ago but returned anony" 
niously in recent months to 
the Shrine of Our Lady ofthc 
Island in Eastport, N.Y« 
police said. Tbe statue's stoto* 
ach and head been Id* 
lowed out, and it bad betf 
converted into a type of tn®*' 
juana pipe known as a bong- . 








